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Saint Mary’s Catholic College
SOUTH BURNETT

N E W S L E T T E R
From the Principal
Catholic Education Week is held from 23-29 July and is an opportunity for all Catholic schools to 
celebrate and promote their distinctive mission and ethos. It is an important time for us to reflect 
on the purpose of Catholic schools, what makes us different and what gives us meaning in our work.

The mission of Catholic education is not just about what we do, it is at the core of who we are. 
Apart from our mission, there is actually very little reason for us to exist. Like all schools, we have 
a clear focus on improving academic outcomes and providing a broad range of opportunities for 
students. What is distinctive about Catholic schools, however, are the underlying reasons we pursue 
these outcomes for young people (Doyle, J, 2017):

• Our Essential Filter – in Catholic education, all that we do should be put through the  
essential filter of Jesus Christ. The Gospels showed us that Jesus saw people differently. If 
we see others with the eyes of Jesus, we want to work towards helping them flourish in 
the way that He would want them to.

• Integral Formation – as Catholic educators we strive to uncover, affirm and elevate the gifts 
of all the young people in our school to their fullest potential. We do this based on the 
belief that God created each student with unique abilities. Through valuing and developing 
these gifts, we help each student reveal their God given capacity to make a real difference 
in the world.

• A Specific View of the Human Person – What we think about people will determine what 
we do. As Catholics, we believe that every human life is made in the image and likeness of 
God. Every human life matters. Therefore, a genuine and authentic Catholic school must 
be a place where the dignity of every individual is a lived reality that guides everything we 
do.

Like all organisations, schools are very human places.  Therefore, we are imperfect, and we are 
constantly striving to live up to the mission Jesus laid out for us. We struggle, at times, just as the 
Apostles did. As we do so, it is important to remember what we stand for and why we exist. If we 
continue to keep these ideas as our filter and our touchstone, we can hope to come closer to 
building up God’s Kingdom here on earth.

Saint Mary’s marks the beginning of Catholic Education Week with the Rock on Stage performance, 
with all proceeds at the door going to Bacolod, our sister school in the Philippines.  This is just one 
small way we can celebrate the wonderful gifts of our community and to help make a difference in 
the world at the same time.

God bless

Mrs Angela Myles
College Principal

Term 03 Week 01
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Head of Primary News
Welcome Back!  Starting Semester II I’d like to welcome all our new students into Saint Mary’s.  We have four new students starting 
this Semester in Primary and another three students in Secondary.  

Rock on Stage is happening next Friday in the Maryknoll Centre.  Your child’s teacher or homeroom teacher will be sending 
information home very shortly regarding costumes etc.  It’s always a fun night!  We commence a 7 period day for the next two 
weeks.  This means a change to the start time of morning tea and lunch.  Morning Tea commences at 10.20 to 10.50 and lunch is 
12.50 to 1.20pm.  If needed, primary students enjoy a brain break to assist with the 2 hours between morning tea and lunch.

MS Readathon.  Multiple Sclerosis is a debilitating disease that effects the people who are diagnosed and their families in a profound 
way.  There is an opportunity to support the research into this disease.  Our school has registered and you are invited to join in the 
fun of raising money as you read.

Students simply register online at msreadathon.org.au with approval from their parents, or by completing and returning a 
registration form.  It is the responsibility of the students who register individually, to organise and collect donations and complete 
the program by reading as much as possible throughout August  Every individual who completes the program, will receive a 
Certificate of Appreciation.

Books read for the Premier’s Reading Challenge or Reading Eggs can also count towards the total books read for the MS Readathon.
Thanks for your support and for considering how to make a difference in the lives of those living with multiple sclerosis. 

Ms Pam Radcliffe
Head of Primary

Head of Secondary News
Immunisations
Parents of students in Year 10: Please be aware that Year 10 students will be immunised on Thursday 20 July at 11 am for 
Meningococcal ACWY.

Permission forms were sent out early last term. Whilst all forms were distributed to Year 10 students at the time there are still a 
number of forms that have not been returned.

These can still be returned to the College – via Student Services before or on the day.

Tertiary Studies Expo
This weekend the Tertiary Studies Expo will be occurring at Brisbane Showgrounds on both Saturday July 15 and Sunday July 16 from 
10 am – 4 pm. This is a great opportunity for students in secondary school – particularly those in Years 10 – 12 to visit and have the 
opportunity to speak with representatives from universities from around Australia and New Zealand, the Defence Force, Art schools, 
hotel schools, natural medicine, student’s accommodation at unis etc

More details can be found at  http://www.careersevent.com/

And exhibitors are found at  http://www.careersevent.com/tsxpo/exhibitors/

QISSN
During the first week of the holidays our QISSN Netball team competed in the Queensland Independent Secondary School Netball 
competition.  60 teams of girls from schools across Queensland travelled to Boondall to compete. We were placed in the 6th division 
and the girls played extraordinarily well finishing in the top half of our division. This meant that we then played off against teams for 
the 5th division in the finals. Again, the girls showed their skills and played very well despite a couple of injuries! They finished in the 
top half of Division 5 which is a credit to their skill and training over the past months. The girls had each other’s backs for the 
tournament and were great sportswomen showing sportsmanship at every opportunity.

Many Thanks to Mrs Bec Weier (parent), Miss O’Connor and Miss Thomas for coaching the girls, to Mr Connelly for driving the girls 
to and from Brisbane as well as to the courts every day, and Mrs Soley (parent) for accompanying the girls, her assistance with 
providing food and officially scoring each game and Mrs Connelly (grandparent) for her assistance each day. 

Confraternity – Rugby League
During the first week of the holidays, 3 of our boys – Hayden Boney,  Matthew Geary and  Tristan Sanders  also travelled to Brisbane 
for the Confraternity  Rugby League Competition that was hosted by Padua College. These boys were fortunate enough to be invited 
to play with Xavier Catholic College at Hervey Bay. We have had very positive reports from the teachers at Xavier citing the excellent 

http://msreadathon.org.au
http://www.careersevent.com/
http://www.careersevent.com/tsxpo/exhibitors/


realise your dignity

behaviour of the boys during the week as well as a high standard of attitude on the field. The boys were quick to form new 
relationships with the Xavier boys and they have without a doubt developed bonds that will hopefully strengthen in the coming year. 
We are hopeful (as are Xavier College) that our students can again play alongside Xavier next year when the competition moves to 
Charters Towers.

Kind regards
Mrs Mandy Sullivan
Head of Secondary

APRE News
There is more to a good motto

“Strong minds and gentle hearts” is the maxim and vision for education a Marist 
College in Far North Queensland uses, and I love its depth and its 
simplicity, the staff and students seemed focussed by the many invitations it 
offers. I initially thought this motto could not be equalled but the more involved 
I get at our great college I appreciate the wisdom and call of our great motto – 
“Realise your dignity”

To realise your dignity, calls us to look for the goodness, the “God-ness” around 
us; in nature, in others and in ourselves. How do we do this? To be introspective 
can be difficult so it can be our outward expressions, initiatives and activities that 
can help build our personal worth, value and dignity.

This term our College will focus on two main areas in our mission to others, one 
local and one international; Saint Vincent De Paul via our winter appeal and 
sleepout and Bacolod Kindergarten in the Philippines via our Rock On Stage.

Today students could wear free dress with a State of Origin theme and bring a 
gold coin for Saint Vincent De Paul. This money and the awareness raised by our 
sleepout later this term will support our local Saint Vincent De Paul Conference 
to provide warm gear for families and individuals in the region.

At Rock on Stage, our annual night of nights, an entry fee of a gold coin for every spectator will be charged. This, along with a 
contribution from the P&F goes directly to our sister Good Samaritan school in the Philippines, Bacolod Kindergarten. I will be 
promoting awareness of both these causes regularly in the next few days and weeks and I would ask you to discuss these with your 
student to find out what they know about both.

If we cannot see the good in another, as Jesus spent his short life doing, we will struggle to realise our true worth.

Secondary Class Masses
This term, every Friday at 9 am one secondary class will go down to the Church and celebrate Mass beginning with year 12 this week. 
Father Stephen is in full support of this opportunity for us to take part in this form of sacred communion with others and God. It is 
not an excursion per se nor is permission required, it is part of the school day. The word ‘Catholic’ comes from the Greek adjective 
‘katholikos’, meaning “universal”. It is crucial that as a Catholic college we understand that all people are welcome here and the same 
can be said for these Friday masses. Please see below the roster of classes for Friday Mass and join your students class or any of the 
celebrations if you can.

• July 14th - Year 12
• July 21st - Year 11
• July 28th - Year 10
• August 4th - Year 9
• August 11th - Year 8
• August 18th - Year 7

Kind regards
Mr Martin Perrett
APRE
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Office News
Term 3 Fees
Term 3 Fees Statements will be issued to families this week and will be due for payment in full by Friday 21st July unless you have 
a formal payment arrangement in place with the College.  Your Fees Statement will be emailed to you if you have provided a valid 
email address, otherwise it will be posted.   You can update your email address via the Parent Portal.  If you have any concerns 
regarding your account, including instalment payments, please contact Finance Secretary, Briony Hoare in the office. While the 
College will accept payments by instalments, we do need to know the amount and timing of these payments and it’s preferred that 
these instalments be done via Direct Debit or BPay.

Kind regards
Miss Kym Schultz
Business Manager

Guidance Counsellor News
Career Information

Tertiary Studies Expo (TSXPO)*
RICC, Brisbane Showgrounds
Saturday, 15 & Sunday, 16 July 
10am–4pm
More information: Visit the TSXPO website 

University of Sunshine Coast
Open day 23rd July
More information: www.usc.au/openday

University of Southern Queensland
Toowoomba: Sunday, 13 August 
10am–2pm
Ipswich: Saturday, 2 September 
10am–2pm
Springfield: Sunday, 20 August 
10am–2pm
More information: Visit the USQ website 

Australian Catholic University
Brisbane: Saturday, 22 July
9am–2pm
More information: Visit the ACU website
Griffith University
Nathan, South Bank and Gold Coast: Sunday, 23 July 
More information: Visit the Griffith website 

Queensland University of Technology
Gardens Point: Sunday, 30 July 
Caboolture: Sunday, 20 August 
More information: Visit the QUT website

The University of Queensland
St Lucia: Sunday, 6 August 
9am–3pm
Gatton: Sunday, 20 August 
9.30am–3pm
More information: Visit the UQ website 

Regards
Mr Graham Turnbull
Guidance Counsellor

http://www.careersevent.com/tsxpo/
http://www.usc.au/openday
https://www.usq.edu.au/openday
https://openday.acu.edu.au/
https://www.griffith.edu.au/open-day
https://www.qut.edu.au/study/events/qut-open-day
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Chaplain News
Coming up in Campus Ministry
FirePit Youth Group – Our first youth group for the term is on Tuesday 25th July. FirePit Youth is a place of worship and friendship. 
GAMES, ADORATION and FOOD. We are on every second Tuesday after school until 5pm. This term we will take a journey inspired by 
Saint John Paul II, we will learn about his life and mission. See Miss Schick for Permission Forms.

FirePit Youth Mass – is on the 13th August at 5.30pm St Mary’s Church on Albert Street. Join us for Mass, fellowship and pizza. 

Girls Group – Is on every Monday at Lunchtime for years 6-12. This term we will learn about how to better handle the “tough stuff” 
in life. 

Ignite Conference 
When: 21-24 September 2017

Where:  Mueller Performing Arts Centre, Rothwell (Redcliffe, Brisbane) 

Who: Year 7-12

The Ignite Conference is a national contemporary Catholic youth conference held annually in Brisbane. Join with 1500 young people, 
ministry leaders, teachers, parents, priests and religious. The conference includes live bands and some of Australia’s leading Catholic 
speakers with sessions on topics such as leadership, justice, mission, culture and prayer.

We are taking a group to Ignite from Saint Mary’s, cost is $300 including accommodation, transport, food and registration. It is a 
worthwhile, inspiring and uplifting event, please do not hesitate to contact myself or Mr Mulcahy on the College phone if you have 
questions. 

God Bless,
Miss Megan Schick 
College Chaplain

Sport News
A big thank you to all; parents, staff, students, friends, even a few special appearances from Queensland Ambulance Services for 
competing, spectating, supporting and assisting with jobs and students on the day of our athletics carnival last term. The second day 
of the carnival unfortunately went into overtime but we were able to complete all the events prior to the end of the term. The next 
few big ticket items will be the South Burnett Athletics carnivals on the 1st August for 6-9 years, 2nd August for 10-12 years, 24th 
August for 16 years and over, and the 25th August for 13-15 years. If your child was eligible and made a qualifying distance and/or 
time information will be available shortly.

Any boy or girl under 12 years wishing to try out for the South Burnett Cricket trials please see Mr Collier or have your class teacher 
pass on your information. 
Congratulations to those students who went away for QISSN and confraternity over the past holidays. Excellent work to Jordyn Solely 
who was awarded the most valued player in her division.

Well done to Rush for securing the winning trophy at the athletics carnival last term and also to those students who were age 
champions, listed below:

• 5 Years Girls - Molly Black and Katelyn Wheeler
• 5 Years Boys - Ancel Tapp and Diesel Greenslade
• 6 Years Girls - Chanae Walker
• 6 Years Boys - Nate Collins
• 7 Years Girls - Emily Wheeler
• 7 Years Boys - Tyson Hadley
• 8 Years Girls - Ella Wells
• 8 Years Boys - Nate Needham
• 9 Years Girls - Josie Perrett
• 9 Years Boys - Xavier Crosbie
• 10 Years Girls - Daisha Elais
• 10 Years Boys - Bailey Housden
• 11 Years Girls - Jessica Martin
• 11 Years Boys - Jacob Hodgson
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• 12 Years Girls - Louisa Frahm
• 12 Years Boys - Harrison Neal
• 13 Years Girls - Taylor Armstrong
• 13 Years Boys - Luke Beutel
• 14 Years Girls - Jamie Atkins
• 14 Years Boys - Ethan Gates
• 15 Years Girls - Jessica Ryan
• 15 Years Boys - Harry Burt
• 16 Years Girls - Renee Irvine
• 16 Years Boys - Brendon Newman
• 17 Years Girls - Erin Newman
• 17 Years Boys - Vincent McGregor
• Open Years Girls - Dakota Murray
• Open Years Boys - Todd Binding

Yours in Sport
Mr Scott Collier
Sports Coordinator

Visual Art News
The art room is currently re-stocking a few items that we are running low on. 

We need the following:
• plastic containers and lids
• glass jars
• magazines to cut up
• rags like old sheets and towels
• empty cereal boxes

Thank you in advance for these essential items that keep our department chugging along! 

Thanks 
Mrs Bronwyn Martoo
Visual Art Teacher

Dance News
On Friday the 23rd June, 9 dance students along with Miss 
Cunningham and Mr Mulcahy went on a wonderful adventure to 
attend their very first major dance competition at the Sunshine 
Coast. Get The Beat, is an international dance competition which 
usually only dance studios attend. However, this year, they held their 
first ever school category with many primary and high school 
students attending from the Sunshine Coast/Brisbane area.  Our 
young ladies held their own against much larger schools and dance 
groups. They were confident, showing true grace and 
professionalism, receiving impressive feedback from the judges. Both 
Miss Cunningham and Mr Mulcahy were extremely proud of these 
talented students, in how they conducted themselves throughout 
the whole experience and their performance 
emphasising the effects of Agent Orange. Mr Mulcahy admitted to having tears. At the end of the competition our very own 
Sajeewa, as an added bonus, performed push-ups and planks on her fists in a cash duel against other dancers. She was the last girl 
standing!!! Well done ladies on a fabulous performance. You are a true credit to the school and yourselves.

Kind regards
Miss Jessica Cunningham
Dance Teacher
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Tuckshop News
Friday Specials
Available both Morning Tea and Lunch  
Potato Wedges with Sour Cream $4.00
Hot Dogs with Cheese and Sauce $4.00

Volunteers
If you would like to volunteer at the Tuckshop, you can do so by calling on Monday, Wednesday and Friday to discuss how to 
volunteer.

Donation of Goods 
If you are able to donate any of the following items during the year, it would be greatly appreciated. Below are the main ingredients 
we use, however, any donations are more than welcome. 

Self Raising Flour
Desiccated Coconut

Plain Flour
Brown Sugar
Caster Sugar 

Small Tinned Pineapple Slices
Small Tinned Corn

These can be dropped into the Tuckshop on Monday, Wednesday, Friday or to the College Office.

Have great week!
Mrs Michelle Davis
Tuckshop Convenor

Whip Cracking News
Whip Cracking Upcoming Dates
• EKKA Whipcracking Competition- Friday, 11th August

2017 Whip Cracking Team Meeting and Practices
Every Friday Morning Tea (please meet outside Prep A Classroom)

Yours in whip cracking
Mrs Lauren Arrell
Whip Cracking Coordinator

P&F  News
Parent Dance at the Rock on Stage Friday 21st July:  All fun loving SMCC parents and carers welcome to join the parent act at the 
Rock on Stage.  Only ONE rehearsal needed and then you can shine!   Some parents join the P & F ‘dance’ to be a great example to 
their children and others join just to embarrass their teenage children.  Special invitation to all parents of year 12 students.  If you 
have an idea for parent dance - please share!  Join us on stage - Go on, you only live once!   Contact Damo on 0408 068 485.

Chocolate Fundraiser - Term 3:  If you love chocolate, this is a great way to support the P & F to raise funds for our wonderful school.   
Families who wish to participate will be given a box of chocolates worth $50.  The family then sells the chocolate and returns the 
money to the school office.  Chocolate Fundraiser participation forms are at the end of the newsletter. No student will be given a box 
of chocolates unless the form is fully completed by a parent.  Look out for the forms next term.

God bless
Mr Damien Martoo
P&F President
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Community Notices
Tennis Coaching Program
Mr B’s Professional Tennis is looking for more students who are interested in learning some tennis. We have lessons on a Monday 
morning at 8am at the School Courts or at the Kingaroy Town Courts in the afternoons. We cater to all ages and abilities. Please 
contact Kieran Boynton on 0477524669 if interested.

Dental Health Week 
This year Dental Health Week, which runs from 7 to 13 August, has taken Oral Health For Busy Lives as its theme, with the aim of 
helping you to appreciate that, no matter how busy you are or where you are in life, it is possible to fit caring for your teeth and 
gums into an already-overcrowded diary. You may see caring for your teeth and gums as an optional extra, something to be put aside 
in favour of more pressing issues, but the fact is that it’s vitally that you care for your teeth and gums every bit as much as anything 
else in life.

In conjunction with dental health week 2017, Colette, the Oral Health Therapist from South Burnett Dental Group will be visiting the 
prep classes on Thursday 10th August to promote the importance of oral health and its links to our overall general health. 

Tips for healthy teeth to last a lifetime!
• BRUSH: every morning and every night
• FLOSS: Ask Mum or Dad to help!
• EAT HEALTHY FOODS: sweet and sticky foods are best kept as “sometimes” food
• WATER: Drink it! Your teeth love it!
• REGULAR EXAMINATIONS: Visit your Oral Health Therapist or Dentist at least once every six months to have your teeth  

counted and cleaned 
• MOUTHGUARDS: Protect your teeth when playing contact sport
• SMILE! 
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South Burnett Musical Comedy Society presents 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Kingaroy Town Hall: 
19, 20, 26 August at 2pm 

18, 19, 25, 26 August at 7pm 
 

Maryborough’s Brolga Theatre:  
Saturday 2nd September at 2pm 

 
Tickets: Adults $20, Concession $18, Children $15 

All Matinee Tickets $15 
 

***   Available online at “Trybooking”, or at the door.  *** 

Directed by Craig Reiger 

Musical Direction by Jordy Green 

 
 

Saturday, 22 July 2017 from 9am – 12pm 
Beside Kingaroy Repco, Youngman Street, KINGAROY 

$3 per vehicle – All proceeds to QPS Helping Hands Program 

Proudly Supported by 
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Saint Mary’s Catholic College, South Burnett 
Parents and Friends Association 
 
 

Saint Mary’s Catholic College Parents and Friends 
CADBURY CHOCOLATE FUNDRAISER 

Help raise funds for your school! 
  

Did you know? You can request that money you raise goes to a specific school group or project? 
  
Please contact Suzanne Mungall 0499 527 830 or Damien Martoo on 0408 068 485 for more information. 
  
Each box contains 50 individually wrapped chocolates. These are then sold for $1 each. Thus each box is worth 
$50. 
  

Chocolate box pick up - Monday, 17th July; Week 1 term 3, 2017. 
Second break and at 3pm. 

Students or parents are to bring this completed, signed form to the chocolate box  
distribution point on Monday, 17th July. 

  
No box will be given to students without a signed form. 

  
Families are to then sell the individual chocolates for $1 each and return the $50 to the school office in the 

sealed envelope no later than 31st August 2017. 
               

  
YES, our family would like   (number) of chocolate box/es. 
 
A maximum of 2 chocolate boxes will be given out at a time. The safe return of monies is required before 
additional boxes will be supplied. 
  
We understand our family is responsible for the safe return of monies raised ($50 per box) or unsold chocolates 
to the SMCC P&F. 
  
First & last name of all children in our family:           
 
                
 
Parent’s name:               
 
Parent’s signature:               
 
Parent’s best contact phone/email:             

  
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO THE COLLEGE OFFICE 
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Calendar of Events
Tuesday, 11th July
Parent Teacher Interviews from 3.20pm
Friday, 14th July
Year 12 Church Visit
Tuesday, 18th July
Mary MacKillop Feast Day Choir Practice
College P&F Meeting 5.30pm
Thursday, 20th July
Year 10 Immunisations
Friday, 21st July
Year 11 Church Visit
Rock on Stage from 5pm
Monday, 24th July - Friday, 28th July
Catholic Education Week
Wednesday, 26th July
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Friday, 28th July
Year 10 Church Visit
Tuesday, 1st August
ICAS English Competition Period 1 and 2
Friday, 4th August
Year 9 Church Visit
Steve Parish Workshop for Students from 12noon
Tuesday, 8th August
Mary MacKillop Feast Day Choir Performance
Friday, 11th August
Prep B Excursion
SMCC Whip Cracking Team Demonstration and Stockwhip 
Challenge
Year 8 Church Visit
Monday, 14th August
Show Holiday 
Tuesday, 15th August
ICAS Maths Competition Period 1 and 2
University Excursion
College P&F Meeting 5.30pm
Friday, 18th August
Year 7 Church Visit
Wednesday, 23rd August
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Friday, 25th August
Prep A Excursion
Monday, 28th August
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Tuesday, 29th August
QCS Test
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Wednesday, 30th August
QCS Test
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Thursday, 31st August
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Friday, 1st September
P&F Father’s Day stall in Maryknoll Canteen at Morning Tea
Friday, 15th September
Benedictine Awards 9am
Term 3 Completed
Thursday 21st - Sunday, 24th September
Ignite Catholic Youth Conference
Monday, 2nd October
Queens Birthday

Tuesday, 3rd October
Term 4 Commences
Thursday, 5th October
Blessing and Opening of New Buildings 9.30am
Friday, 13th October
Year 12 Indigenous Graduation Mass in Brisbane
Monday, 16th October
Pupil Free Day
Tuesday, 17th October
College P&F Meeting 5.30pm
Wednesday, 25th October
RACQ Docudrama - Year 11 and Year 12
College Board Meeting 5.30pm
Thursday, 26th October
Annual Awards Evening 6.00pm
Tuesday, 31st October
Year 7 Immunsiations
Thursday, 9th November
Prep Orientation Day Group A
Friday, 10th November
Prep Orientation Day Group B
Tuesday, 14th November
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner at Kingaroy Town Hall from 5pm
Friday, 17th November
Year 12 Valedictory Mass 9am in Maryknoll Centre
Monday, 20th to Friday, 24th November
Year 11 Work Experience Week
Thursday, 23rd November
Prep Orientation Day Group A
Year 6 Rite of Passage from 6pm
Friday, 24th November
Prep Orientation Day Group B
Year 10 and 11 Finish
Thursday, 30th November
Carols Night - Prep to Year 6 from 5pm
Friday, 1st December
Term 4 Completed at 12.30pm
Tuesday, 23rd January 2018
Term 1 Commences


