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Saint Mary’s Catholic College
SOUTH BURNETT

N E W S L E T T E R
From the Principal
On Monday morning we held a very beautiful and uplifting memorial service for Rohan Fleming. 
The service gave us a special opportunity to remember Rohan, to pray for and offer support to his 
family and friends. Although this is a very sad time for everyone in our community, we can carry 
with us an important reminder, that we are all loved and that we are all capable of loving others. 
We are also especially mindful of the powerful ability each of us has, to realise the dignity of those 
we encounter each day, and of our great capacity to support each other through difficult times. 
Some of you may have seen the following prayer on our Facebook page. I share it with you this 
week as I feel is it especially poignant for our community at this point in time.

Dear Lord,

Thank you for the challenges in life that help to build my strength.

Thank you for the times when my lack of resources reminds me of the value of resourcefulness.

Thank you for the mysterious people who confound, frustrate and annoy me, teaching me patience 
and the art of forgiveness.

Thank you for the moments when I am in desperate need of a miracle, and at the very last moment, 
from an unexpected source, one arrives.

Thank you for the difficult path that only I can walk, the challenging problems that you have  
prepared for me to solve and the purpose that you have for my life.

Thank you for the moments of courage that you give me so that I can live a life of meaning, not 
comfort.

Thank you for the moments when I am aware of my many faults, not so that I can wallow in guilt, 
but so that I can tap into your grace and mercy.

Thank you for sending angels to wrestle with me, building my resilience and teaching me to hold on 
to what is good.

I pray that you would give me strong ankles for the times when I walk on rocky ground.

I pray that you would give me a strong heart for the times when pain would otherwise break my 
spirit.

And I pray that, even in the darkest night, I will be looking to the light that’s coming.

I pray that I (and my family and friends) may be numbered with the resilient ones.

Amen

Visit from Fr Stephen & Benedictine Awards
On Tuesday, we were blessed with a visit from Fr Stephen. As you know, Fr Stephen moved on from 
the St Mary’s Parish at the end of last year and we didn’t have an opportunity to formally farewell 
him as a College community. This week, we had the pleasure of having Fr Stephen present our Term 
1 Benedictine Awards and some of our students also gave him a gift from the College to help him 
remember the time he spent with us. 

Congratulations to all those students who received awards on Tuesday. It is always wonderful to be 
able to acknowledge the contribution of students who strive to live out our Benedictine Values each 
day.

Term 01 Week 10
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Holy Week
The week leading up to Easter is a very special time in the Catholic Church. ‘Holy Week’ as it is known, is the time when we celebrate 
the paschal mystery; the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Since this mystery is at the very center of our faith, we will 
take the opportunity as a College community to commemorate part of the Easter story in a liturgy on Thursday. Parents and Carers 
are welcome to join us. The details are outlined in Mr. Perrett’s APRE report.

God bless

Mrs Angela Myles
College Principal

Head of Primary News
Thank you everyone for a fantastic term.  It has been a long term - 10 weeks.  However, we have certainly squeezed a lot in from 
Mathy Mat to whole school Mass to excursions.  Not to mention testing and writing tasks and good ol’ school work.

A big thank you to the teachers who have worked their magic in the classroom and made the learning interesting and challenging.

Next term we continue our journey with an 11 week term. Please take care over the holidays and have a happy and holy Easter and a 
wonderful couple of weeks out of routine.

Thank you and God bless
Ms Pam Radcliffe
Head of Primary

Parent Teacher Interviews
Dear Parents/Carers

In the next few days, your child/ren’s Term 1 report will be uploaded to the parent portal. If your report has been requested via mail 
you will receive it shortly.

The report reflects each student’s academic work, effort, organisation and behaviour for Term 1 2018. 

This letter is to notify you of upcoming Parent Teacher Interviews and to inform you of the times and dates of these interviews so 
that you may access the system to make appointments/interviews. 

Our Parent-Teacher interviews will be held for:
• Prep to Year 12 on Monday 23 April from 3.20 pm to 8.00 pm at Saint Mary’s Kingaroy. 
• Years 7-12 only on Thursday 26th April from 4.00 pm to 6.00 pm at St Joseph’s Murgon. 

Interviews will be of 10-minute duration and are booked using the Parent Teacher Online.Some teachers may not available on one or 
more of these days due to prior commitments eg professional development days or sporting excursions. 

The PTO booking system will be live and available for making interview bookings from 6 pm Wednesday 28 March.

Please access the system as follows:
• Go to the school’s home page - www.saintmarys.qld.edu.au
• Click the Parent Teacher Online link in the Quick Links
• Click Obtain PIN/Password and enter your email address. Your PIN will be emailed to you. The email address entered by the 

parent must match the email address stored in PTO. This is the email address provided to the College.
• If you see this symbol       displayed alongside the class name, it means this teacher recommends that you book an interview.  

Teachers are always disappointed when they request an interview and parents do not avail themselves of this opportunity. 
Teachers are keen to provide feedback about the progress of your child and give some relevant advice on how he/she could 
improve. The last sentence in the comment section will also indicate if a teacher has requested an interview.

• If teachers become unavailable on the day because of illness we will do our best to inform you via an email or text sent to 
parents.

• When you have made all the bookings you require, you can download or email a report of your bookings for printing. You can 
log in and change bookings any time up to 9.00am on Thursday 19 April.

• No appointments can be made after this time.
• Other parents/carers may be making bookings at the same time that you are using the system. It is possible, though  

http://www.saintmarys.qld.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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unlikely, that a time slot is displayed to you as available, but is then booked by another parent shortly afterwards. If you 
then attempt to book this time slot it will not be available and a message will be displayed to indicate this.

• If you encounter any problems using PTO please contact the College office by phone 4160 0900.

Please note:
• Mrs Lenihan will conduct all Year 5 interviews.
• If you wish to see Mrs McCarthy and Mrs Janson, please book interviews through Mrs McCarthy. Both teachers will be  

present.
• If you wish to see Mrs Weier and Mrs Brown, please book interviews through Mrs Weier. Both teachers will be present.
• Mrs Black will be on leave during interviews and they will be conducted by Miss Rangger who has been replacing Mrs Black.

I am sure the system will be of benefit to students, parents and staff. We look forward to seeing you for interviews during the next 
few weeks.

Kind regards
Mr John Dalton
APA

APRE News
Holy Week
Holy Week is the pinnacle of Catholic Faith and it is experienced through the Paschal mystery. This concept explores the passion, 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In real time it began for all of us last Sunday with Palm Sunday and is fully realised this Sunday 
at Easter.   In between are several intense but crucial events that pertain to Jesus’ final hours. These events reflect our struggles and 
fallibilities and tie us to a greater story of salvation that is prevalent in scripture from the beginning of time.

On Thursday morning our College will observe a major part of the story of the passion of Jesus from his trial to his crucifixion, but it 
will be done in a way that runs two narratives, the account of the day and it’s parallel to our lives. We are calling it, The Way of the 
Cross.

I have enlisted the help of several students as actors and narrators to deliver this story and I have adapted the content to make it 
suitable for our P-12 context. I would welcome any members of our community to journey with us from 9 am in the Maryknoll  
Centre. 

In our parishes the great story is played out in various churches at different times and I would encourage everyone to experience 
these services that help us come to a deeper understanding of the core of our Christian identity.  I know that several staff of the  
College have prepared the music for these liturgies. Ms Romka Sudull, Ms Amy Woodruff and Mrs Jane Iszlaub have been working 
hard and I can attest to how deep and rich Holy Week becomes because of their talent and effort.
 
Kingaroy
Thursday, 29 March 7:00pm Mass of the Lord's Supper
Friday, 30 March  10 am Stations of the Cross, 3:00pm Celebration of the Lord's Passion
Saturday, 31 March 8:00pm Easter Vigil
Sunday, 1 April  10:00am Easter Mass

Kumbia 
Sunday, 1 April  8:00am Easter Mass

Nanango
Saturday, 31 March 6 pm Easter Vigil
Sunday, 1 April  8:15 am Easter Mass

Kind regards
Mr Martin Perrett
APRE
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Campus Minister News
Ignite Live – Sunday 15th April 
On the last Sunday of the school holidays Fr Chukwudi will be celebrating Mass at Ignite Live, he has invited students from Saint 
Mary’s to attend. Ignite Live kicks off with a dynamic celebration of the Catholic Mass like you've never experienced it before. Don't 
believe us? Come check it out! After Mass you can grab something to eat at our festival, meet heaps of other young people from all 
around Brisbane, then head back inside to enjoy the awesome live music of local band "emmanuelworship" and a message by one 
of our inspiring guest speakers. It will be a great night. We will be leaving Kingaroy during the day on Sunday, spend the afternoon at 
South Bank, and after Ignite Live we will head back to Kingaroy. If you’d like more info please don’t hesitate to contact me,  
Bill Mulcahy or Marty Perrett via the College on 4160 0900. 

Firepit youth camp
Friday April 27 – Saturday April 28 we are heading to the Sunshine Coast for our next Firepit youth camp. On Friday night we will 
attend a youth rally called "Activating Joy" - with Fr Rob Galea (X Factor contestant) and "Emmanuel Worship". We will stay the night 
at St John’s College in Nambour, cook up a good breakfast and then head to the beach. 

Project Compassion/Stations of the Cross
Over the last term students and staff have been painting a cross to raise awareness for Project Compassion. This cross has visited 
every class in the College and been signed by each student. The cross will be used for the Stations of the Cross liturgy this Thursday 
to celebrate Holy Week and Easter. 

God Bless
Miss Megan Schick 
Campus Minister

Music Notes
Music Dates
Term 1

• Friday, 30 March – rehearsal for Easter Sunday choir at Lady Help of Christians Catholic Church, Nanango, 4:30pm
• Sunday, 1 April – Easter Sunday choir at Lady Help of Christians Catholic Church, Nanango, 8am

Term 2
Monday, 7 – Wednesday, 9 May – Kingaroy Eisteddfod (involves all students Yrs 1-6 and elective Music Yrs 9-12)

Easter Sunday Singers Needed at Lady Help of Christians Nanango Catholic Church
If you would like to sing in the Easter Sunday service in Nanango at 8am on Sunday 1 April, please email me for rehearsal times.  
Absolutely no singing experience is necessary, and the music will be wonderful. Participants of all ages are welcome. 
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Year 1/2 Class Listens, Reads and Writes
The Year 1/2 students completed an activity this week that required  
them to identify a rhythm clapped to them and then to write the rhythm 
down. This is a big step for children this age, and I would like to  
acknowledge their progress. 

Combined Year 6A and 6B Rehearsal
The Year 6 classes are fine-tuning their music for the Eisteddfod, and as a 
special Week 10 activity, we combined the classes for are mega-choir  
practice. The sound was wonderful! In Week 1 of Term 2, we will add in the 
Year 5 students, completing this year’s  
mega-choir. 

Year 9/10 Music Update
I would like to make a special mention of the students in the Year 9/10 Music class. Many of the students in this class have quite 
limited experience in this field, and I would like to commend them for their positive attitude to all of the activities they have  
encountered during the first term of their studies. They have completed the equivalent to a “grade” of music theory, learnt to play a 
series of basic drum kit patterns, and have done quite a bit of singing, which is a long way out of the comfort zones of many of these 
students. Most importantly, the students are now musically literate which means that they are able to both read and write music 
using music notation. In Term 2, the students will apply this knowledge as they explore the world of Music of the Theatre (Year 9) 
and stage an actual musical (Year 10). Well done, students.

Kingaroy Eisteddfod Dates
The College will notify parents and carers of the specific performance dates for their children in the Kingaroy Eisteddfod as soon as 
the Eisteddfod Committee releases the dates. Please stay tuned for this information, which will apply to all Year 1 – 6 students, all 
College bands and choirs, and all elective Music students (Years 9-12).

Thank you to all families, students and staff who have supported the Music programs this term – your contribution is greatly valued. 
I wish all of you a happy and safe Easter holiday.

Yours in music
Mrs Jane Iszlaub
Middle Leader - Co-Curricular Arts and Culture

Peter Pan Junior Musical News
WOW!!!! The Arts teachers were very impressed with the calibre of each student who auditioned this year. They have finalised  
casting which was released Monday 26 March. Scripts were handed out to those students with spoken lines for them to begin 
familiarising themselves with their role. The Arts Teachers are very much looking forward to working with all students in creating a 
fantastic production of Peter Pan Jr. 

Rehearsals will be held every Thursday after school on the stage of the Maryknoll Centre and in the Music Room from 3:15 until 
4:00 pm. The first rehearsal is Thursday 19 April (Week 1). Students will be able to catch the homework club bus home to Woorool-
in, Wondai and Murgon. Students to be picked up from the College will be supervised at the Stop, Drop and Go zone at the Kent St 
entrance to the school. Your prompt collection of your children each week is appreciated.

Reminder of Important Dates:
• Thursday Afternoon each week – 3:15 – 4:00  
• Weekend dress rehearsal – Saturday, 17 June - 11:30am – 5:00pm
• Midday Matinee – Friday, 22 June – during school time
• Opening Night – Friday, 22 June – 6pm 
• Closing Night – Saturday, 23 June – 6pm 

Kind regards
Miss Jessica Cunningham
Curriculum Learning Leader - The Arts
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Trade Training Centre Forum
Recently Mrs Mahoney, Mrs Sullivan and I attended the Trade Training Centre Forum in Brisbane where a variety of different  
speakers informed us of trends in post school pathways.  We are always exploring ideas of how we can ensure we meet students’ 
post -school opportunities at  Saint Mary’s.  The presenters all made the point that employers are seeking potential employees with  
employability skills which include: Good communication, attentiveness in the workplace, initiative, punctuality to work and  
meetings, good work ethic and reliability, appropriate dress standards and excellent personal presentation. 

A representative from Tourism Queensland emphasised that tourism is a growth industry with many jobs, opportunities and billions 
of dollars generated by visitors to our states and the country.  There is a large shortage of employees in the tourism area but  
particularly a shortage of chefs and cooks. However, with the development of the second runway at the Brisbane airport and the 
huge development which has begun at North Bank in Brisbane there are opportunities in many areas. All facilities need staff and  
tradespeople to run and service venues.

On Friday all teachers were invited to attend one of two industry sites: Cummins and Wesley Hospital.  Health is also a growth indus-
try in Australia with our ageing population. Mrs Mahoney went to the Wesley Hospital where there were a variety of  speakers from 
different departments at the hospital, but most of them were not involved in the health section indicating that there are many other 
roles other than health related jobs.  Tours of the hospital were conducted and teachers had the opportunity to visit the supplies and  
the hospital kitchen. The  procedures and efficiency for both these sections were amazing. The Wesley encourages and offers a range 
of traineeships for Indigenous students and the hospital is always on the lookout for students with a passion for a particular area. 

I visited the Cummins Heavy Vehicle/Diesel site where they too spoke about the pathways for future employees and the skills they 
look for in potential employees and apprentices. These were similar to the employability skills mentioned above.  
Cummins offers work experience opportunities for students which we hope our students will be able to access over the next few 
years.  Cummins South Pacific pride themselves on looking after their employees and clients and employees and are a major  
employer in Brisbane. If your child would like further details, please contact me on 4160 0900.

Kind regards
Mrs Shirley Kerkow
Vocational Education and Training Leader

VET News
The Vocational Education and Training team are pleased to share that three students have recently been signed up for school-based 
apprenticeships.

Harry Burt  (Year  11) is undertaking  a school-based apprenticeship as an Electrotechnology Electrician
Shanyce Blackman (Year  11) is undertaking a traineeship in Early Childhood Education and Care
Kyara Lillico (Year 12) has begun a school-based apprenticeship in Hairdressing.

Congratulations to these students.
Mrs Shirley Kerkow
Vocational Education and Training Leader

Saint Mary's ANZAC Liturgy
If any College families have photos of family members who have served in the Defence Forces we would love to include them in our 
annual ANZAC liturgy. 

Please send your photo as an email to Mrs Bron Martoo, blangford@bne.catholic.edu.au and then add a description with the names 
of anyone in the picture and a brief service record.

I will print them up and have them on display at our liturgy. This is a special tradition that we have here at Saint Mary's and the  
students really love seeing their own family members on display.

Kind regards
Mrs Bronwyn Martoo
Secondary Teacher
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Whipcracking News
Goomeri Pumpkin Festival - Sunday, 27 May

I will send a note home early in Term 2 to let you know of practice days and times for the term ahead.

With Thanks 
Mrs Lauren Arrell
Whipcracking Coordinator

Take A Stand
Friday, 16 March was the National Day of Action Against Bullying when everyone both locally and nationally takes a stand and says, 
‘no way‘ to bullying.  At our primary school assembly, students supported this important cause by constructing a large, colourful sign 
which read ‘Take a Stand’.  This was followed up in classrooms with presentations by teachers about what bullying is and what we 
can do about it.  This will be an ongoing focus for our school throughout the year. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
Year 6 students and their teachers for decorating the letters for the sign.  It looked great! 

Kind regards
Mrs Wendy Lenihan
Year 5 Classroom Teacher

Sacramental Program
If your child has received the sacrament of Confirmation in 2017 or earlier, the celebration of First Eucharist is happening in the first 
two weekends of June 2018.  There is a parent information session for Eucharist on Thursday 26 April at 2.00pm in the boardroom 
of Saint Mary’s Catholic College and repeated in the parish hall of St Mary’s church that same evening at 6.00pm.  Please come 
along to receive more detailed information, the books and to register your child.  There is a $30 fee to cover the cost of the books, 
medals and certificate.

If your child (9 years or older) wishes to receive the sacrament of Confirmation this year 2018, the Bishop will be celebrating the 
Mass and sacrament in Our Lady Help of Christians church in Nanango on Sunday 24 June 2018.   Father Chukwudi Chinaka would 
like to share the celebration between the two churches.  It was in Saint Mary’s church in 2017.  The parent information session for 
Confirmation is Thursday 3 May at 2.00pm in the boardroom of Saint Mary’s Catholic College and repeated in the parish hall of St 
Mary’s church that same evening at 6.00pm.  

Please come along to receive more detailed information, the children’s books and to register your child.  There is a $30 fee to cover 
the cost of the books, medals and certificate. There will be quite a lot of information at the meetings, about the expectations of 
parents to assist their children to prepare and participate in the respective activity sessions (once on a Saturday) and weekly Masses 
over that time. 
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From the Parish
Easter Sunrise Service
Kingaroy District Ministers Association invite you to join them for an Easter Sunrise Service at the top of Mt Wooroolin at 6am, on 
Sunday, 1 April. There will be a short service followed by a $5 breakfast.

Easter Sunday Vigil
St Mary's will be holding a light supper after the Easter Sunday Vigil in the parish hall. All are welcome and asked to bring a plate of 
light refreshments to share.

Community Notices

  

SOL KIDS FIRST AID 
BASIC FIRST AID COURSE FOR KIDS 

School Holiday Session 
Monday 9th April 9.30am-11.30am 

Ages 7-13years 
KINGAROY FIRST AID 

 
 

 

 

2 Hours of learning about CPR, Bandaging, Burns, Broken Bones, 

Snake Bites and much more. 

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL: 

KINGAROY HOME AIDS & FIRST AID TRAINING  

 159 KINGAROY STREET KINGAROY 

4162 5125  

 (More course date & times the more inquires)  

 

    APRIL 2018
School Holiday Program

9.30am - 12n
Creative Connections

8 George St, Nanango
Phone:   Nazrin   0415 392 466

Wednesday 4th

Go Fly a Kite -

the science of flight

Friday 6thDirty Snowballsand Icicle Artthe science of frozen stuff
Monday 9th

Chips & Honeycomb -
the science of food

Wednesday 11th

Catching Stardust

& other fun science

Friday 13thHow Big Will It Get& other fun science

Morning 
tea

provided
Approx 5yrs - 12yrs

Under 5s to be supervised
by parent or guardian

$10 
per child

BOOKINGS 
REQUIRED

Kingaroy District Ministers Association
presents

Country Gospel
Good friday

family ConCert

plus local artists • mens shed bbq available
bring chairs & picnic rug

30 march, 6pm - Kingaroy town hall forecourt

Featuring
THE WALMSLEY BROTHERS

free

ConCert

Award winning talent in their own right, Brendon, Nathan and Jared Walmsley combine to 
create an exceptional musical experience. Having now performed together for over 20 years 
from outback rodeos to Australia’s major country music festivals, The Walmsley Brothers have 
established themselves as a dynamic presence on Australia’s musical landscape.
Their songs are not just catchy tunes. They are perceptive stories about the joys and struggles of 
life; the importance of love and family; and the strength that comes through faith.

Guest appearance

THE RINGER
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Calendar of Events
Wednesday 28 March
Apex Debating 5.30pm to  9pm
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Thursday 29 March
Stations of the Cross
Please note the office will be closed for the Stations of the Cross 
9am to 10.30am
Orana Aged Care Visit
Term 1 Completed
Monday 16 April
Pupil Free Day
SMCC Youth Group 3pm - 5pm
Tuesday 17 April
Term 2 Commences
P&F Meeting 5.30pm
Wednesday 18 April
Youth Group at St Mary's Church 3pm to 5pm
Thursday 19 April
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
Monday 23 April 
Parent Teacher Interviews 3.30pm to 8pm
Tuesday 24 April
ANZAC Day Liturgy 9am - 10.30am
Please note the office will be closed for the ANZAC Day Liturgy
Wednesday 25 April
ANZAC Day Public Holiday
Thursday 26 April
First Eucharist Parent Information Session 2pm to 3pm
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Orana Aged Care Visit
Parent Teacher Interviews in Murgon 4pm - 6pm
Saturday 27 April
Prep Excursion
Saturday 28 April
Rock and Roll Trivia Night 6.30pm
Monday 30 April
SMCC Youth Group 3pm to 5pm
KOKODA Training 3pm to 5pm
U15 Rugby League Training 3pm to 4pm
Tuesday 1 May
Year 7 and 10 Immunisations
Wednesday 2 May
Youth Group at St Mary's Church 3pm to 5pm
Thursday 3 May
RYDA Driver Safety Program - Year 11 students
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
Friday 4 May
College Cross Country
Monday 7 May
Labour Day Public Holiday
Kingaroy Eisteddfod
Tuesday 8 May
Kingaroy Eisteddfod
Community BBQ
Wednesday 9 May
Kingaroy Eisteddfod
Thursday 10 May
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
Orana Aged Care Visit
Friday 11 May
SB Cow Horse Competition

Monday 14 May
SMCC Youth Group 3pm - 5pm
KOKODA Training 3pm to 5pm
U15 Rugby League Training 3pm to 4pm
Tuesday 15 May
P&F Meeting 5.30pm
NAPLAN Testing
Year 4 Camp
Wednesday 16 May
NAPLAN Testing
Year 4 Camp
Youth Group at St Mary's Church 3pm to 5pm
Thursday 17 May
NAPLAN Testing
Year 4 Camp
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
Friday 18 May
NAPLAN Testing Catch Up Day
Monday 21 May
KOKODA Training 3pm to 5pm
U15 Rugby League Training 3pm to 4pm
Wednesday 23 May
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Thursday 24 May
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
Orana Aged Care Visit
Monday 28 May - Wednesday 30 May
Year 12 Retreat
Monday 28 May
SMCC Youth Group 3pm - 5pm
KOKODA Training 3pm to 5pm
U15 Rugby League Training 3pm to 4pm
Tuesday 29 May
ICAS Competition - Science 
Wednesday 30 May
Youth Group at St Mary's Church 3pm to 5pm
Thursday 31 May
Musical Rehearsal 3pm to 4pm
Friday 31 May - Saturday 2 June
Kokoda Challenge
Thursday 7 June
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm
Orana Aged Care Visit
Monday 11 June
U15 Rugby League Training 3pm to 4pm
Wednesday 13 June
ICAS Competition - Spelling
Youth Group at St Mary's Church 3pm to 5pm
Thursday 14 June
ICAS Competition - Writing
Musical Rehearsal 3pm - 4pm


