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Saint Mary’s Catholic College
SOUTH BURNETT

N E W S L E T T E R
From the Principal
“Life is a grindstone! Whether it wears you down or polishes you up is up to you”.
Cavett Robert

As we move rapidly towards the end of Term 2, many of us (students and staff included) might be 
feeling a little tired and drained. When things are most challenging, it is helpful to make sure we 
provide ourselves with the right environment to function well, by doing some of the following:

• Think good thoughts about yourself: defend against irrational thoughts that sabotage your 
calm

• Maintain a sense of humour. Don’t take things to heart and don’t let yourself dwell on the 
dark side. 

• Educate yourself and others. Learning broadens your thinking and helps you to develop 
behavioural flexibility. Don’t let shyness stop you from asking questions. Stimulate your 
curiosity by reading lots of different things.

• Build others up. You can build others up by avoiding criticism and being a good listener.  
Earning someone’s gratitude or appreciation can deliver a powerful boost to your  
self-esteem.

• Get on with a variety of people. Encourage yourself to think differently by mixing with  
different types of people. Having a mix of friends and pursuits helps you to develop  
different aspects of your personality.

The little things in life that bring you pleasure can add substantially to your quotient of happiness. 
Make a list of your favourite things and make sure you enjoy at least one of them every day. Get 
clear about what you want, make choices and take action towards achieving what you really want, 
do the things you need to do in the correct order, bring all the parts of your life together and focus 
on doing the things that will bring you the biggest return.

QISSN and Confraternity 
I would like to wish our netball team the best of luck for the QISSN Carnival being held over the 
holidays. We also have a small group of boys joining the Xavier College Rugby League team for  
Confraternity. I am sure they will all have a fantastic time and will play with great passion and 
sportsmanship.

Enjoy the holiday break! I hope you can spend some time relaxing with family and friends. Please 
remember that Monday of the first week back is a Student Free Day.

God bless

Mrs Angela Myles
College Principal

Term 02 Week 10
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Head of Primary News
In this last newsletter for Term 2, the last part of the BOUNCE BACK! Wellbeing and Resilience program, is explored. 

BOUNCE BACK!

Catastrophising exaggerates your worries.  Don’t believe the worst possible picture. 
• Catastrophising means thinking about the worst possible thing that could happen and believing that it will happen.   

For example:
- ‘If I don’t do well in this project the whole year will be ruined’
- ‘If I go skiing I’ll probably make a fool of myself’

• Catastrophising makes you feel worried and miserable.  You probably won’t feel like doing anything because you expect the 
worst.  

Keep things in perspective.  It’s only part of your life. 
• If you don’t keep things in perspective you get upset over very little things and make mountains out of molehills.  You forget 

about the good bits and see only the bad bits.
• When something happens, some ways to help you to keep things in perspective are to ask yourself:

- ‘Does this really matter?  Am I getting upset over very little?’
- ‘On a scale from 1 to 10, how important is this to me really?’
- ‘How much of my life has this really affected?’
- ‘How many parts of my life are still exactly the same and still as good as they were?’
- ‘Is it really the end of the world?’

Report Cards will be sent home on Friday.  They can be accessed online, unless other arrangements have been made with the office 
staff.  Please remember to make any interview times with the teachers using the PTO tab.  To be fair and equitable, please  
understand that the time slots are for 10 minutes.  If you require a longer discussion, please speak with the teacher at that interview 
to set up another meeting for Term 3.

Thank you everyone for a great term!  Thank you to the parents for your support given to the teachers here at Saint Mary’s and 
thank you to the teachers who work tirelessly to deliver excellent learning and teaching.   We are back on Tuesday the 11th July.    
Stay safe over the holidays and God Bless.

There is a final assembly P-12 in the MKC on Friday 23rd June at 2.15pm for awards and notifications from the Athletics carnival.  

Ms Pam Radcliffe
Head of Primary

APRE News
Our Yr 6 students have been very busy these past few weeks. They have been currently studying 
Corporal Works of Mercy. The Corporal Works of Mercy are found in the teachings of Jesus and 
give us a model for how we should treat others. They include:

• Feed the hungry
• Give drink to the thirsty
• Shelter the homeless 
• Visit the sick
• Visit the prisoners 
• Bury the dead
• Give alms to the poor

Last week, Year 6 students decided to put ‘Feed the Hungry’ as one of the Corporal 
Works of Mercy into action. Students in Year 6 provided ingredients and cooked meals 
for the Community BBQ. The Community BBQ sees those in need within the Kingaroy 
and surrounding communities and offers them an opportunity to get a filling, healthy 
meal in a welcoming environment. Our Year 12 students and staff assist with serving on 
the evening. Thank you to our Yr 6 students and families who provided the ingredients 
for the Community BBQ. Our hearts were smiling and our local community were very 
impressed and grateful to our students.

Lastly, our Year 6 students visited the picturesque town of Bell on Monday and 
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participated in Mass at Our Lady Help of Christians Catholic Church. Students listened 
to Mrs Meg Cullen who explained the eleven beautiful murals within the church, all 
portraying images from the Bible. Students also had the opportunity to walk through 
the Biblical Garden and see the many unique mosaics and devotional works of art. A 
BIG thank you to Leesa Johnston, Megan Schick, Neil Hutton and  
Fr Stephen for organising a wonderful Yr 6 Reflection Day.

God bless
Miss Bec O’Connor
Acting APRE

APRE Appraisal
Dear Parents/Guardians

Re Principal Performance Review

All those in Senior Management positions in Brisbane Catholic Education participate 
in regular performance review processes to assist in their professional development 
planning.

Mr Martin Perrett is undertaking such a review during Term 3 2017.

As a component of this process, a confidential on-line survey is being conducted by Simons & Associates (trading as Ardjuna), an 
independent survey company. 

On Thursday, 17th August a sample of families selected across various year levels will receive an invitation to participate in this 
survey.  The invitation will be emailed directly to families by Ardjuna, appearing as “automail@ardjuna.com”. This survey will be 
conducted over a two week period.

Community consultation is highly valued and I thank you in advance for your participation.

Yours sincerely
Mr Peter Stower
Area Supervisor 
School Services North
Catholic Education Archdiocese of Brisbane

Office News
Term 3 Fees Statements will be issued to families in the first week of Term 3 and will be due for payment by Friday 21st July unless 
you have a formal payment arrangement in place with the College.  Statements will be emailed to families who have provided a valid 
email to the College.  You can update your email via the Parent Portal. While the College will accept payments by instalments, we do 
need to know the amount and timing of these payments and it’s preferred that these instalments be done via Direct Debit or BPay.  
Please contact Finance Secretary, Briony Hoare, should you wish to discuss your fees account.

Kind regards
Miss Kym Schultz
Business Manager

Report Cards and Parent Teacher Interviews
Parent-Teacher Interviews and Reports - Semester 1 2017
Your child/ren’s Semester 1 report will be posted to Parent Portals at 9am on Friday, 23rd June 2017.
 
These reports reflect each student’s academic work for Semester 1 2017 (both Term 1 and Term 2).
 
Our Parent-Teacher interviews will be held for Prep to Year 12 on: Tuesday, 11th July from 3:20pm to 8:00pm.
 
Interviews will be of 10 minute duration. The interviews can be booked using the Parent Teacher Online facility. The PTO booking 
system will be on line for making interview bookings beginning at 9am on Friday, 23rd June 2017.
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To ensure that all parents get the chance to book interviews with their teachers, each parent should only book one interview per 
teacher. This applies even if you have multiple children being taught by that teacher, or if your child has one teacher for multiple 
subjects. 

Chaplain News
Ignite Conference 2017: “Come”

21-24 September 2017 @ Mueller Performing Arts Centre, Rothwell (Brisbane)

Saint Mary’s Catholic College is taking a bus of students. We will organise accommodation and transport to and from the conference.
Ignite Conference is a national Catholic youth conference for young people - adults, teenagers and children – plus teachers, parents 
and ministry leaders. Featuring live music, dynamic speakers, a wide range of workshops and over 1500 participants from across 
Australia.

Full information, videos and registration online at www.igniteconference.com.au.

FirePit Youth Mass 
Our next Youth Mass is on the 13th August. 

FirePit Youth Group 
Will start up again - Tuesday 11th July with a series on the Saints – FirePit Youth is a place of worship and friendship. GAMES,  
ADORATION and FOOD. We are on every second Tuesday after school until 5pm. See Miss Schick for Permission Forms. 

Corpus Christi

May your choices reflect your hopes not your fears – Nelson Mandela

God Bless,
Miss Megan Schick 
College Chaplain

Resource Centre News
Accelerated Reader Term 2 Report
Accelerated Reader (AR) is a computer-based program managed by the Resource Centre to monitor practice and progress with 
reading for Year 4 to 7 students. Accelerated Reader doesn’t teach reading skills and strategies, but rather to encourage reading 
independently at their reading level which is determined by taking an online assessment. The assessment provides the student with 
a personalised reading range. For example, ‘A’ student from year 6 might have a Reading Age of 11.05, which means ‘A’ reads 
typically for a child aged 11 years and 5 months. ‘A’ is placed in a range of 4.2-6.4 known as the zone of proximal development (ZPD) 
and includes a range of books that will be challenging but not too hard to read. ‘A’ then selects a book within this range and once 
read takes a short, multiple-choice online quiz to check understanding.  All students in these year levels are encouraged to be 
reading these AR books for at least 20 minutes each day.

The following table represents the top 5 students in each class from these year levels during Term 2. The data includes class, student 
name, books read, quizzes taken (passed -85%/total number taken) and total word count. Congratulations to these students for their 
successes.

http://www.igniteconference.com.au
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Book Fair
The Resource Centre wish to pass on our thanks to families and staff for their support of our recent Book Fair. It was a great success!

Some lunchtime fun, happenings and new text purchases in the Resource Centre:

Yours in reading
Mr Bill Mulcahy
Teacher Librarian

Class Student Name Books Read Quizzes Word Count

7B

Joshua Vine 12 10/12 276,156

Samuel Piper 4 4/4 223,058

Kaitlin Ritchie 8 8/8 192,165

Jasmin Kemp 4 3/4 82,684

Teresa Fomiatti 2 1/2 11,627

6

Faiza Tabassum 11 10/11 469,961

Claudia Di Marco 7 7/7 170,895

Liam Zammataro 3 3/3 127,179

Kiearah Brown 6 6/6 91,521

Adrienne Howard 3 3/3 69,221

5

Neralee Reed 5 5/5 91,013

Michaela Taylor 5 3/5 57,199

Harry Jeffs 1 1/1 32,488

Bridget Trebbin 6 5/6 29,835

Braith Crossingham 2 2/2 26,097

5/6

Aaron Zammataro 4 4/4 112,815

Benjiman Whalan 6 6/6 110,863

Molly McDonald 7 7/7 77,861

Emily Chatwin 4 3/4 69,400

Nicholas Sutton 7 7/7 59,064

4

Jazmin Moore 5 4/5 52,357

Hunter Brown 2 2/2 33,864

Zoe Hoare 3 3/3 28,143

Hayden Watson 3 1/3 19,151

Sienna Andrewartha 5 3/5 10,572

3

Rory O’Connor 31 31/31 164,257

Amelia Broderick 4 4/4 5,844

Lachlan Taylor 5 4/5 4,436

Sarah Adcock 1 1/1 2,029
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Sport News
The College athletics carnival will be on this Thursday 22nd June and the morning of Friday 23rd for all P-12 students. Please see 
underneath this week’s newsletter for the relevant timetables. If there are any parents willing to help out on the day please let Mr 
Collier know ASAP. 

There will be a BBQ on the Thursday for the athletics carnival. Sausage sizzles will be $1.50 and in the morning a bacon/egg roll for 
$4. All money raised will go towards assisting our QISSN students. 

Good luck to our Confraternity (League) students joining Xavier College and netball students going away next week to compete in 
the Queensland Independent Secondary Schools Netball (QISSN) competition being held in Brisbane. A big thank you to Ms Thomas, 
Ms O’Connor and Mrs Rebecca Weier for all of the time you have spent in coaching, managing, coordinating inter-school carnivals 
and getting our students ready for the event. 

Yours in Sport
Mr Scott Collier
Sports Coordinator

Music Notes
Approaching Events

• Tue 18 July – St Mary Mackillop Mass – Combined BCE singers rehearsal (St Laurence’s College, Brisbane)
• Tue 8 August – St Mary Mackillop Mass –Combined BCE singers (St Stephen’s Cathedral, Brisbane

Permission Notes: St Mary Mackillop Mass 

St Peter’s Lutheran College Chorale Visit (Sunday 18 June – Tuesday 20 June)
Interacting with other schools is a great experience and we were fortunate to be able to share many wonderful moments with the 
music students and staff of St Peter’s Lutheran College this week. The Sunday night workshop at St Mary’s Church was a great  
icebreaker, and the combined music for Mass was very special and very beautiful. The post-Mass concert by The St Peter’s Soloists 
and Chorale was stunning: the result of many hours of hard work in rehearsal. 

On Monday, the combined workshops (strings/vocal) lead by SPLC staff gave our students a fun (yet challenging) learning experience, 
and the subsequent concert was inspirational to many of our primary students. 

Thank you to the SMCC families who kindly opened their homes for two nights to the SPLC students, and I hear that you have made 
lots of great memories together. Hosting provides everyone with a far more personal experience than the alternative of sleeping in a 
cold school hall. Thank you, again, for your generosity.

Music Tuition Program – Semester 2 lessons
Places are available for private tuition on strings, drums, piano, guitar and woodwind and brass instruments. To make arrangements 
for lessons with any of our tutors, please collect a form from the Office, and the tutor will contact you directly.  

St Mary Mackillop Mass – Only three places left! (Year 6 singers preferred.)
This is our third year of participation in the massive combined Brisbane Catholic Education Mass celebrating the Feast Day of Saint 
Mary Mackillop. This activity involves a combined choirs rehearsal at St Laurence’s College, South Brisbane on Tuesday 18 July and 
participation in the combined schools mass choir at St Stephen’s Cathedral on Tuesday 8 August. The cost per student is $25. Only 
four places are available for this activity! To nominate, parents/carers are asked to email me directly: jiszlaub@bne.catholic.edu.au. 
Students must be able to attend both days.

Beauty and the Beast Success
Congratulations to all of the students, staff and volunteers who contributed to the 2017 College Musical. Thank you also to the 
College P&F for financial support, and the South Burnett Musical Comedy Society for the use of their sound equipment. After each 
show,  I received so much positive feedback; much of it to do with the impressive level of talent within our student body. “I never 
knew he/she could sing/dance/act so well!” was said many times to me by audience members. And, to parents and carers who 
assisted their students with the learning lines, making costumes and props and boosting confidence, thank you - it “takes a village” 
to do this sort of thing. As for next year’s show? Suggestions welcome! (Go to the Hal Leonard Australia musicals page and look 
through the “Broadway Jr” collection.)
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Wanted - a piano in good condition
This is a long shot, but applying the principle of “ask, and ye shall receive”, the Music Centre needs a piano in good condition. The 
number of students taking piano lessons is increasing, and their skills are growing. If anyone has a piano that is gathering dust and 
would like to see it used once more, please contact me via the College office. 

With grateful thanks for your support,
Mrs Jane Iszlaub
Music Coordinator

Tuckshop News
Friday Specials
Available both Morning Tea and Lunch  
Savoury mince Roll $4.00
Mac’N’Cheese $4.00

Volunteers
If you would like to volunteer at the Tuckshop, you can do so by calling on Monday, Wednesday and Friday to discuss how to 
volunteer.

Donation of Goods 
If you are able to donate any of the following items during the year, it would be greatly appreciated. Below are the main ingredients 
we use, however, any donations are more than welcome. 

Self Raising Flour
Desiccated Coconut

Plain Flour
Brown Sugar
Caster Sugar 

Small Tinned Pineapple Slices
Small Tinned Corn

These can be dropped into the Tuckshop on Monday, Wednesday, Friday or to the College Office.

Have great week!
Mrs Michelle Davis
Tuckshop Convenor

Whip Cracking News
Whip Cracking Upcoming Dates
• EKKA Whipcracking Competition- Friday, 11th August

2017 Whip Cracking Team Meeting and Practices
Every Friday Morning Tea (please meet outside Prep A Classroom)

Yours in whip cracking
Mrs Lauren Arrell
Whip Cracking Coordinator

Year 4 Calssroom News
During this Semester, the Year 4 students have participated fully in the Saint Mary’s School Life.  Some events we have been involved 
with include; Eisteddfod, Barambah Camp, Weekend Sports, ICAS Reading and Writing Competitions, Class Liturgy and Sporting  
Carnivals.  Also, Congratulations! to our Yr 4 students who were recently Confirmed.

During Science lessons, we participated in group work, investigating Properties of Materials. Below is a photo that shows us learning 
(Predicting, Observing and Explaining) the materials that Snap, Bend, Tear and Stretch. 
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Thank you for supporting your child/ren in your care to complete their homework activities this term. I expect students to complete 
Spelling lists, Home reading and Maths facts. The homework tasks relate to learning undertaken in class.  If students are unable to 
complete homework at home, they may choose to complete it in our class under my supervision.

Parents/ Carers, I am very grateful to you for the important role 
you have in students’ lives. Thank you to all the Year 4 students for 
Being Your Best, and challenging yourselves in your classwork to 
complete all the assessment tasks. During these holidays 
please- 

Be Responsible, Be Respectful, Be Safe, Be Just, Be Your Best and Be 
4- Forward Thinking! 

God Bless!
Ms Belida Greensill and Mrs Fiona Greenslade
Classroom Teachers

Parish News
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and Children is a journey, during which persons 
who are unbaptised (Catechumens) or who have been baptised in another mainstream Christian Church (Candidates), come to 
embrace the Catholic Faith, and are initiated in to the Catholic Church community.

Enquiries welcome at any time. Please contact the Parish Office on 4162 5121.

For more information about Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) in the Catholic Church please refer to the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane website – http://brisbanecatholic.org.au/life/rite-of-christian-initiation-of-adults/

Community Notices

Creative 
Connections

8 George St, Nanango
(the old Dairy Co-Op Building)

WORKSHOP PROGRAM               Starting 18th April
Monday Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Mosaics
9.30am - 12n        $10 per person
BYO gloves & apron
Morning tea & product provided

Beading
12.30am - 2.30pm       $6 per person
Afternoon tea & product provided

Social Sewing
Starts 9am       No charge but
   gold coin donation
   for morning tea

BYO sewing machine if possible
Fabric provided for bag making

Macrame
9.30am - 12n        $6 per person
Wednesday 26th April only
Morning tea & product provided

Starts Wed 3rd May
9.30am - 12n        $6 per person
Morning tea & product provided

Papercraft

Pottery
9.30am - 12n        Classes $10 pp
BYO apron
Morning tea & product provided
Free play (BYO product) $5 pp

Firing every 3rd Thursday of 
the month

Art with Lyn
10am - 1pm        $15 per person
BYO art supplies & project
Morning tea provided
To book, contact Lyn on 
0421 679 258

Bookings required for all 
workshops - some limits may apply.

Contact Nazrin Black on

0415 392 466

http://brisbanecatholic.org.au/life/rite-of-christian-initiation-of-adults/
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ABORIGINAL AND 
TORRES STRAIT 
ISLANDER STUDENT 

YEAR 12 TEACHING 
SCHOLARSHIPS 2018 

Brisbane Catholic Education 
(BCE) is offering scholarships 
to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students who are current 
Year 12 students in a BCE college 
and are interested in a career in  
primary or secondary education. 
Teaching degree to commence 
from the beginning of 2018.

BENEFITS 

•  Successful applicants will receive up to $18,000 in fee support
toward a teaching degree

•  Practicum placement in a BCE school/college
•  A teaching position in a BCE school/college for a minimum of

two (2) years after graduating

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION & SELECTION 
PROCESS 
For application information, visit:  
www.bne.catholic.edu.au/employment.  
Submit your online application by Friday 24 November 2017

CONTACT 
Carmel Wallace 
Senior Advisor  
Organisational Development
 Phone: 07 3033 7511 or  
odmailbox@bne.catholic.edu.au
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Calendar of Events
Thursday, 22nd June
Athletics Carnival
Friday, 23rd June
Athletics Carnival
Dance Competition Year 9-12
Term 2 Completed
Sunday, 25th June to Friday, 30th June
QISSN Carnival in Brisbane
Friday, 7th July
Year 12 Raffles at Kingaroy RSL
Monday, 10th July
Pupil Free Day
Tuesday, 11th July
Term 3 Commences
Friday, 14th July
Year 12 Church Visit
Tuesday, 18th July
College P&F Meeting 7pm
Thursday, 20th July
Year 10 Immunisations
Friday, 21st July
Year 11 Church Visit
Rock on Stage from 5pm
Monday, 24th July - Friday, 28th July
Catholic Education Week
Wednesday, 26th July
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Thursday, 27th July
South Burnett Equestrian Competition at Kingaroy Show 
Grounds
Friday, 28th July
Year 10 Church Visit
Tuesday, 1st August
ICAS English Competition Period 1 and 2
Friday, 4th August
Year 9 Church Visit
Friday, 11th August
Prep B Excursion
SMCC Whip Cracking Team Demonstration and Stockwhip 
Challenge
Year 8 Church Visit
Monday, 14th August
Show Holiday 
Tuesday, 15th August
ICAS Maths Competition Period 1 and 2
University Excursion
College P&F Meeting 7pm
Friday, 18th August
Year 7 Church Visit
Wednesday, 23rd August
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Friday, 25th August
Prep A Excursion
Monday, 28th August
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Tuesday, 29th August
QCS Test
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Wednesday, 30th August
QCS Test
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea

Thursday, 31st August
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Friday, 1st September
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Friday, 15th September
Benedictine Awards 9am
Term 3 Completed
Monday, 2nd October
Queens Birthday
Tuesday, 3rd October
Term 4 Commences
Thursday, 5th October
Blessing and Opening of New Buildings 9.30am
Friday, 13th October
Year 12 Indigenous Graduation Mass in Brisbane
Monday, 16th October
Pupil Free Day
Tuesday, 17th October
College P&F Meeting 7pm
Wednesday, 25th October
RACQ Docudrama - Year 11 and Year 12
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Thursday, 26th October
Annual Awards Evening 6.00pm
Tuesday, 31st October
Year 7 Immunsiations
Thursday, 9th November
Prep Orientation Day Group A
Friday, 10th November
Prep Orientation Day Group B
Tuesday, 14th November
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner at Kingaroy Town Hall from 5pm
Friday, 17th November
Year 12 Valedictory Mass 9am in Maryknoll Centre
Monday, 20th to Friday, 24th November
Year 11 Work Experience Week
Thursday, 23rd November
Prep Orientation Day Group A
Year 6 Rite of Passage from 6pm
Friday, 24th November
Prep Orientation Day Group B
Year 10 and 11 Finish
Thursday, 30th November
Carols Night - Prep to Year 6 from 5pm
Friday, 1st December
Term 4 Completed at 12.30pm


