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From the Principal
This week we will have our first Parents and Friends meeting and also our first College Board
meeting for 2017. Both these groups provide an important avenue for parents to engage with the
College and with each other. We are very blessed to have a Board and a P&F made up of people
who are passionate, enthusiastic and keen to make such a positive contribution to their child’s
school. Above all, both groups are very friendly, welcoming and open to new people who are
interested in getting involved.

The role of the College Board is to build, strengthen and nourish the school as part of the Parish.
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Head of Secondary News
Thank you to all the parents who are ensuring that their children wear hats to school. We are now asking children P-12 to go to
Room 41 for morning tea and lunch if they don’t have a hat. Can you remind your children to wear their hat at all times when not
in the classroom – anytime they are outside – shade or no shade. There is movement around the College all through the day and
inevitably the children are in the sun at some point, so please ensure that they wear a hat. This week the students are in a room for
morning tea and lunch if they do not have a hat.
QISSN Fundraiser
This year our netballers are going to compete in the annual QISSN netball competition which will be held in Brisbane over the first
week of the June holidays. In order to alleviate the costs, the team has decided to run a number of fund raisers. One of the fund
raisers will be Footy Tipping. The footy season will start in the next couple of weeks. At present, the most pressing need is for you
to let us know if you are are interested by tearing off the nomination strip in the newsletter. The cost will be $20 and you can play
individually or as a family team. Of the $20, $10 will go into the prize pool and $10 will go towards QISSN. Please don’t hesitate to
contact me through the office if you have a query.
Saint Mary’s Catholic College Footy Picking Competition
Syndicate Name: 						
Name(s) of participants: 							
Email address: 							
Please return this section and your $20 to the office by Tuesday, 28th February 2017. Games commence on Thursday, 2nd March.
Work Experience
In the last week of term, the Year 10s will not be going on camp but will undertake work experience. Mr Richard will speak with the
Year 10s later this week about the expectations for work experience, but it would be most helpful if parents would encourage their
son/daughter to find a work experience placement in the last week of term – 27th to the 31st March.
Kind regards
Mrs Mandy Sullivan
Head of Secondary

Primary Teaching and Learning News
Welcome to Saint Mary’s for another year of learning! I am excited to be working with teachers, parents and students to achieve
progress and success for every primary student again this year. One of our College goals for 2017 is in the area of literacy, and in
particular writing. As parents and carers, you are the first educators of your children, but it is important we work as a team, and we
are looking forward to working with you to achieve these goals.
Over the years, the most frequent question from parents has been ‘How can I help my child at home?’. The research is conclusive:
when parents successfully support their children’s literacy learning from an early age, everyone benefits. When teachers and parents
work together to support children’s reading and academic success, learning outcomes improve. In the coming newsletters, I’d love to
share some tips, tricks and ideas to support your child at home in the area of literacy development. These will directly connect with
the classroom strategies and approaches used in the classroom. I look forward to working with you in the coming year!
Reading at Home in the Early Years
One of the most important tips for developing a love of reading in your child, is to make reading an enjoyable, valued experience.
‘Reading’ for early years children involves sharing a book together. Your child will begin to find certain letters or simple words familar
words in the written text, as they develop their skills. Reading skills are developmental, and each child will learn in his/her own time.
Children need ongoing, quality experiences with books, and a regular, relaxed reading routine at home to assist them on their quest
for reading success.
Top Tips!
Read aloud with your child every day! Share your excitement for reading and this will be the model your child will adopt. 10 minutes
for each child with a book of his/her choice is great. Don’t give up on talking about picture books and sharing that bedtime story or
information book. It’s just as important to continue to enjoy reading these books with your child, as well as the Take Home Readers
they bring home from school.
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Read with expression when reading to your child. Use different voices and vary the volume for effect, or for different bits of
information such as, “Did you know that the Tyrannosaurus Rex...?” Wow! You’ll soon see that your child will then try these skills
when reading to you!
Before reading a book together, always talk about the title, the author, the pictures and the information
on the cover (front and back). If it’s new, ask what your child thinks the book might be about. Allow your
child to hold the book and turn the pages.
“There are many little ways to enlarge your child’s world. Love of books is the best of all”. - Jacqueline
Kennedy
Happy reading!
Ms Celia King
Primary Learning Leader

Office News
Term 1 Fees
Term 1 Fees are due for payment by this Friday, 24th February unless you have a formal payment arrangement in place. Statements
were emailed to families who have provided a valid email to the College. If you have not provided an email address, Statements have
been posted. If you have not received your statement by either post or email, or you wish to update your email, please contact the
College immediately. While the College will accept payments by instalments, we do need to know the amount and timing of these
payments, and it’s preferable that these instalments be done via Direct Debit or BPay.
Kind regards
Miss Kym Schultz
Business Manager

College Photo Day
Students and Parents / Carers should note College photos will be taken on Friday, 24th February.
All students will be expected to be in their full and correct formal uniform on Friday. BYO combs and brushes if needed.
Students have been reminded that these are College photos - not personal ones. Therefore students must adhere to our uniform and
appearance guidelines ie.
• boys must be clean shaven
• jewellry must be in keeping with regulations
• shoes can’t be canvas and must be school shoes
• girls should not wear makeup - they will be asked to remove it
• hair must be tied back.
Other details about ordering and paying for the photos have already been sent home via class pigeon holes.

SRC News
2017 SRC Representative Council
The Student Representative Council (SRC) takes a new shape for 2017.
Student Representative Council Executive
• Sajeewa Ranasinghe
• Kate-Lynn Atkinson
• Courtney Burrows
• Briannan Thompson
• Mikaila Schloss
• Christopher Janz
• Robert Veivers
• Ethan Paroz
• Nik Vukelic
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The Student Representative Council
• Year 6
Sam Perrett and Faiza Tabassum
• Year 7A Abby Perrett
• Year 7B Kaitlin Ritchie
• Year 8A Josee Currin
• Year 8B Caitlyn Carney
• Year 9A Rohan Parker
• Year 9B Harmonie Baxter
• Year 10A Mitchell Brown
• Year 10B Hayden Binnie
• Year 11A Harry Bredhauer
• Year 11B Harrison Sansby
Congratulations to all students taking up SRC positions and to all current Year 12 students on the executive.
The Executive has already had input towards the new Sun Safe initiative at the College and will be looking to further heighten the
awareness of wearing sun protection. We thank Annette Montebello from the Melanoma Foundation who has recently spent time at
the college informing all students about the importance of Sun Safety.
Kind regards
Mr Paul Fomiatti
Year 10 to Year 12 Student Wellbeing Leader

Sports News
As the busyness of the term sets in there are a number of sporting opportunities fast approaching. Please remind children to keep an
‘ear out’ for any notices to ensure they don’t miss an opportunity and be certain to keep up to date with newsletter items. We have
placed a Wide Bay and South Burnett Sport calendar on the Parent Portal under ‘forms and documents’. Please note that the dates
listed are draft dates and please check newsletter items or check with Mrs Faulkner or Mr Collier prior to the events as nominations
are mandatory to be eligible to attend.
There is a 11-12 years girls NRL talent camp coming up in Hervey Bay from 1st - 4th April for girls who have shown demonstrated
talent within League. Please see Mr Collier if you are interested.
Now that the College swimming carnival has passed the next major sporting event will be the College cross country that is scheduled
to take place in Week 2 of Term 2 (28th April). There is a 9-week cross country training program available on the Parent Portal for
those students wishing to build up to running some of the required distances.
South Burnett Winter Trials News
On the 8th of March, the winter trials for 13-19 year olds will be held at various venues around town. The sports are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rugby League 15 and Open Boys -TJ O’Neil Oval
Soccer (Football) 15 and Open Boys and Girls – Kingaroy Soccer Grounds
Basketball 15 and Open Boys and Girls – Kingaroy State High School
Netball 15 and Open Girls – Kingaroy State High School
Rugby Union 15 and Open (nominations only)
Hockey (nominations only)
AFL 15 Boys (nominations only)
Golf (nominations only)

Rugby League players need to be turning 15 this year or be a high quality 14 year old player.
Students will need to bring hats, sunscreen, water, and appropriate footwear. Please note that there are no canteen facilities at the
venues so it is essential that students bring their own water.
Where there are sports with “nominations only”, students will need to give information about their achievements and previous
playing experience in that sport.
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Please see Mrs Faulkner for consent forms this week. The due date for consent forms will be 9am Tuesday 28th of February. No
student is to trial without a consent form, and students who turn up to trials without going through the right avenue will be turned
away and the College will be called.
Yours in sport
Mr Scott Collier and Mrs Ellen Faulkner
Prep to Year 12 Sports Coordinators

College Chaplain News
Project Compassion CARITAS
This year the theme of Project Compassion is ‘love your neighbour’. Caritas takes us on a journey through different people’s stories
and how the help from Caritas gives them dignity and the possibility of a better life. Each homeroom for the next few weeks is
invited to share the story, reflect and pray.
Our students have the opportunity this year to be a part of this journey in praying for the world and also in fundraising. Money
raised will help Caritas help communities. Each homeroom is coming up with a fundraising activity which will be run either at
morning tea or lunch over a period of 2 weeks (Weeks 7 and 8, 6th - 17th of March). Students from all year levels have the
opportunity to choose which activity they would like to participate in for a donation (gold coin or whatever the homeroom has come
up with as the costs). They can pick one or several of the activities. We will start advertising these activities next week in school
notices, on facebook and in this newsletter. The money Saint Mary’s raises will go to
communities to help rehabilitate, teach and provide deep healing to many families.
God bless,
Miss Megan Schick
College Chaplain

Year 12 Community BBQ
Last Tuesday, fourteen Year 12 students dedicated their time to volunteer at the Kingaroy Uniting Church Community BBQ. This event
is held once a week but assisted by senior
students once a month to give members of the community an opportunity to come together to socialise, meet new people, and to
have a bite to eat. Saint Mary’s Catholic College has played a major role in this event over the last couple of years and it has been a
successful night each time.
Throughout the duration of the evening, different job stations were allocated to ensure the night ran smoothly. Year 12 students
socialised with the guests while others behind the scenes sizzled sausages, buttered bread and brought the food together. When it
came time to serve dinner, guests came up one by one and cheerfully accepted a serve of each part of the meal.
With a yummy main course, and an even better dessert, they finished off their meals with ice-cream and sprinkles.
After dinner, there was some extra time to reflect on the evening and for students who had been cooking to come out and meet new
people. Guests thanked us for our time, our dedication, and told us interesting stories from their past. It was great to talk to people
one on one, having friendly conversations and learning about their different perspectives and experiences through life. Each
individual definitely had a lot to offer and share! Year 12 students are grateful that we had the opportunity to attend this wonderful
event and our cohort is ecstatic about attending the BBQs held in the future.
Kate-Lynn Atkinson & Ben Nicholson

Chess News
Wide Bay Chess Championships
On Monday February 20 Mr Hutton and Mr Mulcahy travelled with 10 of our chess
playing students to Saint Mary’s Catholic Primary School in Maryborough to take part in
the Wide Bay Chess Championships (South division).
Everyone had a great tournament with our senior team of Robbie Veivers, Sajeewa
Ranasinghe, Sydney Poore and Jim Corbet taking out third place overall. Dane
Andersson, Miranda Zelinski and Jim Corbet received merit awards. All players had an
outstanding tournament.
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Over the past few years Saint Mary’s Catholic College has been a chess force to be reckoned with continued great results. All out
students had a wonderful time and were an example to others for their behaviour and sportsmanship.
Well done to all!
Mr Neil Hutton and Mr Bill Mulcahy
Chess Coordinators

Tuckshop News
Friday Specials
Available both Morning Tea and Lunch
Pulled Pork and Gravy Rolls - $4.00
Pork and Herb Rice - $4.00
Volunteers
If you would like to volunteer at the Tuckshop, you can do so by calling on Monday, Wednesday and Friday to discuss how to
volunteer.
2017 Tuckshop Menu
Please ensure that you have the current 2017 Menu. There are a few price changes. If you have misplaced your menu, they are
available from the College Website, Parent Portal and College office.
Donation of Goods
If you are able to donate any of the following items during the year, it would be greatly appreciated. Below are the main ingredients
we use, however, any donations are more than welcome.
Self Raising Flour
Desiccated Coconut
Plain Flour
Brown Sugar
Caster Sugar
Small Tinned Pineapple Slices
Small Tinned Corn
These can be dropped into the Tuckshop on Monday, Wednesday and Friday or to the College office.
Ordering and Payment
We now have two options for ordering: online and the paper bag system. For Prep to Year 5 students, it is recommended that you
use one of these systems.
Year 6 to Year 12 students are more than welcome to use either system. If using the paper bag system, students place their bag
orders at the tuckshop before school.
Online Ordering System QKR (Quicker): Your child’s online order will be sent to the tuckshop, where it will be printed out. The
orders are filled and placed in the class baskets. Their baskets are collected at morning tea and lunch. You are not required to send
in a paper bag once you have ordered online.
Paper Bag System: Your child’s order will be placed in the tuckshop baskets in their classroom in the mornings. The baskets are
delivered to the tuckshop and orders are filled. Their baskets are collected at morning tea and lunch. Please do not use sticky tape
or staples when using paper bags for ordering. It makes it difficult to get the bags undone without tearing. Plastic bags are not
suitable for ordering, it is very difficult to place your child’s order inside them. Bags can be purchased from the tuckshop for .05c
each.
Ordering Slush Puppies or Iceblocks
When you order a Slush Puppie or Iceblock through the online or bag system your child needs to come back to the tuckshop to
collect same. They can collect Slush Puppies at any time. Iceblocks can only be collected after the 10 minute bell. Your child must
have their tuckshop bag with them to collect these items.
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Do you know.....
That we sell Mixed Sandwiches at both breaks. You can order these or purchase them over the counter at $3.00 a pack. The pack
consists of Egg & Lettuce, Chicken, Ham & Cheese and Tomato & Cheese. Made fresh, just how you like it, everyday.
Have a great week!
Mrs Michelle Davis
Tuckshop Convenor

Whip Cracking News
Whip Cracking Upcoming Dates
• Proston Show - Whip Cracking Competition
Saturday, 11th March 2017 at 4pm at Proston Showgrounds
Age Groups - Pee Wees (8yrs and under), Juniors (9yrs to 12yrs), Juveniles (13yrs to 16yrs), Open (17yrs and over).
• Goomeri Pumpkin Festival Whip Cracking Competition
Sunday, 28th May at 8.30am.
Yours in whip cracking
Mrs Lauren Arrell
Whip Cracking Coordinator

P&F News
At the recent Family Fun Day we raffled an iTunes gift card. The winner was Craig Cook. If you know this person could you please ask
him to contac the College Office on 4160 0900 to claim his prize. If Craig has not claimed this within the next two weeks it will be
redrawn.
If you would like to contact me my number is 0419 766 141 or email sbrobbo@gmail.com.
God Bless
Mrs Susan Robertson
P&F President

Snippets from St Mary’s Parish
LENT - Ash Wednesday Masses
1st March 2017 at Nanango at 9am and Kingaroy at 5.30pm.
Lenten Program
Kingaroy Parish - Lenten program will commence Wednesday, 1st March at 7pm and will continue for six weeks until Easter. If you are
interested in joining the program contact Paul Vievers on 0408 184 636 ASAP.
Nanango Parish - Contact Elizabeth 4171 0278 about the Lenten Program. During Lent Stations of the Cross will be held after Mass
on Friday’s instead of Rosary. If you still have last year’s palm fronds, bring them to Mass and place them in the basket, they will
become ashes for Ash Wednesday.
Cost Lenten Resource Book $8.00. The “Little Black Books” will again be available for $5.
St Mary’s Parish Prayer Group
Will be held every Tuesday from 7pm to 9pm in the Biscuit Tin. Contact Sue Harwood 4162 1741 or 0447 638 404 or
Merrelyn 0426 205 099.

Sacramental Program
Sacramental Program 2017, 2018 and 2019
Confirmation 2017
All children who have been Baptised and who wish to continue on the journey of initiation into our Catholic family, may receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation in June. The Bishop will be coming to Kingaroy on Sunday 11th June. The new order of the sacraments
begins in 2017 and continues into 2018, so there will be some ‘catch up’ if you like, in 2017. There is quite a bit of preparation for
your child before the 11th June.
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The parent information session is on Thursday 20th April. There will be two sessions. Session 1 is at 2.00pm at Saint Mary’s
Catholic College – boardroom. The session is repeated on that Thursday evening at 6.00pm in Saint Mary’s Parish hall. The
session is expected to go for about 1 hour.
The Rite of Enrolment will be on Sunday 23rd April in Nanango and Kingaroy and again Sunday 30th April in Nanango and
Kingaroy. All children receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation, needs to attend one of the above ceremonies.
We begin in 2017 with the Sacrament of Confirmation for children who are turning 8 years of age in 2017 or older. Generally,
children in Year 3 receive the sacrament of Confirmation.
If your child has been baptised and you think they are ready to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, please come to the parent
information session. If you are unsure at this stage, whether your child is ready or not, please come along to the information session
where your questions can be answered by either myself or Father Camiolo.
At that session there will be a brief overview of the sacrament and the role you as a parent need to play in supporting your child on
this journey. This will also include the dates for the preparation masses and activity afternoon session.
A donation of $30 per child will cover the cost of the parent book (Confirmation, Eucharist and Penance), the confirmation workbook
for your child, medal, certificate etc. This will be receipted at the parent information session. Also, if you could bring along a photo
of your child, or we can use the digital student photo, if your child is from Saint Mary’s Catholic College. This will go on the display
wall for the parishioners to add their message of goodwill and blessings.
Sacrament of First Eucharist or First Holy Communion 2017
This will be later in the year if there is a need and only for children who have received the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2016 or
earlier. For the current candidates of 2017 their First Eucharist or Holy Communion will be in 2018. There is a year between the
sacraments – unless other arrangements have been made with Father Stephen Camiolo.
Sacrament of Penance 2018 and 2019
This will happen in 2018 and 2019 for students who are in Year 5 (or older) and have already received both the Sacrament of Confirmation and Eucharist, unless other arrangements have been made with Father Stephen Camiolo.
Please contact me on 4160 0900 if you have any further questions or want some clarification around the format of the sacraments in
2017/2018/2019.
Ms Pam Radcliffe
Parish Sacramental Coordinator

Community Organisation Sign Ons and Events
STEAMing Ahead - Residential Program
Stuartholme School together with Clearing Skies present the STEAM Residential Program, a three day
residential for gifted girls. The Residential aims to offer high ability students an intensive program
of learning in the STEAM areas: Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts and
Maths. Gifted girls will have an opportunity to learn alongside students with
similar abilities and interests. Girls will have fun, learning with others who think
like them. They will be encouraged to talk about issues that are important to
learning, thriving and becoming the best they can be. For more information,
go to https://www.stuartholme.com/event/steam-residential/
2017 Residential Dates:
• 2nd-5th April 2017 - Girls in Year 5 & 6
• 25th-28th June 2017 - Registrations opening in March Girls in Year 7 & 8
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Calendar of Events
Friday, 24th February
College Photo Day - Full Formal Uniform please
Monday, 6th March
NRL “Dream Believe Achieve” Year 9 and 10 girls Period 1-2
Tuesday, 7th March
Year 7 Immunisations
Sunday, 19th March
Kokoda Challenge
Tuesday, 21st March
College P&F Meeting 7pm
Wednesday, 22nd March
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Year 11 and 12 Camps
Thursday, 23rd March
Year 11 and 12 Camps
Friday, 24th March
Benedictine Awards 9am
Proposed Indonesian Dance Workshop
Year 11 and 12 Camps
Monday, 27th March - Friday, 31st March
Year 10 Work Experience Week
Wednesday, 29th March - Friday, 31st March
Year 7, 8 and 9 Camps
Friday, 31st March
Term 1 Completed
Monday, 17th April
Easter Monday
Tuesday, 18th April
Pupil Free Day
Wednesday, 19th April
Term 2 Commences
Saturday, 22nd April
Mad Hatters Tea Party Trivia Night 6.30pm
Tuesday, 25th April
ANZAC Day Public Holiday
Wednesday, 26th April
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Thursday, 27th April
Cow Horse Competition at Nanango Show Grounds
Friday, 28th April
College Cross Country Carnival
Monday, 1st May
Labour Day Holiday
Monday, 8th May
P&F Mother’s Day Stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Tuesday, 9th May
P&F Mother’s Day Stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Wednesday, 10th May
P&F Mother’s Day Stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Thursday, 11th May
P&F Mother’s Day Stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Friday, 12th May
P&F Mother’s Day Stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Tuesday, 16th May
P&F Meeting 7pm
Wednesday, 24th May
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Saturday, 3rd June
College Open Day 10am to 1pm
Tuesday, 6th June
Year 7 Immunisations
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Thursday, 15th June
Beauty and the Beast Jnr Musical - Lower Primary performance
at 11.05am
Friday, 16th June
Beauty and the Beast Jnr Musical - Lower Primary performance
at 11.05am
Beauty and the Beast Jnr Musical - Public performance at 6pm
Saturday, 17th June
Beauty and the Beast Jnr Musical - Public performance at 6pm
Tuesday, 20th June
College P&F Meeting 7pm
Thursday, 22nd June
Athletics Carnival
Friday, 23rd June
Athletics Carnival
Benedictine Awards 9am
Term 2 Completed
Monday, 10th July
Pupil Free Day
Tuesday, 11th July
Term 3 Commences
Tuesday, 18th July
College P&F Meeting 7pm
Friday, 21st July
Rock on Stage from 5pm
Wednesday, 26th July
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Thursday, 27th July
South Burnett Equestrian Competition at Kingaroy Show
Grounds
Monday, 14th August
Show Holiday
Tuesday, 15th August
College P&F Meeting 7pm
Wednesday, 23rd August
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Monday, 28th August
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Tuesday, 29th August
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Wednesday, 30th August
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Thursday, 31st August
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Friday, 1st September
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Friday, 15th September
Benedictine Awards 9am
Term 3 Completed
Monday, 2nd October
Queens Birthday
Tuesday, 3rd October
Term 4 Commences
Thursday, 5th October
Blessing and Opening of New Buildings
Monday, 16th October
Pupil Free Day
Tuesday, 17th October
P&F Meeing 7pm
Wednesday, 25th October
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Thursday, 26th October
Annual Awards Night 6pm

