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Saint Mary’s Catholic College
SOUTH BURNETT

N E W S L E T T E R
From the Principal
College Musical
Congratulations to the students and staff who worked so hard to produce such a brilliant  
production of Peter Pan. It was a thoroughly enjoyable show full of very impressive performances. 
It obviously takes a great deal of effort to bring a quality show like this together and it was a real 
credit to everyone involved. 

Athletics Carnival
Our College Athletics Carnival will be held over Thursday and Friday of this week. Parents, carers 
and friends of the College are encouraged to join us on the day and support our students. There will 
be additional activities for the younger students to participate in this year. Hopefully, the weather 
will be kind to us.

Thank you in advance to Mr Collier and Mr Freeman for their hard work in preparing for the  
carnival.  We all appreciate the effort that goes into organising such a well-structured event.

Farewell Mr Freeman 
I am sad to share the news that Mr Freeman has decided to return to Brisbane at the end of this 
term. As some of you may know, Mr Freeman is extensively involved in Rugby League as a referee 
and the call to pursue this path professionally, unfortunately means he needs to be back in Brisbane 
full time. Mr Freeman has been presented with some very exciting opportunities in a sport he loves, 
and I know that he is looking forward to this chance. It has been a pleasure having him as part of 
our staff and wish him all the very best for his future.  

Other staffing changes
From the start of Term 3 we will have a new team of Student Well-Being Leaders in the Secondary 
part of the College:

• Years 7 & 8 – Mr Ian Hall replaces Ms Martoo who will now look after our senior students
• Years 9 & 10 – Miss Amy Woodruff replaces Dr Kirby
• Years 11 & 12 – Mrs Bron Martoo replaces Mr Mulcahy who left us earlier this term

Dr Kirby will be taking on the role of Teacher/Librarian from the start of next term.

I hope your holidays are happy and blessed and that you have some time to enjoy the company of 
family and friends. If you are travelling, please stay safe on the roads.

God bless

Mrs Angela Myles
College Principal
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Head of Primary News
Social Media
Social media plays a big part in everybody’s lives. Over the holiday period can you take some time to check the devices your child is 
using and check the apps that are loaded on the device. At the back of this newsletter is a sample of information that is available on 
the government website to assist you in determining what is appropriate.  There is a table that names the apps e.g. Snapchat and 
Facebook and recommends an age that is appropriate, it also lists what the manufacturer deems age appropriate.  There is quite a 
difference in the ‘recommended’ age. The site of the Office of the eSafety Commissioner – Australian Government www.esafety.gov.
au has great information.

As parents you have the final say about what apps your child can access.  The flyer at the back of the newsletter is simply a guide 
with useful sites for you to find out more information and to be more informed. Is there an age limit for kids on social media?

NED
Thursday, 26 July at 9.00am in the MKC. NED is an acronym for Never give up; Encourage others; Do your best.  This fits very nicely 
with our Benedictine Values and our Bounce Back program. 

The NED Show visits 2 million students every year across the UK, Australia, New Zealand, the United States and Canada.  They will 
visit 5,000 schools this year including us here in Kingaroy.  It promotes positive attitudes and encourages students to do their best 
every day.  The crew do this using storytelling, humour, illusions and yo-yo tricks to inspire and motivate the children to NED.  There 
are many Online resources for parents and teachers to access in relation to NED.

There is no charge but it works through a ‘pay it forward sale’.  There is no charge because the last school sold yo-yos, the profits of 
which are used to bring the show to the next school so they don’t have to charge students to attend the performance.  Also, a small 
portion of each yo-yo sold is allocated to the nearest children’s hospital. It is not compulsory to purchase the Yo-Yos.  It is there as 
an opportunity to help others and remind themselves of the lessons learnt.  The yo-yos are on sale for 5 -10 school days after the 
performance.  The yo-yos range in price from $8 for a regular (glow in the dark) yo-yo, $15 for an ‘auto return’ yo-yo and $20 for a 
professional (ball bearings) yo-yo.  You can purchase any number of yo-yos.  There is a notice at the end of this newsletter to give 
more information.

I have contacted the schools in our district who have hosted the NED show in the past, and they had very positive comments about 
the show.

Term 3 will have a focus on uniform procedures
Students need to be in full and correct uniform – shoes, jumper etc.  This is either the full and correct sport uniform or the full and 
correct formal uniform.  Please check the College website if you are unsure of appropriate uniform items e.g. school shoes.  A hat 
MUST be worn when outside which includes the shade or under a tree etc.  As students move around the school they are in the sun, 
so a hat needs to be worn. Students will need a note from the parent indicating when the correct uniform item will be purchased. 
You can use the QKR app to order uniform items online ready for pick up early Term 3.

Refer to the Principal’s address in last week’s newsletter if you are intending to embroider your child’s clothing.  There is a font 
size and thread colour that is advised, should you choose to embroider.

Enjoy the holidays and have a rest.  If you are travelling then stay safe.  If staying close to home, try to relax.  Enjoy the two weeks of 
no homework or lunches!

Thank you everyone for a great Semester 1 and I look forward to Semester 2.

Kind regards
Ms Pam Radcliffe
Head of Primary

Parent Teacher Interviews
Parent-Teacher Interviews and Reports - Semester 1, 2018
On Friday, 29 June your child/ren’s Semester 1 report will be uploaded to the parent portal. If your report has been requested via 
mail you will receive it shortly.

The report reflects each student’s academic work, effort, organisation and behaviour for Semester 1, 2018. 

This letter is to notify you of upcoming Parent Teacher Interviews and to inform you of the times and dates of these interviews so 
that you may access the system to make appointments/interviews. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent/staying-safe/social-networking/is-there-an-age-limit-for-kids-on-social-media
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Our Parent-Teacher interviews will be held for Prep to Year 12 on Monday, 23 July from 3.20pm to 8.00pm at Saint Mary’s Catholic 
College Kingaroy. They will be held in the Maryknoll Centre, but if the weather is cold, they will be held in the secondary double 
storey classrooms 84 – 89. 

Interviews will be of 10-minute duration and are booked using the Parent Teacher Online. 

Please be aware that due to circumstances: 
• Ms Sudull, Mr Freeman and Year 11 Religion and Ethics will not be available for interviews. 
• Although Ms Sudull has been absent for some time, her classes will be reported on with achievement and effort, but not with 

associated comments.  
• Some teachers may not be available on the day due to sickness or prior commitments e.g. professional development days or 

sporting excursions. We endeavour to notify parents of these cancellations on the day of the interviews. 

The PTO booking system will be live and available for making interview bookings from 6pm Wednesday, 27 June.

Please access the system as follows:
• Go to the school’s home page  www.saintmarys.qld.edu.au
• Click the Parent Teacher Online link in the Quick Links
• Click Obtain PIN/Password and enter your email address. Your PIN will be emailed to you. The email address entered by the 

parent must match the email address stored in PTO. This is the email address provided to the College.
• If you see this symbol            displayed alongside the class name, it means this teacher recommends that you book an 

interview.  Teachers are always disappointed when they request an interview and parents do not avail themselves of this 
opportunity. Teachers are keen to provide feedback about the progress of your child and give some relevant advice on how 
he/she could improve. The last sentence in the comment section will also indicate if a teacher has requested an interview.

• If teachers become unavailable on the day because of illness we will do our best to inform you via an email or text sent to 
parents.

• When you have made all the bookings you require, you can download or email a report of your bookings for printing. You can 
log in and change bookings any time up to 9.00am on Thursday 19 July and no appointments can be made after this time.

• Other parents/carers may be making bookings at the same time that you are using the system. It is possible, though  
unlikely, that a time slot is displayed to you as available, but is then booked by another parent shortly afterwards. If you 
then attempt to book this time slot it will not be available and a message will be displayed to indicate this.

• If you encounter any problems using PTO please contact the College office by phone 4160 0900.

If you wish to see Mrs McCarthy and Mrs Janson, please book interviews through Mrs McCarthy. Both teachers will be present. If you 
wish to see Mrs Weier and Mrs Brown, please book interviews through Mrs Weier. Both teachers will be present.

I am sure the system will be of benefit to students, parents and staff. We look forward to seeing you for interviews during the next 
few weeks.

Kind regards
Mr John Dalton
APA

Guidance Counsellor News
Most parents of adolescent children would be aware of the online game, Fortnite. For many young people, the addictive nature 
of this game is having adverse effects on children’s 
behaviour and affecting their mental health. With over 
125 million registered players  
worldwide, this game encourages players to battle each 
other to death using a variety of weaponry.

With an age rating of 13+, this game raises many  
cybersafety concerns. Unfortunately, it allows  
unmoderated chat between players, leaving children 
exposed to be contactable by 'randomers' online. This 
function alone makes it unsuitable for primary aged 
children.

In light of last week’s announcement from the World Health Organisation now recognising “gaming disorder” as a mental health  
issue, this special report will help parents gain a greater insight into Fortnite and the concerns surrounding it. Parents are  
encouraged to reassess their gaming allowances and better manage technology usage at home.
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If you have any concerns about your child, please contact the school counsellor for further information.

Here is the link to your special report: http://saintmarys.qld.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/online-game-fortnite-special-report

Kind regards
Mr Graham Turnbull
Guidance Counsellor

Uniform Shop News
Winter has arrived! College jumpers and tracksuits are available in all sizes. We still have in stock but only with limited sizes available. 
The new soft shell jacket these jackets are not available to order on QKR and must be ordered in store. The cost for these jackets are 
$80.00. We now have our maroon tights sizes from girls to ladies available. 

Just a reminder that from the 1st July 2018 we will no longer be using single use plastic bags, please if you are coming into the 
Uniform Shop to remember to bring in a bag if required. 

Don't forget you can order your uniforms via our QKR online ordering, once the order is put together we will contact the student to 
collect.

Our uniform shop hours are: Wednesday 8.00am - 11.00am and Thursday 1.00pm - 4.00pm

Kind regards
Mrs Joanne Bellert
Uniform Shop Convenor

Athletics Carnival News
A reminder to all students that hats are a part of your uniform. At the coming Athletics Carnival if you do not have a hat you will be 
seated in the shade all day and not allowed to participate in any events.

Student Expectations – Athletics Carnival
• In fairness for all students, parents are not to bring take away food into the College for their child.
• The College tuckshop will be open for both days
• Please see the attached timetable for where students are to assemble morning and afternoon homeroom of each day
• Students may wear only their house colours or College sport uniform to school in appropriate attire for participation.
• Students in Prep – Year 6, please have written the age you are turning (or have turned) THIS year and the first letter of your 

College house (Polding, Quinn or Rush). Primary teachers will assist with this in the morning of the carnival for those stu-
dents who do not have it written already.

• Any student departing early is to follow the normal process i.e. permission from their supervising teacher and go via the  
College office to be signed out.

• Any unsafe or behaviour that is not following the College expectations will result in leadership deciding if a forfeit of house 
points or possible disqualification from an event is necessary. This is both during events and also when you are having a 
break or time to spectate.

• All 10-17+ years students are to remain on the top oval during class time on the day. Use the Maryknoll Centre toilets if  
needed. You must have permission from your supervising teacher to leave the top oval for any reason. 

• Students are permitted to leave the top oval for their regular morning tea and lunch break.
• For 10-17+ years when you are not timetabled to be completing an event you must remain with your age group all day and 

may spectate or at the discretion and direct supervision of the supervising teacher may compete in games on the lower 
oval.

• No balls are to be brought onto the top oval. This is necessary for the safe running of the carnival.
• 10-17+ year students need to take their bags with them from event to event. As you will be constantly on the move during the 

carnival, shade will be limited and you must have a hat and sunscreen.
• It is the students responsibility to be present and on time for events in which they are participating. 
• No electronic devices.

http://saintmarys.qld.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/online-game-fortnite-special-report
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Yours in sport
Mr Scott Collier and Mr Isaac Freeman
Sports Coordinator
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From the Tuckshop
Friday Green Board Specials
Available both Morning Tea and Lunch
Hot Dog with sauce and cheese - $4
Chicken Chippees (5) - $4

* Tuckshop will be open on on Thursday, 28 June for athletics carnival*

QKR
Please ensure you have updated your child's class and year level on QKR.

QKR (our online ordering system) closes at 9am every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. If your child is away the day of your order, 
you can cancel your order online up until 9am of that day.

We recommend you activate Qkr! Push notifications on your phone to ensure you receive important messages from the College 
about Tuckshop availability and other product updates. Follow these instructions to enable push notifications or contact the College 
if you have any questions about online ordering via Qkr!

Volunteers
If you would like to volunteer at the tuckshop, you can 
do so by calling on Monday, Wednesday and Friday to 
discuss how to  
volunteer.

Donation of Goods 
If you are able to donate any of the following items 
during the year, it would be greatly appreciated. Below 
are the main ingredients we use, however, any  
donations are more than welcome. 

Self Raising Flour
Desiccated Coconut

Plain Flour
Caster or Brown Sugar 

Tinned Pineapple Slices
Small Tinned Corn

Beetroot

These can be dropped into the tuckshop on Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday or to the College office.

Item Unavailable
If an item your child has ordered is not available we will 
substitute, after consultation with your child, with an item of equal value.

Have great week!
Mrs Michelle Davis
Tuckshop Convenor

Calling All Artists
As part of the Brisbane Catholic Education 2018 celebration of Excellent Learning and Teaching ‘Remarkable Moments’, there are 
plans for a picture book to capture the learning journey of our schools. The organising committee would love to include  
‘student voice’ in this book and are requesting submissions of black and white illustrations that could be included to represent each 
geographical area. It is planned that illustrations will form the background for the story. If you are a student at SMCC and you would 
like more information please see Mrs Martoo or Miss Cunningham.

Kind regards
Mrs Bronwyn Langford Martoo
Art Teacher
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Musical Success
The Arts teachers would like to give a massive shout out to all the students, parents, families and friends that supported the musical 
over the term to finish with a BANG over the weekend. It was a raving success. We believe the students lifted their performance 
again on Saturday night and absolutely shone on stage. Many thanks go to the parents who helped, businesses that donated resourc-
es, students that spent multiple lunch breaks rehearsing and making sets and the school community for supporting this amazing op-
portunity for our students. We would also like send a giant thank you to the local schools, kindergartens, day care centres and aged 
care facilities who came and supported the matinee show. You make it possible to continue to offer this incredible  
experience for the students. We are looking forward to next years’ production, which we’re sure will be bigger and better again. 

DVD Orders
Due to a licensing issue, we are unable to sell DVD’s of the musical. We will refund current DVD orders and the ad has been removed 
from QKR. Apologies for any inconvenience.  

Kind regards
Miss Jessica Cunningham
Curriculum Learning Leader - The Arts

Year 7 Slug Zombies
The year 7A Drama class have been working on a drama production all term which they  
produced themselves. They showcased their fabulous work Monday afternoon for their 
parents and a few lucky teachers.  

This show was completely student driven. From writing the script, designing the costumes, 
organising and running the lighting and sound, to front of house introductions; the  
students were in charge completely! Thank you to the assistance of Ms Tatterson.

The show began with an emersion into the wonderful Mystical School for Magical Ladies, 
where two homework experiments went horribly wrong, thus, creating a zombie slug  
apocalypse! The heroes of the day were the glorious ghost busters who prevailed over the 
slimy slugs. 

All credit for this production needs to go to the Year 7A drama class. It was a fantastic,  
slightly creepy, but very entertaining production. 

Kind regards
Miss Jessica Cunningham
Curriculum Learning Leader - The Arts

Get the Beat
Our amazing dance students are heading off to Matthew Flinders Anglican College to compete against various schools from the 
south-east corner. They are performing a jazz routine inspired by The Greatest Showman and a hip hop routine inspired by their 
Mega Jam workshop and military life. Wish them luck as they embark on this incredible experience. Keep an eye out for their results. 

Kind regards
Miss Jessica Cunningham
Curriculum Learning Leader - The Arts
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Year 5 Students See The Light!
In Science this term, the Year 5 students explored the characteristics of light. They carried out a number of experiments involving the 
reflection and refraction of light and recorded their observations.  Students used this information and further research to write their 
reports.

Kind regards
Mrs Wendy Lenihan
Year 5 Classroom Teacher

Parents and Friends News
Coming up soon is the annual Rock on Stage. It is the SMCC dance act performance concert. Students perform a 'dance' with their 
classes. It is on Friday, 27 July 2018. As part of the night, a group of fun loving (crazy) parents also join in with a dance number. 
Parent compete against the teachers! In 2017 Parents WON!!! We will be able to do it again in 2018 with another excellent number. 
ALL parents very welcome. It is a great way to get to know other parents in the school and step out of your comfort zone! A special 
invitation to PREP parents and to Year 12 Parents. Only ONE practice is required; date to be advised. Please indicate your interest 
with Suzanne Mungall on 0499 527 830 and I will be sure to contact you!

Fortnight at a Glance
Wednesday, 27 June
USC - University Tour Sippy Downs
Youth Group - St Mary's Church - 3pm to 5pm
College Board Meeting - 5.30pm
Thursday, 28 June
Athletics Carnival
Friday, 29 June
Athletics Carnival



realise your dignity

Term 2 completed
Get the Beat Dance Competition
Friday, 29 June to Friday, 6 July
QISSN Netball in Townsville
Tuesday, 17 July
Term 3 commences
P&F Meeting - 5.30pm
Thursday, 19 July
South Burnett Careers Market
Friday, 20 July
Naidoc Assembly from 12.25pm
Monday, 23 July
Parent Teacher Interviews from 3.20pm to 8pm
Tuesday, 24 July
South Burnett Equestrian
Wednesday, 25 July
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Thursday, 26 July
South Burnett Athletics Carnival (10-12yrs)
Friday, 27 July
South Burnett Athletics Carnival (6-9yrs)
Youth Sings - St Stephens Cathedral
Rock on Stage from 5pm
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Community Notices

Queensland Health

Advice is confidential, qualified and supportive.  
Phone 13 HEALTH (13 43 25 84) and ask for the child health nurse.
* Call charges may apply from mobiles and payphones

Queensland families can speak 
with a child health nurse from 
6.30am to 11.00pm every day  
for the cost of a local call.*

Concerned? Make the call.
13 HEALTH (13 43 25 84)

Health Contact Centre
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