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Saint Mary’s Catholic College
SOUTH BURNETT

N E W S L E T T E R
From the Principal
As you know, this week our College community has been saddened by the death of Rohan Parker. 
Our hearts are heavy and our thoughts are most definitely with Rohan’s family during this  
extraordinarily difficult time. It has been of some comfort in recent days to witness the love,  
support, faith and hope being shared amongst our students, staff, parents and friends as we reach 
out in kindness to one another.

Over the coming days and weeks, you may be concerned about your child’s reaction, or expressions 
of feelings about this unexpected loss. These reactions and feelings may be part of the grieving 
process and could be quite intense. We will continue to provide additional professional counselling 
at the College for as long as it is required and there is a process in place for your child to be able to 
access that support should they need it.  Once we have further information about the plans Rohan’s 
family wish to make regarding a memorial service, we will let you know.

In dealing with loss and grief, it is so important for us to remember the value and dignity of human 
life. Please pray for Rohan who we believe is now at peace with God. I also ask you to remember 
and pray for his family that they will be comforted and strengthened by the love of God and our 
whole school and parish community. 

If you have any queries regarding the school’s support plan or if you have any concerns about your 
son or daughter, please feel free to contact Mrs Angela Myles, Mrs Mandy Sullivan, Ms Pam  
Radcliffe or Mr Graham Turnbull at the College. 

God bless

Mrs Angela Myles
College Principal

Term 01 Week 07
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I’m not sure where I should turn
Will faith get me there?
What possible lessons can I learn?
All this seems unfair

Many questions nagging me
For what has happened here
God give me hope so I might see
'Cause all I feel is fear

God…creator…however you’re known
Be with us all today
Our family is missing Rohan
So now we are here to pray…

Jesus showed through his short life
That prayer takes many forms
It’s helping those in pain and strife
It’s walking mates through storms

So as we prepare to face this wall
And black clouds are all we see
Pick us up if we should fall
Do the same for Rohan’s family

Give us minds clear and strong
But give us gentle hearts
It was Jesus who came along
And offered all  of us fresh starts

God… through Mary we turn to you
She said ‘yes’ without a fuss
She felt the pain as we do too
Mary help of Christians …Pray for us

Prayer for Hope
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Head of Primary News
Before school playtime
Students are supervised in Area B and Area C and specifically supervised around the play gym equipment before school from 8.20am 
to 8.40am.  During this time students are asked to use the equipment in the correct way.  Can you please remind your child not to 
swing upside down and hang by their knees on the monkey bars and to slide down the slide not walk up the slide?  The equipment 
at school should be used for its intended use – and to have fun!

Just a reminder to parents who have toddlers...
If you are up in Area B before school watching your school age children playing on the play gym, please keep the little ones off the 
equipment.  It is difficult I know, to keep the little ones off the equipment, however, with many school age children on the equipment 
in the mornings, it is not safe to have younger children playing with the school age children.  It would be a tragedy if the littles got 
knocked over or worse, got knocked off the equipment, by the older children. It can also limit the play of the older students if they 
are mindful and careful of the toddlers on the equipment as they wait their turn.

Mathy Matt show
Prep to Year 6 students will attend the Mathy Matt show, an Arts Council event.  This will be in the MKC from 9.30am to 10.30am on  
Thursday.  There is no charge for this event.

Sacramental Program
If you are interested in the sacramental program please see the notice in this newsletter.

God bless
Ms Pam Radcliffe
Head of Primary

Campus Minister News
Firepit Youth Camp
On the weekend 24 of us set off to Linville to camp and hike part of the Brisbane Valley Rail Trail. After 6 kms of walking, we stopped 
by "Hagrid’s Hut" and celebrated maybe the first ever Mass in that place with Fr Chukwudi. While listening to readings from scripture 
and sharing communion, we could hear the creek in the background. It was a beautiful experience for the kids. That afternoon we 
were treated to icy poles from a traveller, shared stories, painted faces and ate sausages. The kids enjoyed a game of spotlight when 
the sun went down. It was a great camp. Thanks to everyone who attended and helped out.

World Day of Prayer 
Thank you to Bridget, Harry, Bridget, Bailey and Austin for attending 
World Day of Prayer at the Seventh Day Adventist Church in Kingaroy last Friday. 
You guys are champions.

God bless
Miss Megan Schick
Campus Minister
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Resource Centre News
This Week ... in the Library Lessons
Students from Prep to Year 2 will be read the book Once Upon a Small Rhinoceros, a story about a small rhino who builds herself a 
boat and prepares for an adventure despite the warnings of the other rhinoceros. The story is an inspirational tale about believing 
your dreams and taking on a challenge. Storytime and the exploring of books are perfect ways to expose young students to the world 
around them. While the students won’t sail in a boat around the world like the small rhinoceros they can be transported to many 
different places by using their imagination.

Years 3 and 4 will identify what personal information is safe to put online.
Years 5 and 6 will identify safe sharing of content/images online and strategies to protect their content/images online. 

Readers Cup 2018
Early in March I will nominate a team of young readers from Years 5 and 6 to compete in this state-wide competition. The team will 
consist of four students who will read a set of books and then compete with other local school teams to answer quiz questions from 
the books. Readers Cup competitions challenge students to read widely, work collaboratively in a team and continue developing a 
love of reading. Successful teams can continue to compete at a state level similar to sporting teams.

If you are not sure what the Readers Cup competition looks like, here is a trailer to show what it is like.

Yours in Reading
Mr Bill Mulcahy
Teacher Librarian

Music Notes
Music Dates
Term 1

• Sunday 1 April – Easter Sunday choir at Lady Help of Christians Catholic Church, Nanango, 8am
Term 2

• Monday 7 – Wednesday 9 May – Kingaroy Eisteddfod (involves all students Yrs 1-6 and elective Music Yrs 9-12)

Years 1, 2 and 3 Class Choir – “Food”
The students in Years 1, 2 and 3 are learning the lyrics and actions to a fun little song about food for this year’s eisteddfod. Parents 
and carers can help their children to commit the song to memory by reciting the words with their children, and it may be fun to let 
your children teach YOU the actions:
“Some like tea and some like coffee, some like chocolate and some like toffee, some like hot food and some like cold, some like new 
potatoes, some like old. Some like vegetables and some like pickles, some eat far too much and some, too little, I eat most things and 
when I’m in the mood, I like, I like, I like food!” 
Here are some of our students using different writing strategies to learn the lyrics of the new song:

Years 4, 5 and 6 Class Choir – Ahoy, me Hearties!
The upper primary students are learning “Try Everything” (Shakira) and an energetic pirate-themed song for the eisteddfod. All 
students in these classes have some rap lyrics to learn, and they are real tongue-twisters. Mrs Lenihan, Miss Thomas, Mr Harrington 
will be asking students to dig through their costume boxes at home to put together pirate costumes for our May performance, which 
is sure to “argh-mazing”.

Year 4 – String Immersion
Any students in Year 4 who would like a little extra assistance with their violin skills are welcome to join me in the Music Centre at 
morning tea anytime during the next two weeks. I love hearing their delightful squeaks and sqwarks, and the music that emerges at 
this elementary stage of learning. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Wz0kEb_3J0
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Easter Sunday Singers Needed at Lady Help of Christians Nanango Catholic Church
If you would like to sing in the Easter Sunday service in Nanango at 8am on Sunday 1 April, please email me for rehearsal times.  
Absolutely no singing experience is necessary, and the music will be wonderful. Participants of all ages are welcome. 

Yours in music
Mrs Jane Iszlaub
Middle Leader - Co-Curricular Arts and Culture

Classroom News
Year 1/2 and Year 2
Last week, the Year 1/2 and Year 2 classes were involved in a variety of rich and engaging experiences, which extended on their 
learning this term in Religious Education.

On Thursday, the children were joined by Mrs Martoo and her senior Art class, who led the students in an activity inspired by the 
Creation Story ideas of "light" and "darkness". Students explored concepts of colour, contrast and tone, and went on to co-create a 
paper lantern, inspired by the Van Gogh's famous piece, "Starry Night". 

On Friday the students welcomed to their classrooms, Pop Eric and Aunty Nikki, who shared the creation stories of our first people. 
The children listened intently as Pop Eric told the story of The Rainbow Serpent, and of how the rivers, islands and even the Great 
Barrier Reef came to be. Students then had the special opportunity to work with Aunty Nikki, to create their own Rainbow Serpent 
art piece, using a variety of different techniques and materials. 

We are so grateful to Mrs Martoo and her class, and to Pop Eric and Aunty Nikki, for their generosity, enthusiasm and time in helping 
our students to engage in such rich and meaningful learning opportunities. 

God Bless
Mrs Emma Brown & Mrs Sarah McCarthy
Year 2 Classroom Teachers

Debating News
Last week, three debating teams participated in the first round of the APEX debating competition. The students performed extremely 
well and overcame debut-nerves. Oliver Rees, Isaac Kelly and Hannah Woodard-White (SMCC 1) and Caitlin Lang, Elizabeth Watson 
and Josee Currin (SMCC 2) won their debates - a fantastic result for the first round. Caitlyn Carney, Kayla Peters and Lannah Sowden 
(SMCC 3) faced strong competition from Nanango State High and were narrowly defeated. 

The teams were supported by their fantastic debating coaches, Ms Sudull and Ms Tatterson - thank you. 

To the parents of the debating students, we appreciate your dedication to your students. 
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On Wednesday, 14 March, these teams will be participating in round two of the competition here at Saint Mary's from 6 pm. We  
encourage any interested members of the College community to attend this evening of fierce debate. 

Mrs Camilla Meyers 
Debating Coach and Curriculum Leader  - English, Humanities and Languages

Meeting our Lion's Youth of the Year Team Members
Bridget McDonald. 
What did you enjoy most about competing in Lions Youth of the Year?
I thoroughly enjoyed all aspects of the Lions Youth of the Year competition; however my favourite section was the public speaking 
component. I enjoyed sharing with the audience a topic I am passionate about: 'the injustices our asylum seekers experience when 
attempting to enter Australia'. The Lions Youth of the Year was an opportunity to gain more experience speaking in front of the wider 
community. 

What was the most challenging element of Lions Youth of the Year?
The most challenging part of the competition for me was the impromptu questions. This was where you were given a question and 
had to respond within a two-minute time frame. I found this difficult, especially trying to construct a spontaneous, well-thought-out 
response spontaneously.  Fortunately, the two impromptu questions on the night were on topics that students could easily discuss 
and relate to.  

Why should students compete in the 2019 Lions Youth of the Year program?
I encourage all Year 12 students to compete in the 2019 Lions Youth of the Year program as it is a fantastic opportunity that allows 
you to gain experience in public speaking, meet and interact with other students and Lions Club members and develop self-confi-
dence. It will also provide you with skills for interview situations. The competition includes a private interview where you outline 
your sporting, academic, cultural and leadership achievements.

From the Tuckshop
Friday Green Board Specials
Available both Morning Tea and Lunch
Mac’N’Cheese  -  $4.00 each
Cheese Pizza Muffins (2)  -  $4.00 each
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LENT
During Lent we do not sell meat at the Tuckshop on Fridays. This includes chicken and ham. Meat will be sold again in Term 2 on 
Friday.  Meat is available on Mondays and Wednesdays.

QKR
QKR (our online ordering system) closes at 9am every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. If your child is away the day of your order, 
you can cancel your order online up until 9am of that day.

Volunteers
If you would like to volunteer at the tuckshop, you can do so by calling on Monday, Wednesday and Friday to discuss how to  
volunteer.

Donation of Goods 
If you are able to donate any of the following items during the year, it would be greatly appreciated.   Below are the main ingredients 
we use, however, any donations are more than welcome. 

Self Raising Flour
Desiccated Coconut

Plain Flour
Caster or Brown Sugar 

Tinned Pineapple Slices
Small Tinned Corn

Beetroot

These can be dropped into the tuckshop on Monday, Wednesday, Friday or to the College Office.

Item Unavailable
If an item your child has ordered is not available we will substitute, after consultation with your child, with an item of equal value.

Have great week!
Mrs Michelle Davis
Tuckshop Convenor

Whipcracking News
Commonwealth Games Queens Baton Relay Event 2018
When:  27 March 2018, 6.30pm  
Where: Memorial Park, Kingaroy (grassy area near Rotunda)
What: Commonwealth Games Queen's Baton relay Event

There will be food and drink stalls, free rides, face painting, sporting demonstrations, Arrival of Baton, Welcome to Country &  
Official Section, concluding with fireworks at 8.00pm.
 
The SMCC & Saint John's Whipcracking Teams will be providing demonstrations scheduled at 6.30- 6.45pm

Goomeri Pumpkin Festival - 27 May Sunday 2018
SMCC Whipcrackers will be marching this year in the Street Parade and involved in Whipcracking Demonstrations with St John's 
Whipcracking Team later in the morning.

There will be no Whipcracking Competition this year at the Pumpkin Festival.

Please let Mrs Arrell know if you are interested in attending these events .

EKKA- Friday 10 August 
The SMCC Team will once again be performing and competing at the EKKA  RNA grounds on Friday, 10 August from 9am through to 
3pm.  

Please let Mrs Arrell know if you are interested in attending these events .

Next Whipcracking Practice Thursday,  8 March  (3- 4pm)

With Thanks 
Mrs Lauren Arrell
Whipcracking Coordinator
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Sacramental Program
If your child has received the sacrament of Confirmation in 2017 or earlier, the celebration of First Eucharist is happening in the first 
two weekends of June 2018.  There is a parent information session for Eucharist on Thursday 26 April at 2.00pm in the boardroom 
of Saint Mary’s Catholic College and repeated in the parish hall of St Mary’s church that same evening at 6.00pm.  Please come 
along to receive more detailed information, the books and to register your child.  There is a $30 fee to cover the cost of the books, 
medals and certificate.

If your child (9 years or older) wishes to receive the sacrament of Confirmation this year 2018, the Bishop will be celebrating the 
Mass and sacrament in Our Lady Help of Christians church in Nanango on Sunday 24 June 2018.   Father Chukwudi Chinaka would 
like to share the celebration between the two churches.  It was in Saint Mary’s church in 2017.  The parent information session for 
Confirmation is Thursday 3 May at 2.00pm in the boardroom of Saint Mary’s Catholic College and repeated in the parish hall of 
Saint Mary’s church that same evening at 6.00pm.  

Please come along to receive more detailed information, the children’s books and to register your child.  There is a $30 fee to cover 
the cost of the books, medals and certificate.There will be quite a lot of information at the meetings, about the expectations of 
parents to assist their children to prepare and participate in the respective activity sessions (once on a Saturday) and weekly Masses 
over that time. 

From the Parish
2nd Rite of Reconciliation Masses

                Our Lady Help of Christians Nanango - Monday, 19 March from 5.30pm
                Saint Mary’s Kingaroy - Monday, 26 March from 5.30pm

Community Notices

COME ALONG AND ENJOY

TUESDAY 27 MARCH 2018
KINGAROY MEMORIAL PARK 

STARTS AT 4.00PM

FREE RIDESFREE 
FACE PAINTING

FOOD 
STALLS

LUCKY DOOR 
PRIZE

DEMONSTRATIONS

5.30PM - QUEEN’S BATON RELAY ARRIVES
FOLLOWED BY OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

8.00PM - EVENT CONCLUDES WITH  
FIREWORKS

Community Celebration
and 

South Burnett
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Come and try Motorcycling at South Burnett Junior Motorcycle Club 
 
South Burnett Junior Motorcycle Club along with Motorcycling Queensland will be giving the public a 
chance to come and give Motorcycling a go in a safe and controlled environment on Sunday the 25th of 
March 2018.  
 
South Burnett Junior Motorcycle Club is a Motocross club, offering competitors the chance to tackle jumps, 
whoops and berms at speed. It’s the most popular discipline of motorcycle sport in Australia, producing 
fast, close and exciting racing. 
 
Lead by an experienced team of officials and volunteers, riders will be able to come and try their hand at 
Edenvale Raceway Kingaroy for free for children under 16 year olds. Motorcycling Queensland will cover 
the cost of your licence for the day and the club is just asking for a discounted fee from any new seniors 
that come for the come and try day.  Seniors will be able to ride at members prices instead of non member 
prices so $25 will cover you to ride for the day.  
 
Any participant heading to the Come ‘n Try will be eligible to claim a free 3 month Recreational 
Motorcycling Australia License , just for participating. This licence insures riders for participating in the 
sport, offering them more access to motorcycle venues, events and resources. However the Come ‘n Try 
Licence is only available to those who have never held any type of Motorcycling Australia licence 
previously.  
 
South Burnett Junior Motorcycle Club Come ‘n Try will start sign on from 8am and riding from 9am, at 
Edenvale Raceway, Edenvale South Road Kingaroy QLD 4610. This event will be held in conjunction with 
our normal ride day so our regulars are also welcome to attend. There will also be a canteen available on 
the day with some great burgers, cold drinks and treats.  
 
Bring your own bike, boots, helmet, gloves, long pants and a long sleeved shirt.  
 
For more information on South Burnett Junior Motorcycle Club or the Come ‘n Try Day, head to our 
Facebook page, or call Brent Perrett (President) on 0409 266 969.  
 
 
T hanks  and we hope to s ee you there! 
                                                                                
 
 
 

S    For a grand St Patrick’s day 
               come along to  
   ST PATRICK’S DAY MINI-FETE 
Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church  
                    Kumbia 
       Saturday 17 March 2018 
               from 1.30pm 
  Prize for best decorated bike  
   Silent Auction, raffles, stalls, 
 competitions, guessing games, 
and scrumptious afternoon teas! 
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Calendar of Events
Thursday 8 March
Year 9 Reflection Day - Boys
The Mathy Matt Schow - Prep to Year 6
Friday 9 March
Proposed SB Under 12s Touch Trials
Meals on Wheels
Tuesday 13 March
Community BBQ
Wednesday 14 March
Apex Debating 5.30pm to 9pm
Thursday 15 March
Orana Aged Care Visit
Friday 16 March - Friday 23 March
Year 11-12 Exam Block
Friday 16 March
National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence P-12
Monday 19 March
SMCC - Youth Group 3pm - 5pm
Tuesday 20 March
P&F Meeting 5.30pm
Wednesday 21 March
Youth Group at St Mary's Chuch 3pm to 5pm
Year 10 Information Night 6pm
Tuesday 27 March
Benedictine Awards 12.25pm
Defence Force Presentation
Wednesday 28 March
Apex Debating 5.30pm to  9pm
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Thursday 29 March
Orana Aged Care Visit
Term 1 Completed
Monday 16 April
Pupil Free Day
SMCC Youth Group 3pm - 5pm
Tuesday 17 April
Term 2 Commences
P&F Meeting 5.30pm
Wednesday 18 April
Youth Group at St Mary's Church 3pm to 5pm
Tuesday 24 April
ANZAC Day Liturgy 9am - 10.30am
Please note the office will be closed for the ANZAC Day Liturgy
Parent Teacher Interviews 3.30pm to 8pm
Wednesday 25 April
ANZAC Day Public Holiday
Thursday 26 April
First Eucharist Parent Information Session 2pm to 3pm
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Orana Aged Care Visit
Saturday 28 April
Rock and Roll Trivia Night 6.30pm
Monday 30 April
SMCC Youth Group 3pm to 5pm
Tuesday 1 May
Year 7 and 10 Immunisations
Wednesday 2 May
Youth Group at St Mary's Church 3pm to 5pm
Thursday 3 May
RYDA Driver Safety Program - Year 11 students
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm

Friday 4 May
College Cross Country
Monday 7 May
Labour Day Public Holiday
Kingaroy Eisteddfod
Tuesday 8 May
Kingaroy Eisteddfod
Community BBQ
Wednesday 9 May
Kingaroy Eisteddfod
Thursday 10 May
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
Orana Aged Care Visit
Friday 11 May
SB Cow Horse Competition
Monday 14 May
SMCC Youth Group 3pm - 5pm
Tuesday 15 May
P&F Meeting 5.30pm
NAPLAN Testing
Year 4 Camp
Wednesday 16 May
NAPLAN Testing
Year 4 Camp
Youth Group at St Mary's Church 3pm to 5pm
Thursday 17 May
NAPLAN Testing
Year 4 Camp
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
Friday 18 May
NAPLAN Testing Catch Up Day
Wednesday 23 May
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Thursday 24 May
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
Orana Aged Care Visit
Monday 28 May - Wednesday 30 May
Year 12 Retreat
Monday 28 May
SMCC Youth Group 3pm - 5pm
Tuesday 29 May
ICAS Competition - Science 
Wednesday 30 May
Youth Group at St Mary's Church 3pm to 5pm
Thursday 31 May
Musical Rehearsal 3pm to 4pm
Friday 1 May - Saturday 2 June
Kokoda Challenge


