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Saint Mary’s Catholic College
SOUTH BURNETT

N E W S L E T T E R
From the Principal
Parent Engagement

This week we held our first Parents and Friends meeting for 2018. I am so blessed to have such 
an energetic, supportive and proactive group of parents to work with at Saint Mary’s. There is a 
significant body of research showing a strong correlation between parent/carer/family engagement 
in a child’s education and positive educational outcomes. When families and schools work together, 
children are more likely to build good relationships and do better at school. Students are also more 
likely to demonstrate:

• improved school readiness
• higher retention and graduation rates
• enhanced cognitive development and academic achievement
• higher motivation and greater ability to self-regulate behaviour
• better social and relationship skills.

If you would like to know more about the various ways you can engage with your child’s education, 
please take a moment to read the attached parent fact sheet from the Queensland Federation of 
Parents and Friends Associations. Alternatively, you can visit their website via the link below for 
more resources on parent engagement in learning and wellbeing.

http://www.pandf.org.au/ 

Stop, drop and go zones

Stop, drop and go zones are a safe place to be dropped off or picked up outside of school. The Stop 
Drop & Go zone at Saint Mary’s is located along Kent Street at the front of the College. When using 
this zone either in the mornings or the afternoons, please remember the following helpful tips:

• Stop, Drop & Go Zones operate like a fast moving taxi rank picking up students from the front 
of the zone. 

• There is a two minute limit for stopping in the zone. 
• Two minutes gives kids time to get in or out of the car without holding up the traffic too 

much. 
• Ensure children exit and enter the vehicle from the footpath side. 

In the afternoons: 
• Delay your arrival until after release time. If you arrive early, please do not park in the zone! 
• Drive slowly to the head of the line. 
• Move forward as space becomes available. 
• Collect only at the head of the line.
• Drivers are to stay in the car unless assisting with the loading of baggage and passengers. 
• Do not park for more than 2 minutes during signed hours of operation. 
• If others abuse the zone, don’t follow their lead. 
• Ensure passengers have secured seatbelts before driving off.

Other important points:
• Think about timing your trip to avoid the busiest times. 
• Always obey the school zone speed limit (40km/h). 
• Park only where parking is permitted.
• Be patient … schools zones are always busy places at the beginning and end of the day and it 

is important that we show consideration for others.

God bless
Mrs Angela Myles
College Principal

Term 01 Week 05
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Head of Primary News
This week marks the second week of Lent as we travel through our reflections of a ‘Just’ world and how we can make this happen.  
Being Just is one of our Benedictine Values here at Saint Mary’s and it is more than being ‘fair’.  It has many layers.  There will be 
more information shortly about a Just Dance that the Year 12 SRC are conducting for P-12.  There will be an entry fee and all pro-
ceeds go to CARITAS, our Lenten commitment in 2018.

Chess.  Congratulations to our chess players who went away to Maryborough on Monday and represented Saint Mary’s with pride.  
A big thank you to Mr Mulcahy and Miss Schick who went with the 18 children.  Special mention to our P-6 contestants, Lucas and 
Hamish Mungall, James McCarthy, Jacob Jenson, Hayden Watson and Joe Whitfield.  Both Lucas and Lachlan won merit ribbons for 
their efforts. 

Shave and Colour for a Cure.  This is a cause close to the hearts of many people in our College.  The College, while not running the 
event does support those who choose to give donations at the local centre. Shave and Colour for a Cure will be in Kingaroy  
Shoppingworld on Saturday 17th March. If you are supporting this cause by colouring your child’s hair please ensure it washes out 
and is not a permanent colour.  For the residual colour left in the hair for a week or so, please have your child bring a note indicating 
that they participated in this wonderful cause.  Also, if shaving for a cure, while not bald, 10mm or 1 cm is the shortest cut for boys 
at our College, and no tracks please.  Entry fee for this event is the donation of a gold coin. Even if not shaving or colouring your 
donation would be appreciated.

NAPLAN.  NAPLAN is held over three days for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9.  This year it is Week 5 of Term 2.  Tuesday 15th May: 
Language Conventions, Wednesday 16th May: Reading and Thursday 17th May Numeracy with Friday 18th May the catch-up day 
for anyone who was away on any of those days.  There will be more information about NAPLAN over the coming weeks.  If you have 
concerns at this stage, then please contact me or Ms Kennedy our Support Teacher Inclusive Education so we can answer your imme-
diate questions. 

God bless
Ms Pam Radcliffe
Head of Primary

College Photos
College Photos will take place this Friday 23 February 2018.

Students (and Parents) are reminded that full and correct formal College uniform is essential for photo day. We also advise that  
students bring their own comb or brush. Students and teachers have been advised of the schedule for individual photos and whole 
of class photos. However, parents should note that photos of School-Based Trainees will be taken at 8.00am so that they can then 
go to their regular host employers. Sibling groups will have their photos taken at 12.45pm. Also, there will be a whole of staff group 
photo at 8.30am which will mean reduced staff in the office area at this time.

Parents are reminded to order photos on line before Friday OR return the completed order envelope 
with money on Friday.

Thank you
Mr John Dalton
APA

APRE News
Ash Wednesday

Last Wednesday the College commenced Lent with a very significant and substantial Mass. It marked 
the beginning of Lent and the opening of the school year. We also welcomed 
Father Chukwudi and the seniors of 2018 committed to their roles as leaders 
including the induction of our College Captains and the Student Representative 
Council. Father Chukwudi spoke eloquently engaging the students in the 
symbolism of ashes and he reminded us that without God we are just dust. Father 
Chukwudi made a great impact on the student body through his words and 
manner and we are blessed to have him as our parish priest. I would like to 
acknowledge Mrs Jane Iszlaub and her Senior Elective Music Class and Ms Amy 
Woodruff for leading the College in the hymns for the mass. It made the event 
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very special.

Focus on Religious Education 

As part of a symposium I attended with other members of the leadership team last week, we decided in our strategic plan to have a 
sharp focus on the teaching and learning of Religious Education. This is aligned with wider system initiatives including Excellence in 
Learning Teaching and Catholic Identity and Mission. This is an exciting time for us but it calls us to look carefully at what and how we 
teach Religious Education. Already four teachers have volunteered to take up study opportunities and others to engage in 
professional learning in this core subject.

Our moral purpose as educators and our College 
mission is fixed on human dignity. Like for every 
large organisation this poses challenges, however 
the ‘hope filled’ story of Jesus calls us to action. 
Hope is the foundation on which every subject 
should be taught so students make meaning and 
find truth in the world around them and in  
themselves as learners.

Kind regards
Mr Martin Perrett
APRE

Office News
Term 1 Fees 
Term 1 Fees are due for payment by this Friday, 23rd February unless you have a formal payment arrangement in place. Statements 
were emailed to families who have provided a valid email to the College. If you have not provided an email address, statements have 
been posted. If you have not received your statement by either post or email, or you wish to update your email, please contact the 
College immediately. While the College will accept payments by instalments, we do need to know the amount and timing of these 
payments, and it’s preferable that these instalments be done via Direct Debit or BPay. 

Kind regards 
Miss Kym Schultz 
Business Manager

2017 College Magazine
Please note if your copy of the 2017 College magazine does not start with 'Principal's Reflection' and has pages doubled up, please 
bring it back to the office and we will replace it with another copy.

Resource Centre News
Inter-School Chess Tournament
On Monday, 18 students (12 secondary and 6 primary) and 2 staff travelled to Maryborough and competed in the Wide Bay South 
Chess Tournament against other schools that included St Mary's Primary, Maryborough; Tinana SS; Fraser Coast Anglican; St  
Helen's Maryborough; James Nash Gympie; and Victory College Gympie. The students displayed keen attitudes and enjoyed the day 
as College representatives. 

Overall our students played in 126 matches, winning 61, stalemating 8 and were defeated in 57 matches. I want to say how very 
proud I am of each of these students for outstanding behaviour representing SMCC. This is a credit to you, as parents, and to their 
love for the game of chess.

Two primary students, Lucas Mungall (Year 3) and Hayden Watson (Year 5) were awarded merit ribbons for their competitive spirit. 
Well done everyone!

This Week ..... in the Library
Students from Prep to Year 2 will be exploring the text Jeremy by Chris Faille. The text explores what happens to a little baby  
kookaburra when it falls out of its nest and is brought home by a family cat. The text explores the stages of growth of the  
kookaburra. Years 3 and 4 will continue learning about being safe when online, and view the next episode of Hector's World. Years 5 
and 6 will further explore Digital Citizenship. All of these resources can be located at https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources 

https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources
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Quotation
"The gadget that will have the biggest impact on literacy is already out there. It's called a book." Anthony Horowitz (UK author)

Yours in Reading
Mr Bill Mulcahy
Teacher Librarian

Classroom News
Dance
On Friday 9 February, the Years 9 - 12 dance students had the opportunity to participate in a full day workshop run by Megajam’s  
Jasmine Meakin and Luis Pinto. Despite the extreme heat, students were able to learn a choreographed hip hop  
routine containing both old and new style hip hop. This day was invaluable as it allowed us to learn a variety of new 
techniques and dance steps which will further strengthen our choreographic pieces in dance. Although we were challenged, the 
workshop was energising, fast paced and most importantly, fun! On behalf of the dance students I would like to thank Miss 
Cunningham for organising this amazing opportunity for us all.

Bridget McDonald
Senior Dance Student

From the Tuckshop
Friday Green Board Specials
Available both Morning Tea and Lunch

• Potato Bake $4.00
• Spinach and Ricotta Triangles (4) $4.00

LENT
Meat will not be sold on Fridays until Easter. This includes chicken and ham.  Meat is available on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Meat will be sold again in Term 2 on Friday.  

QKR
QKR (our online ordering system) closes at 9am every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. If your child is away the day of your order, you 
can cancel your order online up until 9am of that day. Please note that your child will need updating into his/her correct 2018 class.

Ice Blocks
If your child has ordered an ice block either through the online system or the bag system, s/he needs to come up to the tuckshop to 
collect the ice block after the 10 minute bell.  They must have their bag with them.   Please remember that Years Prep to 3 may only 
order 1 ice block at a time.

Volunteers
If you would like to volunteer at the tuckshop, you can do so by calling on Monday, Wednesday and Friday to discuss how to  
volunteer.

Donation of Goods 
If you are able to donate any of the following items during the year, it would be greatly appreciated. Below are the main ingredients 
we use, however any donations are more than welcome. 

Self Raising Flour
Desiccated Coconut

Plain Flour
Caster or Brown Sugar 

Tinned Pineapple Slices
Small Tinned Corn

Beetroot

These can be dropped into the Tuckshop on Monday, Wednesday, Friday or to the College Office.
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New Item
Please note we now sell Peckish Plain Rice Crackers.  These are gluten free and will replace the Red Rock Plain Chips.  They are $1.50 
and are able to be ordered on QKR now!

Have great week!
Mrs Michelle Davis
Tuckshop Convenor

Whipcracking News
Whip cracking Practice is on this Thursday 22 February from  3pm to 4pm (please meet Mrs Arrell at tuckshop undercover area).

With Thanks 
Mrs Lauren Arrell
Whipcracking Coordinator

Lions Youth of the Year
Last week, six Year 12 students participated in the Lion’s Youth of the Year 
competition. Lydia, Bridget, Ernie, Mackenzie, Madisyn and Harry all spoke 
with eloquence and maturity. Our school captain, Harry Lucas won the 
overall competition, displaying confidence in the improvisation challenge, 
and empathy across his speech on homelessness. Bridget McDonald won 
best presentation of the evening with a speech on Australian attitudes to 
the refugee crisis. This yearly competition is designed to encourage student 
interest in leadership and the qualities required to take an active and 
constructive role in the community. A high level of academic, 
leadership, sporting, public speaking and citizenship achievement is sought 
in its potential winners.

Kind regards
Mrs Mandy Sullivan and Mrs Camilla Meyers

String Immersion Program
Do you have a violin gathering dust under your bed?

The Saint Mary's String Immersion Program needs three violins, and would love to bring your instrument to life again!

Please contact the College Office if you are able to donate your violin to this worthy cause.

Kind regards
Mrs Jane Iszlaub

From the Parish Newsletter
Key Register - We are currently in the process of updating our Key Register. If you have any keys to any of the Parish facilities can you 
please notify the office with details of what key/s you hold. This can be done by phoning 4162 5121 or email kingaroy@bne.catholic.
net.au

 The members of the St Vincent de Paul Society, Kingaroy, advise that effective from 4 March 2018 we will be holding a BBQ lunch 
incorporating our meeting on the first Sunday of each month. This will replace the meeting in the Biscuit Tin on the first Monday of 
each month. We invite any and all who are interested to join us. Further details will be published in the newsletter after our meeting 
on 18 February.

Sacramental Program
If your child has received the sacrament of Confirmation in 2017 or earlier, the celebration of First Eucharist is happening in first two 
weekends of June 2018.  There is a parent information session for Eucharist on Thursday 26 April at 2.00pm in the boardroom of 
Saint Mary’s Catholic College and repeated in the parish hall of Saint Mary’s church that same evening at 6.00pm.  Please come 



realise your dignity

along to receive more detailed information, the books and to register your child.  There is a $30 fee to cover the cost of the books, 
medals and certificate.

If your child (9 years or older) wishes to receive the sacrament of Confirmation this year 2018 then the Bishop will be celebrating the 
Mass and sacrament in Our Lady Help of Christians church in Nanango on Sunday 24 June 2018.   Father Chukwudi Chinaka would 
like to share the celebration between the two churches.  It was in Saint Mary’s church in 2017.  The parent information session for 
Confirmation is Thursday 3 May at 2.00pm in the boardroom of Saint Mary’s Catholic College and repeated in the parish hall of 
Saint Mary’s church that same evening at 6.00pm.  

Please come along to receive more detailed information, the children’s books and to register your child.  There is a $30 fee to cover 
the cost of the books, medals and certificate.There will be quite a lot of information at the meetings, about the expectations of 
parents to assist their children to prepare and participate in the respective activity sessions (once on a Saturday) and weekly Masses 
over that time. 

Community Notices
	

The Regional Arts Development Fund is a Queensland 
Government and South Burnett Regional Council 

partnership to support local arts and culture. 

“Bows and Beats” 
Music Workshops	

The	South	Burnett	Community	Orchestra	presents	
	2	days	of	fun,	challenging	music	workshops	

	for	intermediate	to	advanced	string	and	percussion	musicians	
	led	by	experienced	visiting	tutors.	

*	Less	confident	musicians	are	invited	to	observe	*	
	

Strings: Gwyn Roberts (Cellist, conductor, music director, teacher) 
Percussion: Jeff Jarrott (Drummer, composer, teacher, conductor) 

	
Saturday 24th Feb - 10am to 4pm 
Sunday 25th Feb - 10am to 2pm 

	
Uniting	Church	Hall,	Alford	St,	Kingaroy	

	
Participants	$25	including	refreshments	

Observers	$10	
	()	

To	register,	email:	sbcorchestra@hotmail.com		
or	phone	Caz	AH	0418847067	

	

See	www.sbco.com.au	or	
www.facebook.com/sbcorchestra	

Game on!!!! 
 

When: Tuesdays 10am for 
the whole month of March 

 

Where: “Biscuit Tin”   

15 Albert Street, Kingaroy 
 

Come along to Centacare Community Connections 
and teach your favourite game or learn some new 

ones!!  

Morning tea provided 
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2018 

PARENT ENGAGEMENT IN LEARNING AND WELLBEING
PARENT FACT SHEET

When families and schools work together, children are more likely to build 
good relationships and do better at school.
There are simple things parents can do at home, and with their child’s 
school, to help their child to do their best. Showing children that education is 
important, building their confidence and connecting with their school helps 
to shape children’s learning and well-being.

The impact parents can have
Parents and families are children’s first teachers and they continue to help their 
children to learn and thrive throughout the school years. When their family’s love 
and support is combined with the expert knowledge of teachers, it can have a 
significant and lasting impact: 

• Children can be more likely to enjoy learning and be motivated to do well 

• Children can have better relationships with other children, improved behaviour 
and greater confidence 

• Children can do better at school and are more likely to graduate and go on to 
college, TAFE or university 

• Children can be less likely to miss days at school

There are simple things parents can do that have a big impact
At home
Many things families do to help children thrive – such as healthy eating, being 
active and showing affection – are very important. Parents have the biggest 
impact on children’s learning when they help children to believe in themselves 
and to enjoy learning new things. 

Some things to do to be ready for a great day of learning - Have your child well 
fed to start the day:  have a regular bedtime: make sure they have all they need 
for school (pencils, pens, swimming gear etc – watch for school emails or notes): 
make sure they have lunch or a lunch order:  get them to school on time. 

With your child’s school: Teachers are experts in learning and can help you to help 
your child learn. The best starting point is to keep the lines of communication open 
between yourself and your child’s teacher.

The evidence is clear. Parents make a difference. And the way they contribute 
most to their children’s education is through what they do at home. Being a parent 
can be challenging, but the good news is that you don’t have to be ‘volunteer of 
the year’ or an expert on the war of 1812 to help your child succeed at school.”
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Calendar of Events
Friday 23 February
College Photo Day
Full Formal Uniform to be worn please
Wednesday 28 February
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Thursday 1 March
Orana Aged Care Visit
Monday 5 March
Year 9 Reflection Day - Girls TBA
SMCC Youth Group 3pm - 5pm
Wednesday 7 March
Year 9 Reflection Day - Girls TBA
Thursday 8 March
Choiez Media Presentation
Year 9 Reflection Day - Boys
The Matty Matt Schow - Prep to Year 6
Friday 9 March
Benedictine Awards 9am
Meals on Wheels
Tuesday 13 March
Community BBQ
Wednesday 14 March
Prep-Year 6 Arts Council Mathy Math Presentation 9.30am
Thursday 15 March
Orana Aged Care Visit
Friday 16 March - Friday 23 March
Year 11-12 Exam Block
Monday 19 March
SMCC - Youth Group 3pm - 5pm
Tuesday 20 March
P&F Meeting 5.30pm
Tuesday 27 March
Defence Force Presentation
Wednesday 28 March
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Thursday 29 March
Orana Aged Care Visit
Term 1 Completed
Monday 16 April
Pupil Free Day
SMCC Youth Group 3pm - 5pm
Tuesday 17 April
Term 2 Commences
P&F Meeting 5.30pm
Tuesday 24 April
ANZAC Day Liturgy 9am - 10.30am
Please note the office will be closed for the ANZAC Day Liturgy
Parent Teacher Interviews 3.30pm to 8pm

Wednesday 25 April
ANZAC Day Public Holiday
Thursday 26 April
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Orana Aged Care Visit
Friday 27 April
Cow Horse Competition
Saturday 28 April
Rock and Roll Trivia Night 6.30pm
Monday 30 April
Year 12 Retreat

SMCC Youth Group 3pm - 5pm
Tuesday 1 May
Year 7 and 10 Immunisations 11am
Wednesday 2 May
Year 12 Retreat
Thursday 3 May
RYDA Driver Safety Program - Year 11 students
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
Friday 4 May
College Cross Country
Monday 7 May
Labour Day Public Holiday
Kingaroy Eisteddfod
Tuesday 8 May
Kingaroy Eisteddfod
Community BBQ
Wednesday 9 May
Kingaroy Eisteddfod
Thursday 10 May
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
Orana Aged Care Visit
Monday 14 May
SMCC Youth Group 3pm - 5pm
Tuesday 15 May
P&F Meeting 5.30pm
NAPLAN Testing
Year 4 Camp
Wednesday 16 May
NAPLAN Testing
Year 4 Camp
Thursday 17 May
NAPLAN Testing
Year 4 Camp
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
Friday 18 May
NAPLAN Testing Catch Up Day
Wednesday 23 May
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Thursday 24 May
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
Orana Aged Care Visit


