
Thursday, 5th May 
 Eisteddfod Senior Primary 

Choir Years 4-6 
 Eisteddfod Junior Primary 

Choir 
 Sporting Schools 3.15pm 

CANCELLED 
 Homework Club 3.15pm 
Friday, 6th May 
 Eisteddfod String Immersion 
Monday, 9th May 
 Proposed League and  

Netball Vs Nanango State 
High 

Tuesday, 10th May 
 NAPLAN Testing 
 Year 4 Camp 
 Sporting Schools 3.15pm 
 Community BBQ 5.30pm 
Wednesday, 11th May 
 NAPLAN Testing 
 Year 4 Camp 
Thursday, 12th May 
 NAPLAN Testing 
 Year 4 Camp 
 Orana Aged Care Visit 

3.15pm 
 Sporting Schools 3.15pm  
 Homework Club 3.15pm 
Friday, 13th May 
 10-12 years SB Cross  

Country at MSHS 
Saturday, 14th May 
 11yrs WB Rugby League 

Trials 
Sunday, 15th May 
 11yrs WB Rugby League 

Trials 
 

Term 2 - Week 4 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Saint Mary’s, 
 
As you know, many of our students are extensively involved in a range 
of valuable activities beyond the classroom. Involvement in sport, cultural 
and service activities can help young people to develop life-long skills 
and attributes that may be more difficult to learn in the classroom. These  
activities can teach them about commitment, respect and tolerance. They 
can develop skills that help them to handle pressure and stress and they 
can also foster self-esteem, confidence, a positive outlook and a desire to 
pursue excellence. 
 
Last week we hosted a very successful day for the Cowhorse  
Competition in Nanango. This was an excellent day for those young  

people involved. It gave them an opportunity to try out their skills and to also interact with other 
students who have similar interests. It was wonderful to see the energy, enthusiasm and  
sportsmanship they displayed all day. I am very grateful to all the staff and parents who helped to 
make this day possible. It is only with their efforts that events like this are able to take place. I 
would particularly like to congratulate and thank Mr Dalton for his overall organisation of the 
day. 
 
Last week I had the privilege of watching our senior dance students perform at the Kingaroy  
Eisteddfod. I was extremely proud of their efforts, not only because of the hard work they put into  
rehearsing for the event, but also because they had to contend with a technical issue in the  
middle of their performance which they handled with grace and professionalism. Congratulations 
to Mrs Arden and her class on being awarded First Place in their category.  
 
This week, a large number of students will also be involved in the music sections at the Kingaroy  
Eisteddfod. Mrs Iszlaub and Miss Woodruff have been working hard to prepare students for what 
is sure to be a fantastic event. I am very proud of all the students who are participating this week. 
It is a wonderful opportunity that I really hope they enjoy. 
 
Our College Board 
The purpose of having a College Board is to build, strengthen and nourish the school as part of 
the parish. The College Board is intended to facilitate members of the school and faith community 
to share responsibility for the well-being of the whole of the school within the beliefs and values, 
teachings and traditions of the Church. The role of the Board is one of stewardship, developing 
the school in all its facets 'in trust' for the faith community. As stewards, the Board is called, 
through the Spirit, to serve the faith community by caring for and developing its school  
community.  
 
In the next couple of weeks, we will be calling for nominations for new members of our College 
Board. I ask that you give some consideration to nominating either yourself, or someone you 
know who you think may be able to make a valuable contribution to the Board. I have outlined 
below some of the attributes we would be looking for in potential members. This may help as you 
give some thought to those you might nominate: 
 
QUALITIES AND SKILLS OF A BOARD MEMBER   
The board should be composed of people who appreciate, value and share the educational  
mission and ethos of the Catholic Church. The following is a suggested list of key qualities and 
skills for members of boards: 
 
 Commitment to Catholic education in the parish and school. 
 Commitment to the vision and mission of the parish and school. 
 An understanding of the role of parish priest, principal and board members.     



 Willingness to ask questions and seek clarification.      
 Ability to think strategically.      
 Willingness to support the contributions of other board members.      
 Capacity to listen in an active and meaningful way.      
 Willingness to work co‐operatively with others. 
 Commitment to maintaining confidentiality at all times.      
 
Happy Mother’s Day to all Mums in our Community! I hope you enjoy your special day on Sunday. 
 
God Bless 
 
 
Mrs Angela Myles 
Principal 

Celebration of Learning Prep to Year 6 
In the past, we have celebrated your child’s learning with a breakfast. This year we are trying something different. We will be  
opening the Prep to Year 6 classrooms from 5.30pm on Thursday, 19th May. Parents and family are most welcome to come and 
have a look around the classrooms (check out how neat and tidy your child’s desk is!) and meet other parents and the friends of 
your child. The classroom teacher will be in the classroom. We will have a sausage sizzle (and onions!) from 5.45pm and from 
6.30pm to 7.30pm there will be entertainment. 
 
6:30pm - 7:30pm: Music concert. Held at the music block. The Playground will be roped off, and parents/carers can BYO picnic  
blankets or outdoor chairs to sit on the grass area at the music block. 
 
Performances will include: 
 Junior Primary Choir (Years 2 and 3) 
 Senior Primary Choir (Years 4, 5, 6)  
 Yr 4 String Immersion and Year 6 poetry 
 Senior Vocal Ensemble 
 The College Orchestra 
 Dance  
 
The sausage sizzle is free and drinks are available for $1. There is also an opportunity for a gold coin donation to support the music 
programs. 
 
Kind regards 
Ms Pam Radcliffe 
Head of Primary 
 

The Sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion will be conferred on Sunday 29th May at the 10.00am Mass in Saint Mary’s 
Parish Church Kingaroy.  Bishop Finnigan can’t make the celebration so The Emeritus Bishop of Rockhampton, Brian Heenan will 
be joining us. Father Nigel Sequeira will also be presiding.  The Saint Mary’s choir will be providing the music for this celebration.  
Please come along and support the 20 children receiving the final sacraments of initiation. 
 

NAPLAN starts in week 5 and runs from Tuesday 10th May to Thursday 12th May.  However, Monday 9th May is the day we will 
run a practice session and Friday 13th May is the catch up day for any students who are away on NAPLAN days.  This practice day 
was done deliberately on this date so that students get to practice in the new buildings which is where NAPLAN will be held this 
year.  There is only one practice session – Reading – this is so that we can ensure that the physical environment is appropriate 
e.g.  enough desks, lighting etc and that the students – especially Year 3 - are confident completing the test paper ie colouring in 
the circles and writing their names on the front cover etc.  The practice test is not a diagnostic test to determine any ‘last minute’ 
teaching focus.  It is to give students the experience of the time a session takes and the conditions under which the test is sat e.g. 
silence, listening to the set script for administering the test, fast finishers need to wait etc. 
 
If you have concerns about your child sitting NAPLAN for philosophical or other reasons please let me or Louise Kennedy – Support 
Teacher Inclusive Education (ST:IE) know and arrangements can be made.  These arrangements may include extra time, breaks  



during the test, or completing a Parent Withdrawal form. Any alterations to the test delivery requires a form to be signed by the  
parent.  Some parents have already contacted the school with their concerns and I thank you for letting the school know. 
 
Naplan - 10-th to 12th May 
The Naplan examinations for Years 7 and 9 will occur next week. Monday will be a practice morning to make sure students are 
aware of where to go and materials they need to complete the tests. 
 
Tuesday will see students complete the Language conventions test (45 minutes) and Writing (40 minutes). On Wednesday, students 
in Year 7 and Year 9 will complete the Reading test (65 minutes). 
 
Thursday is the Numeracy Exams (40 minutes each), one with a calculator and one without! Friday is a catch up day for any  
students who were ill during the week.  
 
All students in Year 7 to Year 12 will attend normal lessons Friday. 
 
It is important to know that NAPLAN is not a test that children can prepare for in the same way they might prepare for an end of 
term test. NAPLAN tests skills that develop and improve over time.  
 
These are skills that should be continuously developed throughout the year and not just in the lead-up to NAPLAN. 
 
The best way to help your child prepare is to assist with good eating and plenty of sleep the night before. Turn off electrical devices 
by 9-00pm and ensure students get a good night's sleep. 
 
As soon as Naplan finishes for the day, students attend lessons 4 -6 as per the timetable. 
 
Thank you to Ms Sudull, Mrs Langford-Martoo , Mr Bernardi and Mr Fomiatti who will conduct the tests each day for the Year 7 and 
9 students. 
 

Chinese Bamboo 
This week, I wish to discuss the life cycle of a rare species of bamboo called "Chinese Bamboo."  
 
The seeds of Chinese bamboo are sown in the soil and are nourished with water and other fertilisers. 
 
In the first year you don't find any seed sprouting. In the second year there would be no sign of seed germination and in the third 
and fourth years there are no remnants of hope for plant growth.  
 
However, in the fifth year , it shows  unimaginable exponential growth to grow to the height of 25 metres in a small period of six 
weeks.  
 
The same is true for the growth of the human individual, when we are discouraged by difficulties and troubles on our way to 
a successful life. 
 
We have to dive into ourselves to explore and gather all the unique capacities and energies for the inner growth which elevates us 
to the highest level in our lives. 
 
Lord, let us continue on our inner journey and never lose sight of the great things we can achieve if we persist over a long period 
of time. 
 
Change of Subject: Year 9 to Year 12 only 
Thank you to the students in Year 9 to Year 12 who have seen me regarding changing subjects. As it is week 4, I will not be  
processing any more changes until week 11 in preparation for term 3. 
 
Please see me if you have any concerns about your choice of subject. 
 
Have a blessed week  
Mr Sean Erwin 
Head of Secondary 
 



2016 Cowhorse Competition 
Congratulations to all 18 Saint Mary’s riders who competed in this competition last Thursday at the Nanango Showgrounds. 
 
It was a great day of riding, with many of our students competing for the first time. Our students won and placed in many events, 
and Harry Bredhauer was reserve Age Champion in his age group.  
 
We had magnificent help from our Senior students who helped out in the yards preparing cattle for each event, and also helping 
our P and F run the canteen and distribute refreshments to judges and officials. Thanks you to the P and F for running the canteen 
and also to the parents who made the effort, took a day off work, and supported this event. 
 
The Saint Mary’s Team 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kind regards 
Mr John Dalton 
APA 
 

Term 2 Fees 
Term 2 Fees Statements were sent to families at the end of last week and are due for payment in full by Friday 13th May unless you 
have a formal payment arrangement in place.  You can update your contact email via the Parent Portal ‘Update Details’ page. If you 
have not provided an email address, statements will continue to be posted to you. Statements will only be sent to account holders. If 
you do not receive your statement or wish to check your details, please contact our Finance Secretary, Briony Hoare, in the College 
office.   While the College will accept payments by instalments, we do need to know the amount and timing of these payments and 
it’s preferred that these instalments be done via Direct Debit or BPay. 
 
Introducing Qkr! by Mastercard Online Tuckshop & Uniform Ordering app 
We are excited to be introducing a new online ordering and payment alternative for families.  Qkr 
(pronounced - Quicker) is a FREE app to enable mobile payment for school-based accounts 
(excluding College Fees).  The app enables parents and carers of students at Saints Mary's to use 
their mobile devices to place tuckshop orders, or make uniform and other payments, saving time 
and alleviating the hassle of having to give your child money to carry to school.  Our existing 
payment and ordering methods for the Uniform & Tuckshop will still be available to families should they prefer to use those options. 
 
Attached is a ‘How-To’ Guide published by Qkr to get you up and running with Qkr.  Online Tuckshop Orders will be accepted  
commencing this Friday, 6th May.  
 

Name Age Horse 

Aleigha Irwin 5 Dreamer 

Emily Wheeler 5 Dora 

Douglas Hoare 6 Salute 

Thomas Bredhauer 8 Biddy 

Zoe Hoare 8 Princess 

Lily Bredhauer 9 Kelly 

Molly Wernecke 11 Belle 

Meg Wernecke 13   

Patrick Frohloff 13 Euston Royal Ascot 

Jorja Curran 13 Sugar 

Naomi Baldacchino 14 Diesel 

Harry Bredhauer 14 Melody 

Madison Wheeler 14 BJ 

Erin Newman 15 Brandy 

Madison Wintour 15 Lady 

Renee Irvine 15 Jaspers Lightening 

Bonnie Winch 16  
Novak Jayde 16   



Orders are generated separately for the Tuckshop and Uniform Shop and filled accordingly. Nb. Tuckshop orders close at 9.00am on 
each tuckshop day.  Uniform orders will be processed during Uniform Shop opening hours and will be available for families to  
collect from the Uniform Shop.   
 
In time we will be expanding the items available on Qkr. For those without access to a smart phone, a web-based version of Qkr is 
available at: https://qkr.mastercard.com/store/#/home 
 
Although the app is a MasterCard initiative, it enables payment from most financial institutions and major credit cards with Safe 
and Secure MasterCard Technology. Parents and Carers will be receive an email with information about how to set up Qkr on their 
device.   
 
Should you have any questions regarding the use of the Qkr app please check out the ‘Qkr Online Ordering’ page under  
‘Our Community’ on the College Website: http://www.saintmarys.qld.edu.au/our-community/Pages/Okr-Online-Ordering.aspx or  
alternatively, please contact the College Finance Secretary.  We hope you enjoy this new flexibility in managing your school  
payments. 
 
Kind regards 
Miss Kym Schultz 
Business Manager 
  

Psychologists Reveal One of the Best Ways to Boost Your Mood 
By Jacqueline Howard Generationnext.com.au 
 
When we’re having a rough day, many of us tend to treat ourselves to some form of retail therapy, a favorite dessert or going out 
with friends in hopes of feeling better. Rather, new research by Dr. Katherine Nelson found that giving to others or practicing acts of 
kindness can improve our mood and overall well-being. When we direct these actions towards ourselves, we see no improvement in 
positive or negative emotions, nor do we see improvement in psychological flourishing, this is important because people are often 
encouraged to ‘treat themselves’ as a way to feel good, yet the findings suggest that the best way to feel happy is to treat someone 
else instead. 
 
I think this is important because people are often encouraged to ‘treat themselves’ as a way to feel good, yet our findings suggest 
that the best way to feel happy is to treat someone else instead. Psychologist Dr. Katherine Nelson 
 
The researchers found that participants who performed acts of kindness, whether those acts were for the world or specific people, 
were more likely to report feeling happy or experience an improvement in mood than those who did the self-focused and neutral 
behavior. In fact, those assigned to engage in self-focused behavior did not report any improved well-being or positive  
emotions, according to the study. “Doing things for others offers people opportunities to feel greater positive emotions, such as joy, 
contentment and love,” Nelson said. “People could feel greater positive emotions, and in turn psychological health, because by being 
kind to others, they are nurturing social relationships, or they could feel greater pride in themselves for doing a good deed .” 
 
Kind regards 
Mr Graham Turnbull 
Guidance Counsellor 

 

2016 Ipswich Poetry Feast  
The Ipswich Poetry Feast is an exciting initiative of the Ipswich City Council, supported and 
driven by the local community. The Poetry Feast was introduced in 2002 with the aim of 

establishing a respected and prestigious national poetry competition to:  
 Encourage young and aspiring poets 
 Raise community awareness of the creativity and skills in poetry. 
 
The competition opened today and closes on the 29th July at 5pm. There are various prizes totalling 
around $7500 in various categories and age groups. It is $5 per entry and entry forms can be found at  
http://www.ipswichpoetryfeast.com.au/entry.htm. I highly recommend entering this competition for keen poets in the making. I would 
be very happy to display poems in the library as well.  
 
 
 
 
 



2016 Premier’s Reading Challenge 
Once again this year, I am delighted to help P-9 students 
participate in the 2016 Premier’s Reading Challenge. 
 
As well as being fun, the challenge aims to boost  
children’s literacy skills by encouraging students to read 
widely for pleasure and learning, develop their  
imagination and cultivate a passion for literature.   
 
Research shows that young people who read for  
pleasure excel in a range of learning activities. Reading 
widely will bring untold benefits throughout their lives.    
 
The reading period for the 2016 Premier's Reading Challenge at Saint Mary’s starts on Monday 16th May and closes Friday 26th 
August. 
 
This year the Premier has challenged all state and non-state school students from Prep to Year 2 to read or experience 20 books, 
Years 3 and 4 to read 20 books and Years 5 to 9 to read 15 books.  ‘Experiencing’ books can include shared reading, listening to 
stories, or reading picture books. 
 
Students will have received a reading challenge record sheet and bookmark to help them keep track of the books they have read.  
 
Every student who completes the challenge will receive a Certificate of Achievement signed by the Premier. It will be my great pleas-
ure to present these certificates to students in Term 4.  
 
For more information about Premier’s Reading Challenge, please visit: http://education.qld.gov.au/schools/readingchallenge/  
 
You can play a big part in your children’s future by encouraging them to be part of this challenge.    
 
Yours in reading  
Mrs Melanie Burr 
Teacher Librarian 
 

Study Strategy – Review Your Notes!  
This week I continue to encourage students to review their notes.  
Your brain relies on seeing regular patterns if it is to remember and make sense of what you learn. Therefore it is a 
must that you review the notes you take in class often. You remember 
 90% of them if you revisit them within 24 hours 

 But only 30% if you wait 3 days 
 After a month only about 3% to 4% 
 
When you review notes at home use your dominant Multiple Intelligence. You may:  
 Draw idea maps full of colour 
 Draw floor charts and diagrams to put up on your wall 
 Write lists of main points 
 Develop plans of attack for solving Maths/Science problems 
 
Whatever way you choose the main thing is to actually do it!  
 
Kind regards 
Mrs Melanie Burr 
Year 7 to Year 10 Teaching and Learning Leader  
 

Sporting Schools Afternoons 
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the basketball afternoon on this Thursday, 5th May has been cancelled. Sorry for any  
inconvenience caused. Please be aware there are several spots left in the basketball afternoons, with a fabulous coach Brenda 
Okesene. Brenda has played, refereed and coached basketball for many years and has great knowledge of the game. She is a  
fantastic coach for young children so please take the opportunity to learn some fantastic skills from her this term. 
 



Cross Country 
On the 19th of April we held our College Cross Country. It was a beautiful and warm day which added to the struggle of running 
the course. Students participated well which made for an enjoyable day for all.  
 
Age champions will be awarded on the next whole school assembly.   
Congratulations to the following students:  
 
5 Years Girls: Chloe Dennis 
5 Years Boys: Cooper Wason 
6 Years Girls: Bianca Burr 
6 Years Boys: Zavier Labuschewski 
7 Years Girls: Tayla Conway 
7 Years Boys: Darcy Williamson 
8 Years Girls: Josie Perrett 
8 Years Boys: Joey Combo Graham 
9 Years Girls: Daisha Elais 
9 Years Boys: Thomas Waring 
 
10 Years Girls: Shanelle Zischke 
10 Years Boys: Julian Whitaker 
11 Years Girls: Adi Howard 
11 Years Boys: Cody Hohnke 
12 Years Girls: Janaya Rose 
12 Years Boys: Luke Beutel 
13 Years Girls: Hannah Woodward-White 
13 Years Boys: Callum Burt 
14 Years Girls: Lateisha Wilkins 
14 Years Boys: Harry Burt 
15 Years Girls: Renee Irvine 
15 Years Boys: Lleyton Brown 
16 Years Girls: Tahlia Yesberg 
16 Years Boys: Pacey Clegg 
17 Years Girls: Kiara Wright 
17 Years Boys: Matthew Patroni 
Open Years Girls: Rahab Murray 
Open Years Boys: Callum Cook 
 
House Results: 
First: Rush 357 points 
Second: Quinn 301 points 
Third: Polding 244 points 
 
The top 4 placed students in each age group from 10 Years to Opens will be eligible to compete for selection into the South Burnett 
Cross Country team. This will be held at Murgon State High School on the 13th of May. Consent forms will come home in the next 
week. It is not compulsory to compete at the next level.  
 
Yours in sport 
Miss Ellen Inwood 
Prep to Year 6 Sports Coordinator 
 

Year 1A News 
Could all parents please send in a ruler with their child as we are going to need it for our unit on measurement. 
 
Kind regards 
Monique Leclercq 
Year 1A Classroom Teacher 
 



It’s Eisteddfod Week! 
*Please be aware that while the Eisteddfod Committee does all it can to ensure performances are on time, the schedule can vary. It 
is suggested that audience members arrive early just in case the section is running ahead of time. Please ensure all younger  
children remain seated quietly during the performances. There is a small entry fee for audience members. 
*If students have a Formal College Uniform, it should be worn. All students must have tidy hair and clean shoes. 
*All students need to bring food and a water bottle (as per information letter). 

Yours in Music 
Ms Jane Iszlaub 
Music Coordinator 
 

During June 2016 Saint Mary’s Catholic College is producing a Disney  
Junior production of ‘The Little Mermaid’.  
 
Auditions for the school musical will take place Thursday & Friday in the 
Maryknoll Centre at morning tea. Students from Year 4 Year 10 are able to 
audition for the cast of the show. All Year 7 to Year 10 students will be 
required to come on Thursday for their auditions and all Year 4 to Year 6 students will be required to meet on Friday. 
 
We will be auditioning students on their dancing, singing and acting abilities. Roles will be given out based on these auditions. 

Classes/Ensembles Section Music Date/Time 
All Year 2 & Year 3  
students are members of 
the JUNIOR PRIMARY 
CHOIR. 

C1 – Own Choice  
Primary School Junior Choir 
(Prep-3) 

“Gecko” and “Koala Baby  
Lullaby” (from “Animal Songs” 
by Sherelle Eyles) 

Thu 5 May 2016 
Bus to Town Hall departs 
11:30am. Perform at  
approx. 12:30pm. 
Bus returns 1:30pm 

C2 – Sacred - Primary 
School Junior Choir (Prep-3) 

“Father Abraham Had Many 
Sons” (traditional song) 

All Year 4 – 6 students are 
members of the SENIOR 
PRIMARY CHOIR. 

C4 – Own Choice Primary 
School Senior Choir 

“This Ol’ Man” arranged by Greg 
Gilpin 
“Blue-Green Hills of Earth” by 
Kim Oler 

Thu 5 May 2016 
Bus to Town Hall departs 
9:30am. 
Perform at approx. 
11:10am. 
Bus returns 12:40pm. 

C5 – Sacred - Primary 
School Senior Choir 

“Christ Be Our Light” by  
Bernadette Farrell 

C6 – Concert Item – Primary 
School Senior Choir 

“Sesere Eeye” (traditional Torres 
Strait Island song) 

All Year 9 – 12 Elective 
Music students + any  
additional singers from 
Years 7 – 12 are members 
of the SECONDARY CHOIR. 

C7 – Own Choice –  
Secondary School Choir 

“Thinking Out Loud” by Ed 
Sheeran 
“Domine Deus” by Sally K.  
Albrecht 

Wed 4 May 2016 
Bus to Town Hall departs 
12:45pm. 
Perform approx. 1:30pm. 
Bus returns 2:30pm. C8 – Sacred – Secondary 

School Choir 
“Your Love Never Fails” by Jesus 
Culture 
“Come As You Are” by Sr Deidre 
Brown 

All Year 4 students are 
members of STRING  
IMMERSION ENSEMBLE 

B1 – Beginner Band or  
Orchestra 

“Ann, Dan, and Egbert”, plus 
“Salamander Samba” 

Fri 6 May 2016 
Bus to Town Hall departs 
10:15am. Perform approx. 
11:30am. 
Bus returns 1:00pm. 

SENIOR CHAMBER  
ORCHESTRA 

B10 – Combined  
Primary/Secondary School 
Ensemble (6-15 players) 

“Spring” from Vivaldi’s “Four 
Seasons” 
  
 “Waltz” by Shostakovich 

Fri 6 May 2016 
Bus to Town Hall departs 
10:15am. Perform approx. 
12:15pm. 
Bus returns 1:00pm. 

Important!  Eisteddfod Showcase Concert - Saturday 14 May 2016, 7pm. 
The most outstanding Eisteddfod entrants are invited to perform on the evening of Saturday 14 May 2016. 

We will not know which groups will be invited to perform until AFTER the competition is completed. 
Please keep this date free just in case your son or daughter is a member of one of these ensembles. 

You will receive a letter by Wednesday 11 May if your son or daughter is required to perform at this event. 



 
For further information please see the attached information letter.  
 
Kind regards 
Mrs Angelique Arden 
 

Cherbourg Fun Run 15 May from 8am. 
Please mark in your diaries the annual Cherbourg Fun Run to support the Ration Shed. This is a major fundraiser for the Ration 
Shed to support with the running costs for the year. The run will begin at 7.30am at Murgon and finish at the Ration Shed in Cher-
bourg. Come join us running the 7km to Cherbourg (walking is also an option). There are prizes for best-dressed teams and individ-
ual place winners. There are also stalls, dances, performances and games at the conclusion of the run.  
See www.rationshed.com.au/funrun for more information and to register. 
 
Absences 
If your child is sick or absent from school for any reason, could you please contact the office on 4160 0950.  You are also able to 
leave a message outside school hours. It is important for all our students, and especially our senior students, that their absences are 
notified and accounted for.  You are also able to provide a written note upon your child’s return to school explaining their absence. 
It is vitally important that all absences are accounted for. If you believe that there may be some absences unaccounted for in Term 
1, please contact the office to rectify this. 
 
Assignments 
The first of the assessments and assignments have been given out this term. It is best if your student is struggling with these, that 
they see their class teacher in the first instance as early as possible. There is also homework club every Thursday to help with  
assignments. There are plenty of staff to help guide students with assessments. Please encourage your student to ask. 
 
Many blessings 
Mrs Amanda Erwin, Mrs Karen Bond and Miss Niketa Law 
Indigenous Department 

 

USQ (Toowoomba Campus) Student Experience Day for Years 11 & 12  
The University of Southern Queensland is conducting a Student Experience Day at the Toowoomba 
Campus on Friday May 13th. The event starts at 8.30am and finishes around 2.15pm that day. It's a self 
booking process where students can book online to attend. We won't be running a bus to this particu-
lar event but we are looking at running a bus to the University of the Sunshine Coast either before the 
end of this term or early in Term 3. If students have questions about the USQ Toowoomba event then 

please come and see me. Alternatively you can book in at the following online link: 
 
http://usq.edu.au/study/high-school-students/advising-school-leavers/events/student-experience-day 
 
USC (University of the Sunshine Coast) Student Experience Day for Years 11 & 12 
Watch this space! - we are working on a bus trip for interested students by the end of this term or early in Term 3. 
 
Kind regards 
Ms Trudy Byrnes 
Career and Employment Transition Coach 
 

Friday Lunch Specials 
Morning Tea and Lunch - Mini Spring Rolls (4) - $3.50 
 
Morning Tea and Lunch - Chicken and Gravy Rolls - $3.50 
 
Kind regards 
Mrs Michelle Davis 
Tuckshop Convenor 
 



Whip Cracking Team Upcoming Events 
 Rural Discovery Day - Thursday 18 May 

Brisbane Exhibition Grounds 
School Bus Departing SMCC 5.30am 

 
Whip Cracking Practice 
 This week practice Thursday Morning Tea 

(Auditions for the Red Boot Hoot). 
 
Kind regards 
Mrs Lauren Arrell 
Whip Cracking Coordinator 
 

BSC set the scene early with a runaway try in the opening minutes of the game. It helped the Saint Mary’s lads to settle down and 
play the game. They worked hard and drew close to the line allowing Matthew Geary to dive over for a try. The year 2’s and other 
students sitting in the grandstand erupted into cheering.  
 
Gayndah rallied and scored again but Brayden Andersen kept us in the game when he busted his way through opposition lines 
and scored two successive tries. This put us just in front 12: 10. Gayndah came through with another converted try and now we 
were down 16: 12.  
 
The play went back and forth across the field. Robbie Hall-Bean put a big tackle on one of their largest players - a real clash of the 
titans.  Troy Taylor had a number of strong runs regularly gaining valuable metres. Lauchlan Beutel has joined the team and it was 
great to see him have his first run of the season. 
 
With only minutes left on the clock Hayden Binnie put in a grubber kick that bounced off the posts. Tristan Sanders scooped it up 
and scored. Unfortunately the conversion was unsuccessful but the scores were levelled.  
 
Well played Saint Mary’s and Gayndah. 
 



Mother Day Stall 
MUMS : LOOK AWAY NOW!!  : MESSAGE FOR DADS ONLY!!!!    

The P&F Mother's Day stall is on again this year. The products are different to last year - so Dads you will earn extra brownie 
points!!  Students are welcome to bring their money along to school in the week beginning 3rd May.  Prep and Grade 1 students 
will be brought up to the 'shop' by their teachers. Prices range from $2 - $10.  Each child will be encouraged to purchase only 1 
product for each of mothers / grandmothers.   
 
The Mother's Day stall will be open: before school and 1st break on Wednesday 4th May, Thursday 5th May & Friday 6th May: 
Maryknoll Canteen. 
 
During this term we would like to start collecting recipes for a Saint Mary's Cook Book. We would like to incorporate your favourite 
recipes into what will be a great collection.  
 
If you can help at any of these events mentioned above, could you please email or phone me so I can pass your name onto the 
relevant coordinators? Without your help these events are quite hard to run, so your help is much appreciated. 
 
God Bless, 
Susan Robertson 
President 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
29th April 2016 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
During June 2016 Saint Mary’s Catholic College is producing a Disney Junior production of ‘The Little Mermaid’. 
 
‘Written to flow seamlessly between land and sea, Disney's The Little Mermaid JR. provides plenty of opportunities to bring these 
locations to life through creative movement and configurations. The fantasy of being underwater means your entire cast and crew 
can let their imaginations run wild.’ - See more at: http://www.mtishows.com/disneys-the-little-mermaid-jr#sthash.DsKwFNB4.dpuf 
 
Participation in this musical will be extra-curricular and will require out-of-school time for rehearsals and shows. Parents will need to 
consider this before signing the permission slip below. Staff will try to keep this process running as smoothly as possible for parents. 
 
Students from Years 4 to 10 are able to audition for the cast of the show. We will be auditioning the students on their dancing, 
singing and acting abilities. Roles will be given out based on these auditions. 
 
Once students have been accepted into the cast of Disney’s The Little Mermaid Jr. there will be an expectation to attend a majority 
of rehearsals and to learn their entire role before the dress rehearsal. Students need to be prepared to fulfil these obligations prior to 
auditioning. 
 
Whilst the College will prepare as much set and costuming as possible, there may be opportunities for parents to help along the 
way, and any offers of help would be much appreciated. 
 
This experience will be invaluable for students in the Arts, as it will enable them to develop appreciation of set-design, costume de-
sign and further develop their understandings of performance-based skills. 
 
Students will be under the direct supervision of Mrs Bronwyn Langford-Martoo, Mrs Angelique Arden, Mrs Jane Iszlaub, Ms Amy 
Woodruff and Miss Caitlin Woodman for the rehearsal process and the performances. 
 
If you have any questions about the musical please don’t hesitate to contact any of the Arts teachers at the College.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Bronwyn Langford-Martoo      Mrs Angela Myles  
Visual Art Teacher        Principal 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
I give permission for my child/children to audition for the Saint Mary’s Catholic College production of Disney’s The Little Mermaid Jr. 
 
Name of student/s ……………………………………………………………………….………………. Year level/s ………………………………………… 
 
Parent name: …………………………….………………………………………….. Parent signature: ……………………………………………………… 
 
Parent contact (phone and email): ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 




