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Saint Mary’s Catholic College
SOUTH BURNETT

N E W S L E T T E R
From the Principal
Air-conditioning plan at Saint Mary’s
As the weather warms up, the conversation naturally turns to our plan for air-conditioning at the 
College. I would like to provide you with some information regarding our plans in this area, so that 
you are aware of what lies ahead.

Brisbane Catholic Education has recently refined the process required with regards to the  
installation of air-conditioning in schools. The steps now required have been put in place with very 
positive intentions – to ensure that we only install cooling that is financially sustainable and as  
environmentally friendly as possible. The new guidelines mean that we need to:

1. Participate in an energy audit – this has been occurring at Saint Marys during last couple of 
weeks and should provide us with strategies for significantly reducing our energy costs. 
Considering that our current energy bill comes in at around $60,000 annually without 
much air-conditioning in place, this will be a crucial step for us.

2. Develop a whole school plan for air-conditioning the College over time – we have identified 
the priority spaces and developed a list of what other areas need to be addressed in what 
order. 

3. Engage an electrical engineer to ensure that the most efficient systems are installed for each 
identified space 

4. Seek building and financial approval from Brisbane Catholic Education 
5. Put the air-conditioning contract out for local tender 

I believe that through this process we will end up with a great result and one that is more  
sustainable and efficient in the long run. I would like you to know that I am very committed to  
making this happen for our community, even if it does take some time. 

Laptop program and College ICT Plan
This term, the College has been working with Brisbane Catholic Education and MOQ digital to  
develop a strategic plan for the implementation of effective information technology across the 
school.  This is essential as we work with our students to develop 21 Century Skills and to ensure 
that our students are prepared for when NAPLAN goes online at our College in 2020. 

As part of this strategy, additional IT resourcing is being provided in 2019. A 1:1 Laptop Program is 
being implemented for all students from Years 7 to 12 and there will also be additional technology 
accessible in our Primary classrooms. 

To support this rollout next year, we will be organising:
• Professional Learning opportunities for all teachers regarding the integration of technology 

in teaching and learning
• Information nights for parents and students about the acceptable use of these devices
• IT ‘Bootcamps’ for students in Term 1 to ensure they know how to effectively and  

appropriately use the technology.

We look forward to sharing more information about these exciting changes in 2019.

Staffing Changes for 2019
At the end of this year, we will farewell the following staff:

• Lauren Arrell 
• Rachel McNamara 
• Liana Rangger 
• Denise Breen
• Michelle Binding
• Dianne Allan 

Term 04 Week 09
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• Leesa Johnston will be taking 12 months leave 
• Romka Sudull will be taking 12 months leave
• Lawrie Ross will be taking leave for Term 1
• Fiona Greeslande will be on maternity leave from Term 1
• Claire O'Brien will be on maternity leave from Term 1

These staff have all made an amazing contribution to our community and we wish them all the best for their next adventure.

This Month on SchoolTV - Mindfulness
Over the last decade, mindfulness has been slowly rising in popularity with many  
individuals practising it on a regular basis. Evidence based research has found that there 
are many benefits to mindfulness which has prompted schools across the nation to  
implement this practice into their daily routines.

Mindfulness can be described as attention training for your brain, enabling you to focus 
on something without judgement and to stimulate curiosity. Mindfulness can be  
practised in a number of ways and is something that can be done by everyone - no  
matter what your age! It has been practised by many cultures around the world, but it is 
not exclusively affiliated to any particular philosophy or religion.

Mindfulness helps improve memory, engagement and performance. Its positive effect on the brain can improve immunity, mental 
wellbeing, learning ability, emotional health and even, time management. It is especially important in this era of information  
overload as our attention is constantly being pulled in many directions making us more distracted.

In this edition of SchoolTV, parents can learn the best way to introduce mindfulness to their children, implementing it into their daily 
lives to have an overall positive impact on family relationships. We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this 
month’s edition and we always welcome your feedback.

If you have any concerns about your child, please contact the school counsellor for further information.

Here is the link to this month’s edition http://saintmarys.qld.schooltv.me/newsletter/mindfulness

I hope that the Christmas break is filled with joy, peace and treasured times with loved ones and friends. If you are travelling, 
please stay safe on the roads. We look forward to seeing you all for an exciting 2019.

God bless

Mrs Angela Myles
College Principal

Head of Primary News
Our last newsletter for 2018.  My how the year has flown. As my Nan would say ‘The older you get the faster it goes’.

We have some wonderful announcements to make for 2019 staffing in primary.
• Prep – Mrs Sarah McCarthy – Room 5
• Year 1 – Miss Stephane Pole – Room 11.
• Year 2 – Mrs Shelley Weier (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday) and Mrs Emma Brown (Monday and Friday) Room 12
• Year 2/3 – Mr Gerard Nixon – Room 13 – see below for more details.
• Year 3 – Mr Joe Kemp – Room 14
• Year 4 – Miss Alyssa Thomas – Room 15
• Year 5 – Mrs Rosemary Curley – Room 96
• Year 6 – Mr Rory Harrington – Room 95

School Officers may work across multiple classes next year and will not be allocated permantly to a specific group. We are conscious 
however of the need to maintain stability in early years classrooms.

Mrs Breen is heading back to the Gold Coast to take up work in her local area.  I take this opportunity to thank Mrs Breen for her 
willingness to come up here away from family and continue the good work started by Mrs Arrell, for our Prep students.

Mrs Wendy Lenihan will be on staff as a permanent Relief Teacher for two days a week. 

http://saintmarys.qld.schooltv.me/newsletter/mindfulness
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2019 will see the commencement of the Brisbane Catholic Education Accelerate Program.  This literacy program is a first for a P-12 
school outside the Brisbane metropolitan area.  As such we have been given substantial assistance for Years Prep to Year 2 and our 
Year 7 and Year 8.  The purpose of this program is to, as the name suggests, accelerate the literacy levels of those years, the big  
junctures for learning.  However, the strategies and knowledge gained will go across P-6 and 7-10.  For over four years, many schools 
in Brisbane have been through the two-year process and we are very fortunate that we are now on the receiving end of their  
updated practices and responses to this process.  Exciting times!

Because of this program, there will be ‘short term planning cycles’ where the teachers are released on a regular basis to plan with 
the Education Officers from Brisbane Catholic Education.  We intend to have the same Relief teacher take the classes to reduce the 
disruptions to the children and maintain continuity of lesson delivery. 

Year 2/3 - In 2019 this will be a mix of 20 to 22 students across the spectrum. This is the case with any classroom – varied ability lev-
els and personalities.    The students will be allocated by reviewing the data across social/emotional (SBSS) and academic (BI).  This 
data, combined with conversations with the teachers and our Primary Learning Leader will result in the class cohort for 2019.  This 
will be on the portal mid-January.  Any students who have a diagnosed learning need and a CAP will be contacted directly to reduce 
the anxiety levels.  If students were in the 1/2 cohort in 2018 it does not necessarily mean that they will be in the 2/3 cohort in 2019.

SHOES in 2019 -  Please be aware that for girls, the shoes need to have a closed covering for the top of the foot.  Baby Jane style 
shoes are not in keeping with the safety measures of the school.  The top of the foot needs to be protected.  (Black leather lace up 
(Velcro) shoes – sport and formal shoes).

Uniforms 2019 -  Full and correct formal uniform and full and correct sport uniform.  Formal uniforms must be worn once a week on 
assembly day.  Formal uniforms can be worn every day except when they have PE lessons or have been advised to wear the sport 
uniform (e.g. excursion).  Both the formal and the sport uniforms have the white SMCC socks as part of the uniform.  Plain white 
socks are not acceptable or part of the uniform at Saint Mary’s Catholic College.  The College school hat is also compulsory.  We are 
a SunSmart school.  No Hat No Play.

The Parents and Friends with the college leadership are offering a Saint Mary’s Catholic College school bag.  These will be available 
in 2019.  There is a significantly reduced introductory offer of $48 for the primary school back pack. The back packs, maroon in  
colour, with white school crest are not compulsory but are very good quality and a reasonable price.  These should last more than 
one full school year. There are two sizes – primary and secondary (laptop section). These are available through the uniform shop.

Last week of school -  Generally, we are starting or finishing off the Christmas craft and then doing a tidy up of the classrooms.   
(Pulling down the work and sending home the wonderful creations).  

School work over the holidays Prep to Year 6… continue on with the sight words over the holidays and any basic mathematics – 
times tables – drill and practice.  Read! Read! Read!  Some parents have asked teachers for work to focus on over the holidays, so 
they don’t lose any of their gains from this year.  Sight words and all school work goes through to the next year.  If your child has not 
received a certificate for their 200 words this year, the routine is taken up again next year and the certificates will follow.

Enjoy using literacy and mathematics in the real world.  Cooking, recipes, making ramps to jump the bike, measure up vegie gardens, 
work out how much soil to buy etc.  There are many ways to keep the literacy and numeracy real, alive, relevant and fun during the 
holidays.

Thursday evening is our Christmas end of year gathering.  We have a sausage sizzle at 5.00pm, Raffle tickets $2 a sheet of 20 tickets, 
and then the concert starting at 6.00pm.  We are outside the music room Sister Hedwidge on the grass.  Please bring a blanket and 
some cushions and/or a fold up chair if you wish to sit at the back behind the blankets and cushions.  The playgrounds will be  
cordoned off.  Sausage sizzle is $1 each (onion no extra charge), drinks (cordial, tea and coffee) are free, Zooper Doopers are 50c 
each.

Below are photos of some of the raffle prizes available at the Christmas gathering.
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Please come along and enjoy celebrating the end of the year together.  Each class has one musical number on the night and at the 
conclusion of the performances, we draw the raffles and Mr. Perrett will present to a representative from Saint Vincent de Paul  
society the baskets of food and general Christmas items that have been collected these last two weeks. 

Friday morning, we have Mass at the Saint Mary’s Parish church.  Students come to school as normal and the roll is marked. We 
then walk down to the church for Mass at 9.00am.  Morning tea - here at the college as usual, back into class and school finishes 
at 12.30 on Friday 7th December.  There will be full supervision until 2.55pm as per usual for children who catch the bus and for 
parents who are unable to collect their child from the college before 2.55pm.

Thanks everyone for your continued support of our college and entrusting your children to our care.  2019 is indeed an exciting year 
and I am really looking forward to working with you all next year.  Have a safe holiday and may the peace of Christ be with you over 
this Advent time of preparation as we get ready for Christmas and our spiritual renewal as followers of Christ, through the birth of 
Jesus. 

Kind regards
Ms Pam Radcliffe
Head of Primary

Campus Minister News
What has been happening in Campus Ministry
It has been wonderful finishing up different ministries around the school from Youth Group to Meals on Wheels… it has been an 
enriching year for students and for myself in many ways. Thank you to all the students, parents and 
teachers for supporting Campus Ministry.

Orana
Students were honored by residents at Orana age care facility who put on a feast for them to say thank 
you for being present with them throughout the year. The students presence is important to residents 
and a powerful witness to the values of Saint Mary’s.

Saint Mary’s Breakfast
We were excited to purchase a blender and a sign for our Friday morning  
breakfasts. Students have been enjoying a banana smoothie first thing on a Friday 
morning. Thank you to P & F for your financial support this year.

Seminarian and Priest Visits
Fr Chukwudi and Matthew Popovic visited primary and secondary classes to share 
with students the vibrancy of the Catholic Faith and the journey toward the  
priesthood. It was wonderful to hear and see young men pursuing Christ and the 
Priesthood.

Christmas Appeal
Students and staff have been thinking outside the box this year to support Saint Mary’s Christmas 
Appeal. The Year 12s facilitated a movie afternoon for primary students to raise funds, Year 10 
Business have sold icy cups and Year 8 and 9 English have been creating informative videos to spread 
awareness. Thank you! Thank you for your generous donations toward this year’s Christmas Appeal. 
We are still collecting items for our hampers. Let us outdo each other 
in generosity this Christmas and bless the families who need support.

Firepit Youth Mass
Our very last Firepit Youth Mass for 2018 is on this Sunday 9th at 
5.30pm St Mary’s Church.. join us for great music and pizza. 

I am looking forward to 2019. 

God bless
Miss Megan Schick
Campus Minister
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Resource Centre News
Library Resources
Can all library resources of textbooks, calculators, library books, home readers, AR readers be returned to the library as soon as 
possible. All items are now overdue.

Kind regards
Mrs Leanne Higgins
Resource Centre Aide

Music Notes
String Immersion…
We have a handful of instruments which have yet to be returned. Please take these to the Library so Mrs Higgins can record their 
return. 

Thank you to all families, friends and support crews who have encouraged our young string players this year. As an aside, if you have 
not yet watched the ABC series, You Can’t Stop the Music with Guy Sebastian, please do so on iView; the research underpinning this 
documentary strongly reinforces the importance of hands-on music tuition for young people, and our String Immersion Program is 
fully reflective of this “best practice” in education. 

Thank You…
As this is the last ‘Music Notes’ for the year, I would like to express my thanks to all students, staff, parents, carers, friends and family 
who have participated in our Music Programs in 2018. It has been a very busy year of musicals, eisteddfod performances, SHEP State 
Honours Program successes and much, much more -  and we have all learned so much about the world of music AND ourselves as 
musicians. Together, we have made our College a very special place. I would like to specifically mention our wonderful team of Music 
Tutors: Mrs Jo Kennedy, Mrs Julee-anne Bell, Mr Greg Madden, Mr Grant Jeppesen, Mrs Shannon Cridge, Mrs Nadine Smith and Mrs 
Jo Town, for working solidly all year to provide the very best tuition for our students and are making a huge difference to the  
standard of music at the College. 

In closing, thank you to all the members of our College community for sharing your amazing talents; I am always stunned by the 
emerging talent I am privileged to see every single day. I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year, full of love, 
hope and joy.

Yours in Music,
Mrs Jane Iszlaub
P-12 Program Leader of the Arts and Culture

Crafty Kids Club
The students from Crafty Kids Club have had another busy year learning new skills and making crafts for community groups.  Crafts 
we have done include, knitting, crocheting, french knitting, weaving, making friendship bracelets and key rings, cross stitch, card 
making and we finished up the term by making a notice board and chocolates. 

This year we made purple lent crosses for Easter and gave these to the diners at the Community BBQ in Kingaroy and also to the 
staff at Saint Mary’s.  We also ran the Winter Woolly Wrap-up where we collected winter clothing and blankets for St Vincent's. This 
term we made Christmas drought parcels for the students and staff at Saint Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Barcaldine and Saint 
Patrick’s Catholic School Winton.  The students made the parcels which contained Christmas decorations and friendship bracelets 
together with stationery items and other goodies.

I would like to thank everyone who has donated to 
Crafty Kids Club this year.

We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.
Mrs Lisa Atkinson
Crafty Kids Club Co-ordinator
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Year 8 Home Economics
The year 8s this term have done investigation into healthy eating and devised their own muffin to meet a specific brief. To finish the 
term last week they got to participate in some fun Christmas Cookery in the kitchen. To say the Reindeer was a hit was an  
understatement. Thank you Miss Schick for assisting our class and taking some fantastic pictures of our students during the  
assembling process. 

Kind regards
Ms Tina Gibson
Home Economics Teacher

From the Parish
From our Seminarian
Hello to the faithful of Kingaroy and Nanango. Peace be with you. I am excited to be spending some time with 
each faith community in the lead up to Christmas. What a special time to be with you. Father Chukwudi has 
asked that I share a little spiel about myself. I was born in Sydney originally, in a family with 6 of us kids. After 
frequenting the Gold Coast to visit friends and family for quite some years, we moved up to the Gold Coast 
when I was half way through Year 10 where I finished off high school at Mary Mount College in Burleigh.

I took a gap year after school to figure out what I wanted to do. I worked part time the first year and more  
importantly I had my first encounter with my local parish youth group. From here I got connected to the Ignite community where 
I was amazed to see so many vibrant young people on fire for their faith. I wondered where all these young Catholics have been 
throughout my schooling life at supposedly Catholic schools. After this experience I thought, God I'm all in. What do you want me to 
do in my life? A couple years later I joined a house of discernment called 'Canali House' with 8 other young blokes. What a blessing 
that was. Six of us went on to enter the Seminary and have been deepening the call to this vocation the past year. One other will be 
entering next year and another with whom I am close friends is discerning a relationship. Praise God! Please keep us in your prayers.

A little bit about my vocations journey towards the priest life:- As I finished up school at Mary Mount College in Burleigh, I began 
thinking of joining the Defence Force Academy in Canberra. I had a hunger to be all in, whereever I ended up, and was intrigued of 
the idea of trying out for the special forces one day. As I began to take steps to pursue this, something in me kept tugging away and I 
had a feeling that I wasn't going to find the fulfilment  I wanted deep down. I was torn. But, this little, yet powerful thing called faith 
began to resurface and very quickly I realised that perhaps what I really wanted was to get it right with God first and go from there. 
Each year I am learning more and more that it was the best decision I could have made. My hobbies include hiking, trail blazing, 
exercising and the odd muck around on the Xbox. Sports I like include Athletics, Rugby League and Tennis. I am 21 years old and 
passionate, particularly about God and his Church, and at the same time I'm trying to keep a life simple with God and people. I have 
learnt some things and have much to learn and I look forwatd to sharing in some time with you. 

God bless
Matthew Popovic

Position Vacant - Parish Administration Assistant
Applications are open for a position at the Kingaroy Nanango Catholic Parish. A person with  
excellent administration and secretarial skills is required for a part time position of parish 
administration assistant for 20 hours a week, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.

For additional information, please visit the Archdiocese of Brisbane website https://brisbane-
catholic.org.au/careers
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The Archdiocese of Brisbane has standards of conduct for employees and volunteers to maintain a safe and healthy environment. 
Our commitment to these standards requires that we conduct background referencing for all persons who will engage in direct and 
regular involvement with children, young people an/or vulnerable adults.

December Weekend Mass Timetable
DATE MASS LITURGY

Saturday, 8 December Yarraman 5pm
Sunday, 9 December Nanango 8am, Kingaroy 10am & 5.30pm Kumbia 8am
Friday, 14 December Cooyar 6pm

Saturday, 15 December Blackbutt 5pm
Sunday, 16 December Nanango 8am, Kingaroy 10am & 5.30pm Kumbia 8am

Saturday, 22 December Kumbia 6pm
Sunday, 23 December Nanango 8am, Kingaroy 10am & 5.30pm

Vigil Masses Monday, 24 December 2018
Cooyar 3pm

Blackbutt 5pm
Kingaroy 5.30pm Carols & 6pm Mass

Christmas Day Tuesday, 25 December 2018
Kumbia 8am

Nanango 7.30am Carols & 8am Mass
Kingaroy 9.30am Carols & 10am mass

Second Rite of Reconciliation
OLHC Nanango 5pm on 19 December 2018

St Mary's Kingaroy 5pm on 20 December 2018

Community Notices
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Wondai Community Carols 
Wednesday 12th December 2018 @ 6pm 

at Wondai RSL 
 Come along for a great family night and meet Santa. 

 

 Hear the local choirs singing wonderful carols. 
 

 Song sheets will be available for Community Carols. 
 

 MC:  Mr Winston Burrows 
 

 Carols with Wondai & District Band, Wondai CWA /
Community Choir and Wondai Senior Citizens Choir 

 
 

 Hip Hop Group 

 

 Wondai Lions Club—Sausage Sizzle @ $2 
                                    
 

 FREE Activities for the kids 
 

 Seating will be available 

 

       2018 Wondai Community Carols brought to you by The Wondai Regional Art Gallery           
For more information—contact Wondai Regional Art Gallery on 4168 5926 

The Wondai Regional Art Gallery presents the annual         
  

SBCO 
Celebrates 

2018 

End of Year Concert 
5.30pm  

Saturday 8th December 
Kumbia School of Arts Memorial hall 

29-31 Bell St, Kumbia (Bunya Hwy) 

Tickets	
Family	$30	
Adult	$15	
Concession	$10	

Optional BBQ dinner at interval 
Meal vouchers must be pre-booked by 5/12 

Includes steak or sausage burger, salads,  
dessert, punch, tea & coffee 

Adult meal $15 
Child meal $5 (12 & under) 

 

Tickets	and	Meal	Vouchers	available	from:	
	
Also	available	online	(small	booking	fee):	 

www.trybooking.com/YXYR	
Or	email:	sbcorchestra@hotmail.com	
Or	phone	Caz	0418	847067	(AH	preferred)	

163	Haly	St,	Kingaroy	

For more information see:  
www.facebook.com/sbcorchestra 

www.sbco.com.au    
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Add some Music to your Christmas 

Christmas at Cassis 

 with SBCO 
Saturday, 15th December, 6pm 

Gourmet	3	course	meal	at	Cassis	at	Booie	
Cnr	Haydens	&	Schellbachs	Rd	

SBCO	String	Ensemble	and	Wind	Quintet	
Beautiful	Classical	and	Contemporary	Music	

Tickets	$80	each	
$75	each	for	group	of	8	or	more	

(Please	advise	special	diets)	
Drinks	available	to	purchase,	cash	or	eftpos	$20	min	

More	info	at	www.sbco.com.au	

www.facebook.com/sbcorchestra	

	

Bookings	must	close	1/12/18	

www.trybooking.com/YZGU	

Email	sbcorchestra@hotmail.com	
	

Or	call	Caz	
0418	847067	AH	

Tickets	are	strictly	limited	

 
 

It’s Competition Time here at  
 

Kingaroy Office Central 
 

Bring your book list down to us to  
pick and pack while you’re enjoying your holidays. 

Book list must be in our hot little hands by the  
21st of December 2018,  
to go into the draw to win  

 

*Up to $100.00 (only) off  
Your book list 

 

 *Conditions apply    

Want to have a hassle free back 
to school in 2019?

Well, look no further we are writing to you on 
behalf of The Lucky Charm Kingaroy. We are a Local 
Family Owned and Operated Community Business 
with over 10 years of back to school commitment 

and experience.

Simply email or drop in your school booklist for 
2019* and you will receive our special discounted 
pricing for your schools support, this gives you a 

10% discount*.

If you have any further questions please do not  
hesitate to call or email us we are very flexible, and 
are here to help meet every need that your school 

and family’s have.

Phone: 4162 2228
Email: kingaroy1@theluckycharm.com.au

*We are happy to supply copies of booklists
*Lucky Charm Rewards card is required for 10% 

discount. Signing up is completely free.
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