
Term 03 Week 08 

A SPIRITUALITY OF PARENTING 

The following are some thoughts from Ron Rolheiser (OMI) about the Spirituality of 
Parenting that I thought you may find interesting: 

• Being a mother or a father stretches the heart, just as the womb is stretched in 
pregnancy. This is because, among all loves, parental love is perhaps the one that 
most pulls your heart out of its self-love. Parenting reshapes the core of your being 
to help you to love more like God loves. 

• The next lesson this school of love teaches is flexibility: To be a parent is to nurture 
a child as he or she passes through very different stages of growth (infancy, 
toddler, kindergarten, elementary school, a teen with raging hormones and a 
raging attitude, a young adult, an adult with his or her own responsibilities and 
unique sorrows). Moreover, if you have more than one child, each has a very 
unique personality that you must adapt your love towards. All of this demands that 
you constantly grow, re-adjust, adapt, let go, learn to love in a new way. 

• Being a parent should naturally lead you to shape your heart for reconciliation. 
Love is all about forgiving, again and again and again. Families survive only if this is 
happening. A parent is meant to be the compassion of God, the father and mother 
of the prodigal son and bitter brother who embraces the child not because the child 
is worthy, but in spite of all unworthiness. A parent must ever say in word and 
attitude: “Return as far as you can and I will come the rest of the way.”    

• All of these things can, of course, be done by anyone, not just biological parents. 
However, for a mum or a dad, there is a certain naturalness in it, a conscriptive 
rhythm written by nature itself. To be a parent is to find oneself enrolled in an elite 
school of love, a true monastery that is every bit as ascetical and grace-producing 
as any monastery ever praised by the great spiritual writers. 

It has been a busy week at Saint Mary’s. Book Week, the Indonesian Cultural 
Immersion Day and the South Burnett Secondary Athletics Carnival were all highly 
successful events. At every point of these diverse events, our students and staff 
excelled themselves as they demonstrated enthusiasm, joy, determination and good 
sportsmanship. It was certainly a week to be proud of the Saint Mary’s community. 

This week, our Year 12 students sit for the QCS test. The Queensland Core Skills (QCS) 
Test contributes information for the calculation of Overall Positions (OPs) and Field 
Positions (FPs), which are used to select students for tertiary entrance. The test does 
not assess their knowledge of specific Year 12 subjects, but a set of generic skills 
identified in the Queensland senior curriculum referred to as Common Curriculum 
Elements (CCE’s). The test assumes that candidates have basic levels of general 
knowledge and vocabulary and a Year 10 knowledge of mathematical operations. 
Parents should encourage their children to get a good night’s sleep and have a healthy 
breakfast before the tests. These will be an important two days for our Year 12 
students and we wish them all the best. 



This Friday we farewell Miss Caitlin Woodman who has accepted a Drama teaching position at Padua College 
commencing in Week 9 of this term. This is a great opportunity for Caitlin and I know she will be very excited to get 
home to Brisbane. I would like to genuinely thank Caitlin for all the wonderful work that she has done at Saint Mary’s 
during her time here. Her passion and enthusiasm will be greatly missed. 

 
 

 

 

God Bless 

Mrs Angela Myles 

College Principal 

 

Book week  

What a great day!  Thanks Mr. Mulcahy for all your hard work and the work of your ‘brother’ alien aka Cathy Gartner. 

It was great to see the staff and some secondary students take part as well! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Beach to Bush 

We had a wonderful presentation from the Beach to Bush team.  The students each received a book about the surf life 

savers and important notes about the flags and what they mean and what to do about Jelly fish stings.  The children 

were a great help with the presentation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 12s attend P-6  assembly 

A big welcome to the year 12s who came to our assembly on Friday afternoon and received words of encouragement 

from the children.  They are looking forward to their little parcels from the Prep to Year 6 students.  Our school 

captains did a great job handing out the awards and shaking hands. 

 

Game of Dare 

Recently, some year 5/6 and 6 girls are playing a game of ‘Dare’ which on some levels can be a bit of fun.  However, if 

you could remind your child that ‘daring’ someone to do or say something to someone – no matter how innocent – is 

not ok at school.  The game of dare can lead (and has led) to some altercations and some behaviour that is not helping 

the girls realise their dignity.  The boys in the upper primary are not relishing the attention from some of the girls – it is 

interrupting their soccer game.  I have spoken with the girls from both classes and they are very aware of how to 

behave as a student at Saint Mary’s Catholic College.  

It is also a timely reminder about Cyber Safety.   When speaking with your child about such matters, to perhaps 

enquire about some games that seem to be doing the rounds of schools.  Nothing specific but worth a moment to 

touch base with your child. Remind your child that under no circumstances are they to give their name and address 

over the internet.  Also, remind your child that even though images/comments etc are erased or deleted they are still 

on the world wide web.  Just because you unfriend someone or have blocked them, does not mean they won’t know 

what was written about them and cause that person some distress.  If you are not prepared to say it aloud in front of a 

P-12 whole school assembly or your parents, then perhaps it should not be written.  

 

NAPLAN 

On Friday, the paper copy of the NAPLAN test went home with the Year 3 and Year 5 students.  It is also available on 

the parent portal.  NAPLAN is a moment in time test, completed early in Term 2, and does contribute to the 

information that teachers use (PAT R and PAT M and PM) to support students in their learning. 

One of the ways NAPLAN greatly benefits schools is to show patterns across a year level and over several year levels.  

These patterns help the whole school to work towards planning and implementing a Strategic Goal.  This was 

mentioned earlier in the year at the Parent evening when Mrs. Myles spoke about our teaching and learning goals for 

the whole P-10 cohort.  Strategies put in place this year from the data analysed from last year and the year before will 

take two years to see the fruition – when the same students sit another NAPLAN test.  It is this deep data analysis of 

NAPLAN that is provided by Brisbane Catholic Education and accessed by teachers and curriculum leaders, that give 

NAPLAN its thrust. The more information we have as educators the better equipped we are to meet the needs of 



students.  

 

In 2016 we participated in a small pilot component (Reading) for NAPLAN Online.  2018 will see two P-12 schools 

(and 16 other primary and secondary schools) conduct NAPLAN Online as NAPLAN moves from paper-based tests 

to computer-based assessments. .  There will be a ‘readiness test’ for these schools in September 2017 to ensure 

technical readiness, logistics and administration processes. This will lead to all BCE schools participating in NAPLAN 

Online in 2019 and beyond. 

The benefits of NAPLAN Online are –  

• Using a tailored test or adaptive design (not a one size fits all), where the test automatically adapts to a 

student’s performance and asks questions that match the student achievement, allowing students to 

demonstrate their knowledge.  This provides teachers and schools with more targeted and detailed information 

on students’ performance on the tests.  Tailored testing also provides an opportunity to broaden the scope for 

the assessment.  

• Faster turnaround of results, significantly reducing the time it takes to get feedback to schools, students and 

parents. 

It is hoped a more tailored test will reduce stress and anxiety levels for students.  As an electronic test, students 

may, be working in a more familiar, exciting and interactive digital environment. 

An online national assessment platform has been developed by Education Services Australia with funds from the 

Australian Government.  Significant planning, development, research and trialling have been ongoing since 2012 to 

support the move to NAPLAN Online.  It’s exciting times ahead! 

Have a good week everyone and God Bless

Ms Pam Radcliffe 
Head of Primary 
 

QCS Test 
This week, our Year 12 students have sat the QCS Test. The students have performed exceptionally well and given 
their best throughout the 2 days of testing. Their cohort results will be used to moderate the subject rank orders 
and SAIs, in order for the QCAA to calculate their OP results. Results for the QCS Test (A to E) will appear on each 
student’s Senior Statement. 
 
NAPLAN 
We have recently received a hard copy of your student’s NAPLAN results which were sent home early this week. I 
wrote earlier in the year that NAPLAN is a point in time test. We recognise the significance of NAPLAN as a data 
source which provides consistent and comparable data related to student learning progress in literacy and 
numeracy. It complements school assessment and provides nationally comparable data that allow for objective 
discussions, for discussions to be celebrated, additional support focussed where it is needed and to address areas 
requiring improvement. Consequently, this data assists with planning for the individual needs of our students. 

Congratulations to our students on their fine effort. Here is a link for the NAPLAN newsletter published by ACARA.  

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/p_10/naplan17_aug_17.pdf 

I also quote the Executive Director of Brisbane Catholic Education- Ms Pam Betts. ‘You would be aware the 2017 
NAPLAN results have recently been released. I am pleased to pass on to you that the news for Brisbane Catholic Education is 

positive. The dedicated work of so many across our system is clearly reflected in improved results across reading, 
writing and numeracy. Thank you for the collective effort, good will and focused leadership and teaching that is 
showing in the upward trend of our NAPLAN learning data.’ 
 



Year 11 Leadership Camp 
Our Year 11 students have enjoyed their leadership camp this week at Camp Duckadang – outside Moore.  They left 
for camp on Tuesday morning- returning this afternoon. During their time away from College they will participate in 
a variety of activities and conversations which will increasing their understanding leadership. We hope that they 
have had a valuable couple of days away. 
Year 11 and 12 Exams 
Exam timetables were distributed to students in Years 11 and 12 last Friday. They have also been published on the 
parent portal, student portal, emailed home and emailed to students. Accompanying the Exam Timetable are 
Procedures for Exams. Students are welcome to study at home if they find that more conducive to their 
concentration. They are also very welcome to access the library where a study area has been set up for students. 
Teachers will be available to assist students if they would like some help preparing for their exams. Students should 
see their teacher to make an appointment to access that help. Students are reminded that a Medical Certificate is 
needed if they are unable to sit an exam on the nominated date.  
 
Kind regards 
Mrs Mandy Sullivan 
Head of Secondary 
 

Year 11 Study of Religion Excursion 

Last Monday and Tuesday the Year 11 SOR class travelled to Brisbane to get a small, first-hand experience of 

several other religions. The Queensland Syllabus for Study of Religion is heavy in the comparative study of Judaism, 

Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam and Christianity. It is one thing to read about these religions in a text book, it is another 

to go to their place of worship and speak with an adherent from these religions. As you can imagine it is a big road 

trip to visit as many as we can in two days and slip in an hour of ice skating as well. Unfortunately we did not get to 

a Buddhist temple this year, but we managed to get to a Krishna Temple, Synagogue, Mosque, Taoist Temple and 

Saint Stephen’s Catholic Cathedral.  

I am very proud of the students for the way they conducted themselves at all the venues. The questions they asked, 

the reverence they showed and their manner in public was first class. The Vision of Catholic Education in the 

Archdiocese includes the aspiration that ‘students become religiously literate as they develop the knowledge, skills 

and dispositions to interpret and use language confidently in and for faith contexts and the wider society’ (Religious 

Education, Archdiocese of Brisbane, p. 11). This trip gives students a better understanding of our multifaith society, 

and the implications our religious diversity has for their future.  

If you know of a year 11 or year 12 student who has been on one of these excursions I would encourage you to 

discuss their experiences with you. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kind regards 

Mr Martin Perrett 

APRE 

 



Side Access Gates and Staff Car Park 
During the construction of the new primary classrooms the builders were using the staff car park as their Depot and 
some of the fencing and gates in this vicinity were either taken down or open. Now that the project is nearing 
completion the car park will revert to being a staff parking area and the gates which are service gates,  not 
community pedestrian access gates,  will be re-locked. Please do not attempt to enter the College via these gates, 
access is via the front of the College on Kent Street or via the pathway up from the Bus Shelter.  Due to the 
proximity to the road for the safety of the younger students it is important that these gates are locked at all times.  
 
Kind regards 
Miss Kym Schultz 

Business Manager 

 

Congratulations to those secondary students who represented the College with pride at last week’s South Burnett 
Athletics carnival in Nanango. Of the just over fifty students we had attend on the day twenty-one students were 
successful to obtain a spot on the South Burnett Athletics side to represent our region at the Wide Bay trials held 
on the 11th and 12th September. That is close to a massive 40% of our students were positioned in the top two 
placings within all of South Burnett! A very successful outcome for our College and children.  

Congratulations to Luke Beutel who took out 13 years boys age champion on the day and Todd Binding who 
successfully broke two South Burnett records in 100m and 400m track events.  

Primary students from Year Three to Six will compete in a Rugby League Gala day at Taabinga this Friday 1st 
September. We have a great turn out of numbers with two full teams going to compete on the day ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kind regards 

Mr Scott Collier 
Sports Coordinator 
 
 

Practice every Friday Morning Tea  (please meet outside Prep A). 

If your student is interested in joining the team signup is Feb 2018. 
 
Many thanks 
Mrs Lauren Arrell 
Whip Cracking Coordinator 



This year's Science Fair and Science Show was a huge success. The positive feedback we have received from parents, 
teachers and students has given the science department the confidence to run the event again next year.  
The main benefit  of course has been in developing students' enthusiasm for science. The level of engagement in the 
classroom and the excitement on the day has really given everyone, teachers included, the enthusiasm to make it 
bigger and better than ever. So watch for information coming out in the new year about our plans for National Science 
Week 2018. 

A big congratulations should go to all the students in years 7 and 8 who created the science fair, and to all the year 
12's who presented such an exciting science show. These students really made it all happen! 

And finally an acknowledgement of the huge amount of preparation and planning by Mr Dunbrack, Miss Dunn and Mrs 
Paterson who helped to make the day a great success. What will they come up with next?  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kind regards 
Mr Ronald Johnston 
Science Fair Coordinator 
 
 

Sunday 10 September – ANATS Musical Theatre workshop at Sunshine Coast Grammar School  
 
"Get Set to Perform" - Session Three 
Thanks to our local professional music duo, Clare and Rob Fitz-Herbert, for presenting the third and final session of our 
Music Industry workshops after school on Monday. This session handed students the reins; allowing them control over 
all of the microphones, speakers and mixing desk. The session culminated in a performance of the Beatles classic, 
“Blackbird”, using microphones and a foldback system. Thanks to Claire and Rob (“MISfITZ”) and to all of the students, 
for taking the opportunity to develop their own practical music production skills. 
 



Year 3 String Immersion – every THURSDAY 
Since starting my involvement in the College String Immersion Program, I have come to believe that the most 
important indicator of a student’s success is remembering the instrument on Thursdays! We had ALMOST 100% of 
students with their instruments last week. (Home practice is also important, of course!) 
 
Musical Theatre Workshop – Sunday 10 September 
Parents and carers, please consider taking your young singer to the full-day workshop at Sunshine Coast Grammar 
School. In this intensive session, the different stylistic expectations of all Musical Theatre styles will be explored and 
Good Singing principles applied in a Masterclass setting, led by Head of Musical Theatre (Qld Conservatorium of Music, 
Griffith University), Kate Schirmer. Please go to anats.org.au for more information. 
 
A Music Event for Non-Musicians! 
My dear friend, Mrs Samantha Cook, is bringing her handbells ensemble, “Brisbane Bells”, to the College on Tuesday 26 
September. As well as a 5pm concert of beautiful other-worldly music, the ensemble will be holding a hands-on 
workshop at 3pm. If you have always wanted to do something musical, but have never had the opportunity, this 
workshop is for you. In a handbell ensemble, you are responsible for the playing of ONLY ONE NOTE, which is 
manageable by anyone! Concert tickets are $20/$10 and the workshop is only $15. Tickets are available for purchase at 
www.brisbanebells.com 
 
Singing Lessons with Mrs Julee-Anne Bell 
Due to the overwhelming success of her previous visit, Julee-Anne will be returning to Saint Mary’s for another 
weekend of singing lessons on Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 September. Julee-Anne is a highly experienced teacher, and 
assists students of all standards to achieve their singing dreams. Please contact me via the office if you would like to 
book a lesson, or contact Julee-Anne directly 0421360802. As places are limited, please book your place quickly: the 
last weekend sold out in 3 hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours in Music 
Mrs Jane Iszlaub 
Music Coordinator 
 

http://www.brisbanebells.com


Youth Group is on Tuesday afternoon from 3-5pm - a place of fun, friendship, faith and adoration.  
 
Girls Group is on every Monday at lunch. We discuss, share and grow together. 
 
Firepit youth Mass - 10th September @ 5.30pm St Mary's Church - join us for mass, great music, fellowship and pizza 
Ignite Conference - We are coming up to this years Ignite Catholic Youth Conference where some of our students will 
be joining 2,000 other young people to learn more about their faith, to connect with new friends and experience a 
truly life changing event. We still have room on the bus, the conference costs $285 and $40 for accommodation. It is a 
three and a half day conference with guest speakers from all around the nation . For more information, schedule, 
registration and workshop information please visit https://igniteyouth.com/conference17 or you can call Miss Schick 
or Mr Mulcahy on the college number 41600 900 
 
Class Liturgies – Our next class liturgy is with our year 1 students on the 6th September. Parents are most welcome to 

attend.  

 

God Bless 

Miss Megan Schick 

College Chaplain 

 

P&F Chocolate Drive:  All money is due back this week. 

Remember to bring your money in by Thursday this week to go in the draw for the 4.5kg Toblerone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regards 

Mr Damien Martoo 

P&F President 

https://igniteyouth.com/conference17


**ATTENTION**  BULLA 97% FAT FREE ICE CREAM  IS NO LONGER AVAILABLE. 

 
 
Friday Specials 
Available both Morning Tea and Lunch   
Mini Spring Rolls (4) $4.00 
Chicken Enchiladas   $4.00 
 
Slush Puppies 
If your child has ordered a Slush Puppie either through the online system or the bag system, they need to come up to 
the tuckshop to collect their Slush Puppie. 
 
Volunteers: 
If you would like to volunteer at the Tuckshop, you can do so by calling on Monday, Wednesday and Friday to discuss 
how to volunteer. 
 
Donation of Goods  
If you are able to donate any of the following items during the year, it would be greatly appreciated.   Below are the 
main ingredients we use, however, any donations are more than welcome. 
 

Self Raising Flour 

Desiccated Coconut 

Plain Flour 

Brown or Caster Sugar 

Tinned Pineapple Slices 

Small Tinned Corn 

Beetroot 

These can be dropped into the Tuckshop on Monday, Wednesday, Friday or to the College Office. 
 
Have great week! 
Mrs Michelle Davis 
Tuckshop Convenor 

 

 

 
 
 





Wednesday, 30th August 
QCS Test 
Year 11 Leadership Camp 
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea 
Thursday, 31st August 
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea 
Friday, 1st September 
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea 
Monday, 11th September 
First Aid Cert II Sport and Rec 
Wednesday, 13th September 
Senior Dance Excursion 
Indonesian Celebration Day 
Thursday, 14th September 
Indonesian Celebration Day Years 7, 8 and 10 
Friday, 15th September 
Benedictine Awards 9am 
Term 3 Completed 
Thursday, 21st - Sunday, 24th September 
Ignite Catholic Youth Conference 
Monday, 2nd October 
Queens Birthday 
Tuesday, 3rd October 
Term 4 Commences 
Thursday, 5th October 
Blessing and Opening of New Buildings 9.30am 
Friday, 13th October 
Year 12 Indigenous Graduation Mass in Brisbane 
Monday, 16th October 
Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday, 17th October 
College P&F Meeting 5.30pm 
Wednesday, 18th October 
Year 9 Arts Students Excursion 
Friday, 20th October 
Prep to Year 6 Deadly Australians Visit 
Wednesday, 25th October 
RACQ Docudrama - Year 11 and Year 12 
College Board Meeting 5.30pm 
Thursday, 26th October 
Annual Awards Evening 6.00pm 
Tuesday, 31st October 
Year 7 Immunisations 
Thursday, 2nd November 
Celebration of the Arts Evening 
Thursday, 9th November 
Prep Orientation Day Group A 
Friday, 10th November 
Prep Orientation Day Group B 
Tuesday, 14th November 
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner at Kingaroy Town Hall from 5pm 
Friday, 17th November 
Year 12 Valedictory Mass 9am in Maryknoll Centre 
Monday, 20th to Friday, 24th November 
Year 11 Work Experience Week 
Thursday, 23rd November 
Prep Orientation Day Group A 
Year 6 Rite of Passage from 6pm 
 
 
 

Friday, 24th November 
Prep Orientation Day Group B 
Year 10 and 11 Finish 
Thursday, 30th November 
Carols Night - Prep to Year 6 from 5pm 
Friday, 1st December 
Term 4 Completed at 12.30pm 


