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   NEWSLETTER

realise your dignity

Saint Mary’s Catholic College
SOUTH BURNETT

N E W S L E T T E R Week 01 Term 01
From the Principal
Happy New Year! 

The start of a new year has the potential to bring great hope. Many of us wonder about what lies 
ahead and resolve to be ‘better’ than we were the year before. No doubt, 2017 will bring with it 
many opportunities for success and challenge. As we begin anew, my hope is that we are all able 
to work together and use our gifts to be the very best that we can be.

I extend a very warm welcome to all the new students and families joining us this year. In  
addition to two new classes of Prep students, we also have many students commencing at Saint 
Mary’s across all year levels. I am certain that it won’t be long before you all feel part of our  
wonderful community. 

We also have a number of new staff joining us this year:

• Mrs Mandy Sullivan – Head of Secondary
• Miss Rebecca O’Connor – Secondary Learning Leader
• Mrs Elisabeth Lord – Middle Leader (7-10 Curriculum)
• Mr Bill Mulcahy – Teacher Librarian
• Miss Tara Sanders – Secondary classroom teacher
• Miss Jessica Cunningham – Primary classroom teacher
• Mrs Emily Janson – Primary classroom teacher
• Miss Belinda Greensill - Primary classroom teacher
• Ms Kerrie Gandara - Primary classroom teacher
• Mr Clint Foster – Indigenous School Officer

These people will make a wonderful contribution to our school community. I am sure that you 
will make them feel very welcome.

We are also pleased to welcome our new Parish Priest, Fr Stephen Camiolo to Kingaroy.  
Fr Stephen has moved from Burleigh Heads and is looking forward to being actively involved in 
the Saint Mary’s community.

At the end of last year, I wrote to all parents and carers about the formation of our Learning  
Advancement Team and our strategic direction for 2017. As I explained in that letter, the team 
will be comprised of a full time Support Teacher, a Primary Learning Leader, a Secondary Learning 
Leader and two Curriculum Middle Leaders. As part of this change in strategic direction, we have 
also made some adjustments to the structures we have in place to support our Indigenous and 
EALD students. A general information night is to be held on 1st February from 7pm to introduce 
and explain these changes to parents and carers. I strongly encourage you to come along to this 
event. I will be providing an overview of the new BCE Strategic Plan and the implications and  
opportunities it provides for Saint Marys. There will also be a BBQ and Indigenous parent  
information night at Cherbourg on Monday, 6th February from 4pm.

• Family Fun Day - Saturday, 4th February from 3pm to 6pm 
SPLATT: Water skirmish - $2 per game, free family games, face painting, sausage sizzle, drinks 
and snacks for sale.

• Swimming Carnival will be held on Thursday, 9th February at Kingaroy Aquatic Centre.
• College Opening Mass will be held on Tuesday, 14th February from 9am in the Maryknoll 

Centre. Please note the College Office will be closed from 9am to 10.30am.
• College Photos will be held on Friday, 24th February. Please note students will be required to 

Dates to Remember...
Wednesday, 1st February
Parent Information Night 7pm
Saturday, 4th February
Family Fun Day 3pm to 6pm
Thursday, 9th February
Swimming Carnival
Tuesday, 14th February
College Opening Mass 9am
Friday, 24th February
College Photos
Tuesday, 7th March
Year 7 Immunisations
Sunday, 19th March
Kokoda Challenge
Tuesday, 21st March
P&F Meeting 7pm
Wednesday, 22nd March
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Friday, 24th March
Benedictine Awards 9am
Monday, 27th March
Year 10 Work Experience Week
Wednesday, 29th March
Year 7, 8, 9, 11 and 12 Camps
Thursday, 30th March
Year 7, 8, 9, 11 and 12 Camps
Friday, 31st March
Year 7, 8, 9, 11 and 12 Camps
Term 1 Completed
Monday, 17th April
Easter Monday - No School
Tuesday, 18th April
Pupil Free Day
Wednesday, 19th April
Term 2 Commences
Saturday, 22nd April
SMCC Mad Hatters Tea Party 
Trivia Night 6.30pm
Tuesday, 25th April
ANZAC Day
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wear full formal uniform.
• P&F AGM will be held on Tuesday, 21st March from 7pm.

God bless

Mrs Angela Myles
College Principal

Office News
2017 College Fees and Levies
Term 1 College Fee Statements will be processed within the next fortnight and emailed out to all families. Statements will be emailed 
to families who have provided a valid email to the College. If you have not provided an email address, statements will be posted. 
If you wish to check your details or update your email, please log onto the School Portal or contact the College office. Families are 
welcome to contact the office to make payment earlier should they wish, however issuing of Term 1 Statements will be delayed until 
secondary student electives and College bus rolls are finalised.

We would ask any families who wish to receive the 5% early payment discount on Tuition Fees, for paying the full year’s fees in  
advance, to ensure payment is received by the College by 31st January 2017 – do not wait for your Term Fee statement, you must 
make the yearly payment before the due date to be eligible for the discount.  Please contact the Finance Secretary, Briony Hoare, 
if you need assistance calculating the yearly payment amount. Payment can be made by BPay or to the office by Cash, Cheque or 
EFTPOS.

Families without a direct debit in place and wishing to use this payment method should contact the office immediately to start  
instalments now. The longer the period over which instalments are spread, the smaller the instalment amount. While the College will 
accept payments by instalment, we do need to know the amount and timing of these payments and our preferred payment method 
is BPay or Direct Debit.

Bus Travel
Chargers are connected to the usage of the college buses.  Casual Bus Users – Any students needing to travel on the Saint Mary’s 
buses on a casual basis and who are not eligible for the Bus Fare Assistance Program (BFAP) which sees bus travel charges added to 
school fee accounts will require a casual bus pass.  10 Trip Casual bus passes are available for purchase at the College office (except 
for the Blackbutt Bus Run – families will need to speak to the Purser’s bus driver).   Pursers Bus company has asked if we could advise 
parents that if your child doesn’t have a pass by the end of Week 2 the drivers will not allow your child to travel on the bus.  This 
ensures all children are accounted for.

All users of the buses are asked to complete a Bus Travel form (attached to this newsletter) and available for download from the  
College website and return it to the office.

Kind regards
Miss Kym Schultz
Business Manager

Library News
Textbooks and Consumables
Textbooks and consumables are being distributed to classes during week 1.  Detailed information about the textbook hire scheme for 
Year 7-12 students is attached to this newletter. Please contact Mr Mulcahy in the library if your child did not receive one.  Textbooks 
are very expensive resources which are loaned out to students for the year. It is understood that students use and carry these books 
frequently, but there is an expectation that they are responsible for these books and maintain them in good  
condition. Lost/damaged books must be reported to library staff immediately so that they can be repaired where possible or replaced 
and made available for student use.

Overdue Textbooks from 2016
Please insist that your child return all textbooks that they may still have from last year. Several reminders for outstanding books have 
already been issued to students, as well, a final letter will be sent out . Invoices will be sent out after a week. Once invoiced, there 
can be no refunds even if books are returned.
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Library Borrowing
Library borrowing will begin next week with an orientation session, including borrowing procedures and responsibilities of  
borrowers. The Take-home Reader and Accelerated Reader Programs (detailed information will be sent home in the next few weeks) 
will begin as soon as possible.  Please ensure that students in Prep-Year 6 have library bags for their library lessons.

Textbook Hire Scheme
Textbooks are very expensive resources which are loaned out to students each year. It is understood that students use and carry 
these books frequently, but there is an expectation that they are responsible for these books and maintain them in a good condition 
while they are in their possession. Lost/damaged books must be reported to the library immediately so that they can be repaired 
where possible or replaced and made available for students. 

Distribution process
Textbooks are distributed to students at the beginning of the year and throughout the year depending on need. Students do not pay 
for textbooks (they are supplied free, on loan, for the year). When students receive them they record the barcodes of the textbook 
into their diaries and write their names into the allocated place in their textbook. This helps to ensure that the specific books they 
borrow are returned.

Return of textbooks
• Library staff notify students in classes (with written print outs) at least three-four weeks before the end of Term 4 (earlier for Year 

11 and 12 students) 
• Several verbal reminders and further printed notices through homerooms are then issued
• If books are still outstanding after 14 days, students are contacted and spoken to individually by library staff (final notice) 
• Failing a return of these books after 7 days of being issued a final notice, letters are sent home to parents/caregivers with the 

name of the textbooks and replacement costs. 
• Failing a response/payment after 7 days, names are forwarded to the Finance secretary for invoicing.
• Please note: Once invoices are issued by the Finance secretary, there can be no reversal/refund even if books are returned. 

Students are regularly reminded about the importance of caring for their textbooks and a significant amount of time and energy is 
spent on helping students become responsible library users. Following a clear and consistent process is necessary to ensure access to 
textbooks for all students is available. 

I thank you for encouraging your child to follow this process and will continue to do my utmost to provide the best resources to  
support your child’s learning.

Yours in reading
Mr Bill Mulcahy
Teacher Librarian

Sport News
Welcome back to another year of sport here at Saint Mary’s! We have our College swimming carnival fast approaching on Thursday 
9th Feb that will involve all of secondary and primary students aged 10-12 years old. Please note for the 10-12 year olds that despite 
being able to participate in the swimming carnival obtaining a place on the day does not secure them a position to go to the South 
Burnett trials. 10-12 Year old students who wish to represent the College at the South Burnett trials must have their times nominated 
to the South Burnett by their respective swimming club and meet the qualifying times.

We have our local NRL development officer, Mitch Sergent, returning to the College in March to run a Primary School Blitz program 
with P-6 students.

Cross Country at this stage is set to take place on Friday 28th April (Term 2 Week 2) and we have had our very own local Park Run 
launch in Wondai over the holidays. All are encouraged to come along every Saturday in Wondai to participate in the run however 
you must have registered online to have your run timed. This and the local Kingaroy Nutters 5km handicap (and a 1km kids handicap) 
that occurs on the last Sunday of each month are both excellent events to get some training in prior to Cross Country and for family 
fun and fitness.

Our Athletics carnival is scheduled to take place on the 22nd & 23rd June (Term 2 Week 10) however further  
information and confirmation of the date will be provided in the future.
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There will be a number of South Burnett Sport trial events coming up throughout the year that we will endeavour to mention in our 
newsletters but will always be in the College notices for your child’s homeroom teacher to notify students. These are self-nominating 
trials that students need to see myself or Mrs Faulkner about and must have a level of competence within the sport prior to having 
their nomination successful to attend the trials.

Summer trials for 13-19 year olds are coming up on the 8th of February. When more information regarding those trials is passed to 
us, we will ensure the students are given that information. 

Yours in sport
Mrs Ellen Faulkner
Year 7 to Year 12 Sports Coordinator

Music Notes
Approaching Activities
• Thursday, 26th January - Kingaroy Australia Day - Year 5 & 6 Classes - Town Hall Forecourt - Aussie Dress!
• Wednesday, 1st February - String Immersion commences - Year 4 - Please remember your violins and books.

Welcome back, everyone!
Our Music Program is starting without any delay, performing at the Kingaroy Australia Day BREAKFAST (note the time change!) on 
Thursday. Students are to be at the Town Hall steps in their crazy Aussie clothes by no later than 8:30am for a 9:00am performance. 
Last year, the Year 4 and Year 4/5 students prepared a brilliantly energetic performance of “Sounds of Then” (aka “This is Australia”) 
by iconic Aussie band, Ganggajang, and they will present this along with the National Anthem. 

Music Tuition Program
Our Music Tutors are preparing their enrolment lists this week, and parents should be contacted by their requested Tutor soon. En-
rolments are still open, and forms are available from the College Office. We have a variety of options for music tuition, and students 
of all standards are welcome.

Bands and Choirs
All students from Year 1 – 6 are automatically in class choirs. The Secondary Vocal Ensemble rehearses at lunch on Thursdays, and all 
students in Years 7 – 12 are welcome to enrol in this group. The SVE repertoire is also embedded in the Elective Music classes (Yrs 9 – 
12), so students gain valuable vocal experience to support their learning in these subjects. SVE commences in Week 2.
Orchestra rehearses on Wednesdays at first break. This ensemble is for advanced players only. Should intermediate players be inter-
ested, a second orchestra may be created. Students are welcome to speak to me about possible involvement in this group during 
Week 1 and 2.

The College Music Program is very active and has a broad range of options for students. Students, parents and carers are always  
welcome to contact me about involvement in lessons and ensembles at any time. I can be contacted via the College office.

All the very best for Term 1,
Mrs Jane Iszlaub
Music Coordinator

Tuckshop News
Friday Lunch Specials
Available both morning tea and lunch.
• Chicken Rice Noodle Salad - $4.00 - Amber
• Chicken and Gravy Roll - $4.00 - Amber

Have a great week!
Mrs Michelle Davis
Tuckshop Convenor

Employment Opportunity
Red Rooster Kingaroy are seeking employees. If you are interested in working at Red Rooster please drop your resume into  
management.



Community Sign Ons
Kingaroy Netball Association
Junior Netball Sign On
Kingaroy Netball Courts
Friday, 27th January from 5pm to 6.30pm.
Sausage Sizzle available for gold coin donation.
Enquiries: Linda Haley 0434 505 161 or Kerri Schloss 0418 736 960
Friday, 3rd February will be the first development day - 5pm to 6.30pm

Kingaroy Junior Redbacks
“On-line” Registration is NOW OPEN for ALL re-registering and new players.
Go to www.myfootballclub.com.au and follow the prompts.... by self-registering and paying in full online by Thursday, 2nd March you 
automatically go in the draw to receive a refund of one registration.

Redbacks Sign on and Information Day - Saturday, 11th February
This is a great opportunity to ask any questions and to try on / purchase any gear required at great prices. 9am to 12noon, at the 
Junior Clubhouse located at Oliver-Bond Street (off Youngman Street).
Both boys and girls (turning 5 to 15 years) of any playing ability are encouraged to join the REDBACKS club.
Every player recieves a free training ball when fees are paid in full.

For more information please do not hesitate to contact our Club Registrar (Denise 0418 536 392) or email us via  
kingaroyjuniorredbacks@gmail.com and we will respond to your enquiry.

Both returning and new players are to “Register On-line” as early as possible so that organising of teams can commence. Please 
check out our facebook page.

South Burnett Community Orchestra
The South Burnett Community Orchestra is excited to begin rehearsals for 2017, this Wednesday 25th January at the Uniting Church 
hall, cnr Youngman and Alford Street kingaroy. String ensemble from 4.20pm, Wind Ensemble from 4.30pm and full orchestra from 
6pm to 8pm. New members are welcome - strings, woodwind, brass or percussion! Feel free to message us or email  
sborchestra@hotmail.com for more information.




