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Saint Mary’s Catholic College
SOUTH BURNETT

N E W S L E T T E R
From the Principal
Big Things are Happening at Saint Mary’s in 2019!
There are some exciting new initiatives being implemented at Saint Mary’s next year that will  
provide enriched learning opportunities for our students. 

As I mentioned in a previous newsletter, Saint Mary’s has been selected to be a Brisbane Catholic 
Education Accelerate School next year. This means that we will be provided with additional  
resources and support from BCE over the next two years, the focus of which will be on enhancing 
student literacy outcomes. This extra support will help us to ensure that our students are  
experiencing excellent learning and teaching in every classroom, every day. 

In addition to being part of the Accelerate Project, we are also implementing a STEM elective for 
students in Years 9 and 10 and will be running a Cognitive Acceleration Program for all students 
in Years 7 & 8. Both initiatives are designed to prepare our learners for the complex demands of 
tomorrow’s world, teaching them crucial skills of collaboration, critical thinking, creativity and 
communication. Both programs are research based and have been shown to successfully improve 
student achievement. 

We are also exploring new possibilities for student pathways in the senior school. In 2019, we will 
be offering students the opportunity to complete a Certificate II in Health Support and Community 
Services. We are also investigating the possibility of offering Hospitality and Agribusiness by the 
end of next year. This has come about through connections we are making with local employers, 
thus providing exciting options for our young people and broadening the range of career pathways 
they have available to them.

Over the next few weeks and during the Christmas break, we will also be revitalising several  
classroom spaces to provide more contemporary learning environments for students. At the same 
time, we are also engaging in an Energy Reduction and Management programme with BCE, which 
is designed to reduce our energy wastage, thus enabling us to provide sustainable  
cooling/air-conditioning options in classrooms.

We look forward to telling you more about these exciting developments in the new year. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about any of these projects, please don’t hesitate to contact the 
College.

Some interesting websites for parents…
• Learning Potential is an Australian Government website (available as an App) that provides 

valuable information, activities and tips for parents to support their child’s learning – from 
the early years through to the end of secondary school. For primary aged children the 
complementary  
Learning Potential Resources website provides ways to reinforce literacy and numeracy 
skills. The website encourages parents to see ‘small moments’ as possible learning times.

• The STARportal provides families with a comprehensive collection of STEM activities to spark 
their child’s curiosity

Exam Stress - Special Report on School TV
Students in their final year of school are considered a high-risk group for depression and anxiety. 
Sleep deprivation, diet and social media are some of the biggest issues faced by this group of teens. 
Therefore, it is vitally important that a student's mental health is looked after as well as their  
physical health. 

Keeping things in perspective, for students and parents alike, can help prevent everyone getting 
overwhelmed. Although this final year is important, it is not necessarily the most important year of 
your child's life.

Term 04 Week 05
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There are many strategies that students can implement to help themselves. Parents can provide support, not only emotionally, but 
also practically by keeping their child well-nourished and encouraging physical activity.

In this special report from School TV, parents will find useful tips to support their child during this often-stressful time. We hope you 
take time to reflect on the information offered here and we always welcome your feedback.

If you do have any concerns about your child, please contact our College Counsellor for further information.

Here is the link to your special report http://saintmarys.qld.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/year-12-exam-stress-special-report

God bless

Mrs Angela Myles
College Principal

Head of Primary News
Year 5 are heading to the Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium on Wednesday this week.  I am looking forward to visiting the  
planetarium after so many years.  The Year 5s are ‘experiencing’ some of the research they encountered during their science unit, 
looking at the planets in relation to earth and the stars.  It really is a great experience.  Thanks Mrs McNamara and Mrs Lenihan.

Year 6 are participating in a one-day program called Unleashing your Personal Potential or UPP as it is known.  We have two  
presenters from Brisbane who come up for the day and work with the students off campus (Saint Mary’s Parish Hall) for the day and 
experience resilience, working in a growth mindset and working as a team.  It’s a great pre-curser to the Year 6 camp.

A reminder that any excursions or incursions, that the students attend, are in full and correct formal uniform (think photo day  
standard), unless otherwise stated by the class teacher.

Year 6 will also be heading out to Emu Gully for their Year 6 camp mid-November.  This camp helps them with their resilience and 
they leadership skills.  It’s also a great adventure camp that helps them work in teams and be good listeners.  This camp also takes 
them out of their comfort zone as they experience physical challenges and are encouraged by the support of their peers. 

Year 6 into Year 7 Orientation days. Many great friendships were established, and some students have reconnected with friends as 
the Year 6 cohort from this school and 2019 enrolled students from surrounding schools, experience life in high school or secondary 
college here at Saint Mary’s.  The two days are filled with fun activities designed to give them a glimpse into what life will be like in 
our secondary setting.

Prep to Year 6 Celebration of Learning Breakfast.  Check the portal for more detailed information. Please come along to our  
celebration of learning breakfast on Friday, 9th November.  We will start cooking early so that we can serve up from 6.30am to 
7.50am.  Parents and students are invited for brekky and for a wander around your child’s classroom as they take you on a guided 
tour of their classroom.  The bell goes at 8.15am and all parents are asked to depart at that bell time.

There will be notices up on the portal about our Christmas Concert but as a heads up the Prep to Year 6 Christmas break up will be 
Thursday 6th December.  It starts at 5.00pm with a sausage sizzle, free cordial and tea and coffee.  There will be 5 prize raffles on the 
night as well.  Tickets are sold on the night for $2 a sheet of 20 tickets.  You tear apart the tickets and place the tickets into the box of 
the prize that you wish to win.  The more tickets in the one box the higher your chances of winning that item (theoretically!).  As we 
will be sitting on the grass outside the music room, please bring along a blanket to sit and rest.  Blankets are towards the front of the 
grass area, facing the music room and chairs are towards the back.  Plan B will be the MKC if it rains.  Keep your eyes peeled for more 
information about Thursday the 6th December.

Kind regards
Ms Pam Radcliffe
Head of Primary

APRE News
2018 Christmas Appeal
Next Thursday some of the graduating seniors will be facilitating their final event for the P-7 student community. They are hosting a 
movie afternoon to raise money and awareness for families of our region who do it tough over the Christmas period. Entry is $5 per 
student which is primarily a donation. They also get an iceblock and some popcorn plus the movie. There is a flyer that will come 
around to classes this week that has more detail about pick up and drop off.
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We will also be collecting our annual class hampers starting week 6. The money and goods brought in are shared in a combined 
initiative coordinated by Centacare and Saint Vincent De Paul. This ensures that our generosity has the most impact on the ground 
where it is needed most. 

What:    Christmas Appeal Movie afternoon
Where:   Mary Knoll Centre Drama room
When:   Thursday 15th November. 3.30-5.15
Why:    $5 to support local families over Christmas

$4000 a Generous gift
Late last week our community sent a cheque to Bacolod Kindergarten in the Philippines. This is a Catholic early years school with 
links to the Benedictine Tradition that provides education, religious formation, meals and life skills to Filipino students and their  
families. This entire institution is privately funded and exists in a very impoverished part of the country. Through your kind Rock on 
Stage donations and sales at the door and a generous P&F donation we sent them $4000, our largest total ever. We do receive  
periodic feedback from them and this year we received beautiful video messages from them via Mr Ron Johnson who visited them 
over the holidays last year. It was so heart warming and reassuring to know where our money is going and how much it means to 
them. Thank you for all your support.

Year 8 Reflection Day – Project Hatch
Recently both Grade 8 classes participated in a retreat day in the Mary Knoll centre run by Dave from Project Hatch. The day consist-
ed of team building exercises and self-discovery through fun activities incorporating faith. One of our activities was a singing compe-
tition. Dave split the class into two groups and played songs on his guitar and whichever group could sing the most enthusiastically 
won. Although group one ended up winning, group two’s Sam Schmidhauser and Ryan Maudlsey need to be commended for their 
amazing rendition of “Titanium”, screaming so loud they almost passed out. We also played charades in groups, which wasn’t as easy 
as it sounds. Acting out “Microwave” got pretty interesting. Dave talked to us about some pretty real stuff, such as why we feel the 
need to fit in and why we are afraid to express our individuality. He gave us strategies to cope with feeling judged and how to survive 
our teenage years. Our parents could probably use some coping mechanisms for how to deal with our teenage years too. Dave asked 
us to write a letter to ourselves to be opened in grade twelve and we all discovered some really interesting things about ourselves. 
Retreat was really fun and I speak for all of grade 8 when I say it was a day we will never forget. Abby Perrett - Year 8

Kind regards
Mr Martin Perrett
APRE

Campus Minister News
IGNITE CONFERENCE 27-30 September
Ignite Conference was exciting and fun. There was lots of good music and the rallies were 
great. My whole life changed during ignite conference. The workshops were exciting. My 
favorite was the ‘Saints Assemble’. It was so fun. The Ignite Conference app was basically 
Christian twitter and it was great. I will most likely go next year because there was loads to 
do. We even got free pairs of earphones! Percy Curtain year 007

FIREPIT YOUTH CAMP AND YOUTH MASS 20 – 21 October
We had an incredible time in Kumbia camping, eating smores, singing songs around a fire-
pit, playing big games, throwing water bombs at each other and chilling out. The theme of 
the camp was Mountain Air. We enjoyed the fresh air, the freedom and being out in Gods 
creation. The next day the Parish came together for an awesome 
Youth Mass celebrated outside in the field. It was a great way to 
start term 4.

POTENTIAL WITH YEAR 10 – 23rd October 
Saint Mary’s hosted an event facilitated by Brisbane Catholic  
Education for year 10 students from schools around the Brisbane 
Archdiocese. This event was one of three events held. Students 
heard about what it meant to be Made for Greatness. We heard 
from Kathleen Janz in year 10 who encouraged her peers to be a 
voice where a voice is needed and we heard from Fr Chukwudi who inspired the students that God 
never makes rubbish, that each one of them is Awesome. It was a joy to host this powerful event. 
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ORANA AGE CARE VISITS
Our students know how to spread joy when they visit with the residents at 
Orana. Currently we are making Christmas goodies.

IMMACULATA MISSION TEAM VISIT TO YEAR 5 – 5th November
Year 5s experienced a half day retreat with 4 missionaries who are part of 
a missionary team who travel around Australia spreading God’s love. They 
had a great time learning to themselves and each other. 

Shine Girl Program
Shine Girl is a program created for girls in Years 4 – 10 that teaches girls the fundamental 
concepts of worth, strength and purpose. The hope is to teach all girls to have confidence, 
value themselves, gain an understanding of intrinsic value, have the ability to  
problem solve and make decisions, pursue individual desires and understand they are able 
to have a positive influence on the world.  

At our first session on Monday we had the chance to meet one another and learn about all 
of the interesting things which make us individuals. We all had a fantastic time! I highly  
recommend and encourage you to come along and join in on all of our exciting times we 
have ahead of us.  

Girls rock! Elizabeth Watson - Year 10

Year 12 Connect Week
A new program ran the week before exam block to help year 12 students de stress during 
a stressful time and connect with each other again. A different activity was run at lunch or 
morning tea every day for the week. It was a great success. Thank you  
Mrs Martoo and other teachers for your support. 

God bless
Miss Megan Schick
Campus Minister

Uniform Shop News
Winter Soft Shell Jackets
Don't forget if you are interested in ordering a Soft Shell Jacket for next year please call into the Uniform shop and place your order. 
The Uniform shop is open Wednesday 8am - 11am Thursday's 1pm - 4pm.

Change of Uniform Shop Operating Hours
Thursday, 22 November the Uniform shop will be open from 8am - 11am instead of the afternoon hours. We will also be open on  
Friday, 23 November 8am - 11am.

Kind regards
Mrs Joanne Bellert
Uniform Shop Convenor

Resource Centre News
Textbooks - End of year textbook and equipment returns
Year 12 - receives notification of all borrowings in printed form week commencing 22 October, all books, equipment etc to be  
returned by 12 November.  All laptops to be returned for reimaging (please back up anything you wish to keep) by 9 November.

Year 10 and 11 - received notification week commencing 29 October all books and equipment to be returned by 26 November.

Years 7, 8 and 9 - Receive notification  of all borrowings in printed form week commencing 5 November all books and equipmet to 
be returned by 3 December.

Laptops will appear on the following year levels list BUT do not need to be returned unless damaged or student is leaving.

Library Borrowing
ALL Library Borrowing including library books, Accelerated Reader books, Home Readers to finish week commencing 19 November.
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Returns only after week commencing 26 November. All Bulk Loans due back week commencing 26 November.

Any queries on any textbooks please come and see library staff asap.

Book Club
Book club will be coming out this week and orders need to be returned NO LATER THAN 13 November 2018. Online orders (delivered 
to school) will close 20 November 2018. After this date online orders will be delivered to home address and incur a cost of $7.50.

Kind regards
Mrs Leanne Higgins
Resource Centre Aide

Parents and Friends News
Christmas Party
Come and celebrate with the College Board and Parents and Friends Association the end of another year. This event will be held at 
the Kingaroy Lawn Bowls Club (Youngman Street). A pizza dinner will be provided and drinks will be available for purchase from the 
bar. Bring the whole family and come and join us for a fun afternoon of lawn bowls. For catering purposes bookings are essential. 
Please contact Mr Damien Martoo on 0408 068 485 or Mrs Alice Hauritz 4160 0900/ahauritz@bne.catholic.edu.au to make your 
booking. Hope to see you all there!

God bless
Mr Damien Martoo
P&F President

Year 5 News
Year 5 Students Share their Electronic Picture Books with the Preps
Last Friday, the preps finally got to see their electronic picture books the Year 5 students created for them.  It was wonderful to see 
the smiles on their faces as the students enjoyed viewing their electronic books.   The Year 5 students did a wonderful job!

Kind regards
Mrs Wendy Lenihan
Year 5 Classroom Teacher
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Music Notes
Approaching Dates

• Thursday, 8 November (5:00pm-7:30pm)  – Annual Celebration of the Arts (#COTA18) - Maryknoll Centre
• Sunday, 11 November (5:00pm) – Firepit Youth Mass 
• Friday, 16 November (9:00am) – Graduation Mass – All Elective Music students involved (Maryknoll Centre)
• Friday, 23 November (starting at 3:00pm) – Music Tuition Program Spring Recital (Music Centre)

Australian and State Music Reps – Queensland Conservatorium of Music
Congratulations to our team of musicians who attended the Griffith University (Queensland Conservatorium) Honours Program  
(4 – 7 October) in Brisbane:

• Australian Honours Ensembles Program – Ernest Corbet (voice)
• State Honours Ensembles Program – David Rowberry (voice), Naomi Baldacchino (voice)

The students worked with internationally renowned conductors and performed in the QCM Recital Hall to sold-out audiences. I will 
be nominating students for the 2019 SHEP/AHEP programs next year; if you would like to know more about this wonderful  
opportunity, please contact me.

This year, we have had several students involved in QCM programs, including Oliver Rees (trombone), Trinity Miller (flute), Amelia 
McCarthy (violin), Adelene Smith (violin), Hamish Mungall (cello) and Zoe Hoare (cello). It is also important to note that despite the 
arduous audition process, all of our students who were nominated were successful in gaining a place in the program.

Jesse Mould – Double Scholarship Winner
Congratulations to Year 11 student, Jesse Mould, who successfully applied for a rural scholarship to participate in the Topology 
Creative Boot Camp at St Peter’s Lutheran College, Brisbane (4-7 October). Jesse was also accepted into the State Honours Program 
(see above) but had to decline his place to accept this opportunity. This small-intake program allowed Jesse to work with industry 
professionals to develop his composition and performing skills. Jesse is also the recipient of an Empire Theatre scholarship to attend 
the Griffith University (Queensland Conservatorium of Music) Rock Band School at the Gold Coast in 2019. 

Celebration of the Arts – Thursday 8 November
Congratulations to the following students who have been selected to perform at this year’s #COTA18:

• 5:00pm (outdoor stage): Primary String Quartet (Amelia McCarthy, Adelene Smith, Hamish Mungall, Zoe Hoare).
• 5:00pm (Art Gallery Stage): Percy Curtain, Trinity Miller, Sam Perrett, Grace Wells.
• 5:30pm (Main Stage): Year 3/4AB String Immersion Orchestra, Anielle Garlick, Isabella Maddock, Ernest Corbet, Aiden Raabe, 

Jesse Mould, Naomi Baldacchino, Lydia Penny.

This year’s theme is “Hot Summer Nights”, so please feel free to come in appropriate attire.

Beauty and the Beast – South Burnett Musical Comedy Society production
The cast and crew of this year’s SBMCS production, Beauty and the Beast, 
travelled to Toowoomba on Saturday, 27 October to stage its final  
performance at the stately Empire Theatre. What a rush! The show went off 
without a hitch and was made even more engaging through the combined 
efforts of the SBMCS and Empire Tech Crews. As Musical Director of this  
production, I loved every minute of my time with the cast and crew, and 
would like to extend my congratulations to the huge contingent of Saint 
Mary’s students, staff and family members involved. Next year’s production, 
The Sound of Music, is guaranteed to be a wonderful experience; auditions 
will be held in January 2019.

Yours in music
Mrs Jane Iszlaub
Prep - Year 12 Program Leader of the Arts and Culture
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Celebration of the Arts
Our Celebration of the Arts evening will be held in the Maryknoll Centre from 5pm this Thursday. It will be a wonderful night of 
entertainment where you will have the opportunity to enjoy performances from our talented Arts students. There will be vocalists, 
musicians, dance and drama students all showcasing the skills they have learnt this year. You will also be able to appreciate the work 
of our brilliant Visual Art students in the Art Gallery. Platters will be available during interval and the night is expected to conclude by  
approximately 7:30pm.

We hope you will be able to join us for this very special event. 

Community Notices
South Burnett Community Orchestra

1. Armistice Centenary Commemoration Gala Charity Dinner - 10th November, Kingaroy Town Hall. 
Tickets are on sale now for a special evening of ceremony and live music inspired by the Anzac Centenary.  A special  
community choir will join with the full orchestra for part of the evening.  Rear-Admiral Brett Wolski and the RSL State 
President and board members will be joining us.  Help raise funds for Legacy, who do great work supporting the families 
of Veterans.  Tickets are $60 each including a three course meal (special diets can be catered for) and can be purchased in 
person from Kingaroy Office Central, online at www.trybooking.com/WXPB or by emailing the orchestra or calling me on 
0418 847067 (after hours preferred)

2. SBCO Celebrates 2018 - 8th December, Kumbia School of Arts Memorial Hall. 
We present our annual end of year concert at Kumbia.  Enjoy music from a wide variety of styles, both familiar and new, 
including some Christmas favourites.  There is an optional BBQ dinner at interval, including Steak or sausage burger, salad, 
dessert, punch, tea and coffee.  Entry tickets are $15 Adult, $10 Concession (senior/pensioner/student) $30 Family  
(Maximum 2 adults, with kids under 18).  Separate meal tickets must be pre-booked before 6th December, and special diets 
can be catered for.  Tickets for the Kumbia Concert will be on sale from next Wednesday 24th October, online at  
www.trybooking.com/YXYR, in person from Kingaroy Office Central, by email or phone me (see details above).

3. Christmas at Cassis with SBCO - 15th December, Cassis at Booie. 
Following the success of the SBCO String Ensemble's first Cassis concert in June, we invite the new SBCO Wind Ensemble 
to join with the String Ensemble for an extra special festive evening of fine food and beautiful music.  The two groups will 
perform music from a range of styles from classical to contemporary, while a gourmet 3 course dinner is served.  Tickets are 
$80 each or $75 each for groups of 8 or more, and must be booked by 1st December.  Special diets can be catered for.  This 
might be a lovely way to celebrate the holiday season with family or friends, or an opportunity for a unique Christmas party 
with your workmates.  Tickets are on sale NOW from www.trybooking.com/YZGU, or by email or by phoning me.

	

SATURDAY	10TH	NOVEMBER	
6.30PM	-	DOORS	OPEN	6PM	

KINGAROY	TOWN	HALL	

Armistice Centenary 
Commemoration 

	

Gala Charity Dinner 
Concert	

Raising funds for: 

For	more	information	see:	www.facebook.com/sbcorchestra			

www.sbco.com.au			or	call	Caz	
Proudly Supported by: 

This	project	is	proudly	supported	
by	the	Queensland	Government	

Tickets	$60	per	person	
	Includes	3	course	dinner	&	entertainment		

Tickets	available	from	24th	July:		
Online	at	www.trybooking.com/WXPB	
	

Or	in	person	from:	

Other	up-coming	events:	 Dec	8	–	SBCO	Celebrates	2018	at	Kumbia	
	 	 	 	 Dec	15	–	SBCO	Ensembles	Christmas,	Cassis	at	Booie	
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Wondai Community Carols 
Wednesday 12th December 2018 @ 6pm 

at Wondai RSL 
 Come along for a great family night and meet Santa. 

 

 Hear the local choirs singing wonderful carols. 
 

 Song sheets will be available for Community Carols. 
 

 MC:  Mr Winston Burrows 
 

 Carols with Wondai & District Band, Wondai CWA /
Community Choir and Wondai Senior Citizens Choir 

 
 

 Hip Hop Group 

 

 Wondai Lions Club—Sausage Sizzle @ $2 
                                    
 

 FREE Activities for the kids 
 

 Seating will be available 

 

       2018 Wondai Community Carols brought to you by The Wondai Regional Art Gallery           
For more information—contact Wondai Regional Art Gallery on 4168 5926 

The Wondai Regional Art Gallery presents the annual         


